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Abstract: The Yangtze River Economic Belt is one of
China’s major national development strategies in the new
era. The inter-city cooperation is decisive for the success or
failure of the development of Yangtze River economic
belt. Based on the latest research in such fields as collabora-
tive innovation and resilient cities, this book defines the
guideline as “green, innovative and resilient development”
according to the directives of the 19th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China and proposes a series of in-
dictors to evaluate the capability of coordinated development
for the 110 prefecture-level cities in the Yangtze River eco-
nomic belting 2017. These indicators are mainly drawn from
four areas including scientific and technological innovation,
economic development, transportation and exchange sys-
tem, and ecological protection. The ranking list of the 110
prefecture-level cities in the Yangtze River economic beltis
released based on their capability of collaborative develop-
ment. In addition, the book also uses natural breakpoints a-
nalysis, spatial autocorrelation, rank-size distribution and
other methods to analyze the spatial distribution, evolution
process, driving factors and problems of coordinated devel-
opment capability of the cities in the Yangtze River econom-

ic belt. It is shown that the spatial distribution of the coordi-
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nated development capability of cities in the Yangtze River
economic belt is characterized with an overall pattern of
high level in the east and low level the west. Shanghai plays
a leading role, and the central cities such as Nanjing and
Wuhan also have outstanding performance. Noticeably, cit-
ies such as Hangzhou and Chongqing decline in the overall
rankings compared with 2016, because of insufficient ef-
forts in ecological protection; on the contrary, cities such as
Huangshan and Lijiang which are not well developed in e-
conomy but in good environmental conditions and with heav-
y investment in ecological protection significantly proceed in
the ranking than 2016. In order to advance the coordinated
development of the cities in the Yangtze River economic
belt, it is suggested to strengthen the top-level institutional
design, build a multiscalar coordinated development mecha-
nism, promote the coordinated innovation in green industry
and enhance joint prevention and control of ecological secu-
rity risks.

Key words: Yangtze River Economic Belt, Coordina-
ted Development, Index, Eco-friendly Development, Inno-

vation
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