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Abstract

Two rescue excavations at the Jialicun site were conducted by the Shaanxi Provincial Institute
of Archaeology from 2006 to 2008. A total area of around 500 square meters were excavated. Six
ash pits, one kiln and 30 burials of the Western Zhou period were unearthed. Other finds include a
Qin-Han period drainage facility consisting of several ceramic pipes, one Tang-dynasty tomb and
two Qing-dynasty tombs.

Majority of the archaeological remains are dated to the Western Zhou period. According to
the relative chronology reconstructed based on pottery typology, the site was occupied from the
Early Western Zhou period during the reign of King Cheng and King Kang to the Late Western
Zhou period during the reign of King Xuan. Most of the Western Zhou burials had a westerly or
easterly orientation (referring to the direction of the head of the deceased) and did not belong to a
single family. Several burials had a waist pit, which was normally placed in the middle of the burial
underneath the deceased. Some of the ceramic vessels found in the burials displayed distinctive
Yinxu (late Shang) characteristics. A large number of weng short-collared storage jars were found
at the residential area. Some of the residential features were cut by the burials. The stratigraphical
evidence and characteristics of the pottery assemblage suggest that the site was used as a cemetery
by the Shang-lineage immigrants to the Guanzhong region after its initial occupation by the local
people. Furthermore, it could be surmised that this site was one of the relocation settlements
controlled by the Zhou regime to relocate the Yin (late Shang) people.

The corpus of the archaeological data from the Jialicun site, the Zhouyuan site complex,
the Fenghao site complex and nearby sites on the Shaolingyuan area provide a relatively clear
understanding of how the Zhou people dealt with the Shang people after their conquer of the Shang.
Some of the details were also recorded in historical documents. The archaeological remains of
different Western Zhou settlements would demonstrate different characteristics due to their diverse
cultural backgrounds and demographic configurations. Such an archaeological phenomenon has also
been identified in the archaeological assemblages of different cultural periods. The excavation at the
Jialicun site further illustrates the significance of this important archaeological phenomenon to our

understanding of the Western Zhou society.
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