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The Foreword

Tianjin is a nationally renowned city with
rich history and cultural heritage as well as
unique character of civilian life style and
landscape. She is often referred to “The
Expo of Multinational Architectures” . Those
characteristic buildings have become
the witness of an extraordinary past of
this city and now they are beholding her
present and future. This book has included
almost all the exquisite old photos of those
magnificent buildings in the city, covering all
the important historic architectures which

reminisce our memory of Tianjin.

The book is divided into two parts:
“Traditional Classic Architecture” and
“Modern Architecture” . The classic

architecture narrates the city’ s evolution

since her founding as a fortress in 1404,

centered around the development of “The

Walled City” A large number of modern

architectures describe her history in recent

times, which includes various foreign
concessions as a record of a humiliating

memory in history, and many characteristic

buildings of banks, stores, celebrity
residence and religious site also depict a
picture of Tianjin as an open port and a

center of tri—north economic area.

Since 1860, many multinational foreign
concessions were setup in Tianjin, including
British, French, American, German, Japan,
Italian, Russian, Austria and Belgium.
Those “Small Mansion” in the area enjoy
various kinds and styles and have become
the carrier of western and Chinese regional
cultures. In the book, modern buildings were
categorized as office, financial, commercial,
school and hospital, cultural, station and
pier, residence, military and religious.
Only the most representative and critically
important buildings were selected from each
category, and each has an exhilarating
story in history to tell. Those small mansions
in WuDaDao area, JieFangBeilu area
and Italian style zone are full of characters,
which architecture style includes classical
renaissance, gothic, baroque, neo—artistic,
eclectic, modern, all with a rich local taste
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of Tianjin. Besides those magnificent old
buildings, author also includes some photos
of gardens, squares, roads and bridges,
together with other old buildings, they are
the essential components of city and social

life of that era.

The quintessence of this book is a display
of contrast between old and new photo,
whether it is an old architeclure,l or a garden
square or roads and bridges. Readers
not only are able to view the new image
of the old architecture, but also be able to
transcend the time and space to witness the
scene in history as a striking contrast. This
will not only struck the reader with a strong
sense of evolution in time but also prompt

them for more recollection of past.

Architecture is frozen music. The old
buildings in Tianjin are complex of China
and west, past and present, and are well
regarded as an authentic symphony. Now
please allow us to stroll with the author and

to listen to this splendid music.
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The Foreword

Tianjin is a nationally renowned city with
rich histary and cultural heritage as well as
unique character of civilian life style and
landscape. She is often referred to “The
Expo of Multinational Architectures™ . Those
characteristic buildings have become
the witness of an extraordinary past of
this city and now they are beholding her
present and future. This book has included
almost all the exquisite old photos of those
magnificent buildings in the city, covering all
the important historic architectures which

reminisce our memory of Tianjin.

The book is divided into two parts:
“Traditional Classic Architecture” and

“Modern Architecture”.The classic
architecture narrates the city' s evolution
since her founding as a fortress in 1404,
“centered around the development of “The
Walled City” A large number of modern
architectures describe her history in recent
times, which includes various foreign
concessions as a record of a humiliating

memory in history, and many characteristic

buildings of banks, stores, celebrity
residence and religious site also depict a
picture of Tianjin as an open port and a

center of tri-=north economic area.

Since 1860, many multinational foreign
concessions were setup in Tianjin, including
British, French, American, German, Japan,
Italian, Russian, Austria and Belgium.
Those “Small Mansion” in the area enjoy
various kinds and styles and have become
the carrier of western and Chinese regional
cultures. In the book, modern buildings were
categorized as office, financial, commercial,
school and hospital, cultural, station and
pier, residence, military and religious.
Only the most representative and critically
important buildings were selected from each
category, and each has an exhilarating
story in history to tell. Those small mansions
in WuDaDao area, JieFangBeilLu area
and ltalian style zone are full of characters,
which architecture style includes classical
renaissance, gothic, baroque, neo—artistic,
eclectic, modern, all with a rich local taste
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of Tianjin. Besides those magnificent old
buildings, author also includes some photos
of gardens, squares, roads and bridges,
together with other old buildings, they are
the essential components of city and social
life of that era.

The quintessence of this book is a display
of contrast between old and new photo,
whether it is an old architecture, or a garden
square or roads and bridges. Readers
not only are able to view the new image
of the old architecture, but also be able to
transcend the time and space to witness the
scene in history as a striking contrast. This
will not only struck the reader with a strong
sense of evolution in time but also prompt

them for more recollection of past.

Architecture is frozen music. The old
buildings in Tianjin are complex of China
and west, past and present, and are well
regarded as an authentic symphony. Now
please allow us to stroll with the author and

to listen to this splendid music.
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