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With vast territories, extensive sea areas, picturesque topographies, rich
. natural resources, diverse climates and distinctive ethnic groups, China boasts of a
- magnificent geography that contributes greatly to the continuing civilization and

. the splendid culture of the great Chinese nation.
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Great China

China, with an area of 9.6 million km® lies in the east of Asia and the
west of the Pacific Ocean. Covering one fourth of the Asian land area or one
fifteenth of that of the world, China has an extensive north-south length of
5,500 km, starting from the central line of the Heilongjiang River in the north
and extending to the Zengmu Reef ' of the Nansha Islands in the south, and
a long east-west distance of 5,000 km, beginning at the confluence = of the
main channels of the Heilongjiang River and the Wusulijiang River in the east
and reaching the Pamier Plateau of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region in the
west.

China’s land frontier extends around 22,800 km and its coastline travels
about 18,000 km. Located inside its extensive sea areas are over 5,000 islands,
covering a total area of 80,000 km®. Of all these islands, the Taiwan Island is
the largest, with an area of 35,700 km’, the Hainan Island the second largest at
33,500 km?, and the Congming Island the third largest, as large as 1,083 km”’.
These islands and their affiliated islets ~ have long been China’s inseparable
territories.

China has various types of mountains, plateaus, hills, basins, plains,
Gobi, deserts and caves which are all typically magnificent. The topographical
distribution is featured with a three-step tendency, descending gradually
from the west to the east, with the Qingzang Plateau, also called “the roof
of the world”, being the highest step. The three-step topography divides the

whole country into three natural climatic districts: the eastern moist monsoon
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Geography
areas, the northwestern drought areas and the Qingzang high and cold areas.
Because of the tremendous differences in latitude ', longitude  and altitude,
China’s climatic patterns are extremely diverse, ranging from the tropical
climate in the south to the sub-arctic * climate in the north and the alpine
climate in the west.

China’s topographies have nurtured various rivers and lakes that are
very important components of geographical environments and natural
resources. The Yangtze River, the longest river in China and Asia and the
third longest in the world, flows to the East China Sea after twisting its way
eastwards through 11 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities.
Extending about 6,300 km, the Yangtze River covers a drainage area of
1.8 million km’. The Yellow River, with a drainage area of 750,000 km?, runs at
about 5,500 km through nine provinces and autonomous regions. Different
natural rivers apart, China has the earliest and longest artificial river in the
world, the Grand Canal. Dug in the Sui Dynasty, the 1,800-kilometer-long

Grand Canal connects the five river systems of the Haihe River, the Yellow

River, the Huaihe River, the Yangtze River, and the Qiantangjiang River,
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playing an important role in water irrigation, flood protection, drainage and
north-south transportation. In addition, there are also as many as 24,800
lakes, of which over 2,800 are natural. Although large in number, these lakes
are not evenly distributed. In the monsoon areas, particularly in the middle
and the lower reaches of the Yangtze River lie the largest fresh water lakes,
including the Poyanghu Lake, the Dongdinghu Lake, the Taihu Lake, etc. In the
west, mostly in the inland and salt water areas are located, for example, the
Qinghaihu Lake and the highly elevated Namucuohu Lake.

China, with four municipalities, 23 provinces, five autonomous regions
and two special administrative regions (SAR), is a unified multi-ethnic
country. The Han and other 55 ethnic groups have developed this vast and
fertile land, created the splendid Chinese history and culture, and made
great contributions to the world civilization. According to the sixth national
population census, the mainland Chinese population was 1.36782 billion and
the largest ethnic groups were the Zhuang, the Manchu, the Uygur, the Hui,
the Miao and so on, whose populations were over five million respectively.
Because of historical and geographical reasons, there is a sharp difference in
the density and distribution of ethnic population who mostly inhabit in the
southwestern and northwestern areas, and the northeastern provinces.

Different geographical locations, various featured religious beliefs, unique
working ways and life styles enabled the ethnic groups to have formed their
own distinctive customs and habits. The Tibetans show courtesy by presenting
Hada while the Bai people express their hospitality by offering three courses
of tea. The bamboo buildings of the Dai, the soil-piled houses of the Yi and
the tents of the Mongolians all demonstrate their wisdoms to coexist with
nature. The costumes, varying in style and type, are another representative
part in ethnic customs and cultures. The Miao are said to have more than one
hundred sub-factions ” and each sub-faction has its own style of clothing. All
ethnic groups have their traditional festivals for such different purposes as
commemoration (The Dragon Boat Festival of the Miao), celebration (The
Water Splashing Festival of the Dai) and recreation (The Wrestling Festival
of the Dong). Almost all ethnic groups have their own languages that belong
to different language families, such as the Han-Tibetan Language Family, the
Artai Language Family, the South Asian Language Family and the Indian
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European Language Family, but only 21 have their own writing systems.

China is a multi-ethnic country and the unity among all ethnic groups
is imperative. For ethnic prosperity and social development, the Chinese
government has formulated a series of policies. Equality and unity among all
ethnic groups are clearly stipulated in the Chinese Constitution. Great efforts
have also been made to develop scientific, cultural, educational, social welfare
and public health causes of the ethnic groups, whose religious beliefs, customs

and habits have been highly esteemed.
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There are many Chinese cities that possess special regional flavors and
favorable opportunities for social development. It is often their geographical

location features that help to malke them economically prosperous and culturally

unique. -

Featured Suzhou

In the lower reaches of the Yangtze River and on the shore of the Taihu
e Lake lies the 2,500-year-old city of Suzhou, regarded as the cradle of the Wu
scan for audio Cullure.

Wu, often applied to refer to the area of Suzhou, derived from the local

tribe who named itself Gouwu in the late Shang Dynasty at about the 11th
century BC. Later, He Lv, King of State Wu built his capital herein 514 BC and
the city came to be known as the Great City of He Lv. Ever since the capital
city was built, its location site and construction scale have remained virtually
unchanged, making Suzhou a rare city of historical and cultural fame in the
world.

Bordering Shanghai in the east, neighboring Zhejiang Province in the
south, pillowing on the Taihu Lake in the west and harboring the Yangtze River

in the north, Suzhou enjoys a mild and moist monsoon climate and is easily
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accessible by water, land and air transport. The whole area of Suzhou occupies
an area of 8,488 km”*, with Suzhou city properly covering 1,650 km®. Thanks to
its favorable geographical location, Suzhou has long been prosperous, rich in a
variety of agricultural products of rice, wheat, rape , cotton, mulberry and
fruits, with the Biluochun Tea from the Dongting Hill, the Silver Fish from the
Taihu Lake, and the Hairy Crab from the Yangchenghu Lake being the famous
local specialties. Well-known as the Land of Fish and Rice and the Capital of
Silk, Suzhou, one of the key cities on the Yangtze River Delta and a renowned
cultural, historical and tourist city, enjoys the fame as the Paradise on Earth.
With intersecting rivers and harbors, densely distributed lakes and
canals, Suzhou has a close relationship with water. The crisscrossed ' network
of watercourses not only connects Suzhou city with other county-level
cities around, but also makes the city a key transportation hub = between the

north and the south of China. The network of watercourses was once the most

efficient and economical means of commodity circulation, making Suzhou the




