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Soft Decor Design, the Soul of Space

“Soft Decor Design", this concept is put forward in comparison to the traditional “hard" design,
which means all the movable, flexible, and replaceable elements in a space, such as furniture,
lighting, home textile, decoration and ornaments, etc. If we say hard interior design is the
skeleton of a space, soft design will be the soul of it. As the design industry blossoms, soft
interior design gradually bourgeons with the public increasingly recognising it. “Light finishing,
and heavy decoration”, a saying we always refer to, greatly assures the significance of soft
decor design.

In the recent years, the style of soft decor design tends to be more simple and succinct —
materials, structures and colours are all simplified and streamlined. Besides, more people
have started paying attention to Asian culture, while focusing on the details of history and
culture, also requesting highly for quality and comfort of space. Surely, there are people
pursuing more “personalised” or tailored space, with the “mix-and-match" way, creating
distinctive icons to make their home absolutely unique.

| have always had affirmative votes for soft decor culturally. Soft decor design is, instead
of the simple accumulation of products, the cultivation of some sort of aura, and where a
certain life style begins. By refining the functions, such design enables people to live more
comfortably and conveniently. Not just about purchasing products, an interior soft decor
designer is required to have unique understandings on space design, rich product resources,
and ability of selecting‘and matching all different soft interior elements, so that they can further
optimise the design with the help of the concise cognition of the space, which is also a direct
representation of the delight in life as well as the literacy in culture.

Soft decor design is a specialised skill and profession. If you would like to have more
professional and in-depth understandings on this industry, | would recommend you to start
from this book.

Jiang Xiaolin
Co-Direction Interior Design
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Elegant life
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Elegant and unique, beautiful and unconventional
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Fashion is a trend, and aristocracy is a kind of accumulation
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Simplicity Love

"From tomorrow on, | will be a happy man;

Grooming, chopping and traveling all over the world;

From tomorrow on, | will care about foodstuff and vegetable,
living in a house towards the sea with spring blossoms."

Does Haizi's poem intrigue you? Using the burning preference and
passion to avoid the hustle and bustle of city life, and choosing a romantic
coast to live. Seeing the ebb and flow every day and experiencing the
ups and downs of mood. Let the sunshine fill the room, and decorate it
with odd-shaped shells and freshly picked buds, delicate glass bottles
and jars, a coir carpet and coverings hand-made with white cotton and
linen fabric. Carefully preparing a delicious meal, just like the poem —
“skillfully mincing meat as smooth as snow, with brilliant seasoning making
the dishes as crowd-pleaser”, cooking with gratitude towards the person
and the ingredients, and by doing so, you could create the slow life of
your own. Changes in life can be easily made when taking on a different
perspective to it, the whole world begins to change once you look at it
differently, like the mindset described in Haizi's poem — | face the sea,
with flowers blossoming in the spring breeze.

Some say happiness is money that can't be used up, and being able to
laugh everyday; some say happiness is when the boss allows you to have
a few paid days off. Obviously, the former rises from the lack of money,
while the later comes from the lack of time. But when you have enough life
experiences, money and time, you would realize that, happiness is simple
— slow down your pace and live on the basis of life, simplicity is the best,
and that's how life should be, simple and warm with some occasional
surprises.

Wonder if you have such experience — In a slightly humid but comfortable
afternoon, you take a glimpse into the wall corner and find a small handful
of weed just grow out of it, they are still fresh and soft, “should | get rid

of them”, you think, but you then hesitate: “that is a life, a new-born life, |
should leave it be". And with changing seasons, they are getting greener
and stronger. When the winter comes, you get worried and see if they

get frozen, upon your touch, although feeling a bit dry, they are soft and
still standing against the cold and waiting for the coming year, when they
could thrive.

To some extent, our life is similar to those weeds — we can't choose where
we come from as well as the unpredictable toughness along the way, the
only thing we could determine is the way we live our life, we better keep
our head down, get our hands dirty and focus and stop complaining,

learn the necessary skills, and that's it, keep your life simple, instead of
worrying and shouldering too much pressure and desires. It may be hard
to make our life easier, but we can always make it simpler by keeping a
clear vision on your true goal and doing the necessary things to achieve it.
So, keep going, keep your life simple.
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Advanced Minimalism Proposition

SEMEENE S

Minimalism comes from Western Modernism in the early 20th century, its
founder is Walter Gropius. To promote function as the first principle, Gropius
made furniture modeling fit for the production line. To promote minimalism in
the architectural decoration, it simplified them including the design elements
colors, lighting, raw materials to a minimum extent which improved the
requirements of colors and material texture. It tried to achieve decorative effect
of doing more with less. Minimalism developed on fundamental of rebellion
against the trend of retro and Minimalist aesthetics in the mid-80s, and began
to integrate into the field of interior design in the early 90s. This simple form of
expression meets the needs of people. For example, emotional, instinctive and
rational needs of space environment. It is gradually being the concern of the
international community today.
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Minimalism is not simple. It derived from careful consideration and innovation,
rather simply "pile up" or "placed." Concise but not simple, it could be the best
portrayal of modern minimalist style. No more decoration, it pays attention to
modest proportion of modeling, emphasizing bright appearance, simple lines
and functional design, and color in strong contrast or elegant pleasure. It
reflects the modern fast-paced, simple and practical, but vibrant life. Because
of the simple line and less decorative elements, modern style furniture needs
the perfect soft decoration, in order to show beauty. Accessories in modern
minimalist style are the most eclectic. Some ornaments with simple lines,
unique design and even very creative and personalized style may be treated
as modern minimalist.



BAENEEFET 20 HEMHNBELFUREX, BIBARERE BFE
B (Walter Gropius) . IREEE—AENMNETESE, RETESR
KEETFNFEBE, ERWEN HREFY, BN E. 8%, B,
BEHAECIRONEREMmMRS TUEE. MHEBNBRENER, BORRID
Bz, UEHENENNE. BOE XYM 80 EMFEXN ST NERENR
MEFNEMEEELE, 90 =M, AEMAZTARTIESF., X
LA ENRMA R EANTE Z BIFFEIMR R . RENFEENF K,
EEHZRNESEmTEFRE.

=]

Characteristic

Minimalism emphasizes practicality. It also stresses the individuation and
abstraction of indoor space form and component, and pursues the depth and
precision of material, technology and space, and reflects the concise and
bright sense of times and abstract beauty.

Lines

Minimalism often uses geometric structure, composited of curve and
asymmetric lines. Some lines are soft and elegant, and some vigorous and
full of sense of rhythm. The whole three-dimensional form integrates into
methodical, rhythmic curves. The use of simple structure and beautiful shape
brings pleasure and leisure, which is the pursuit of a modern psychological
comfort.

Pattern
Walls, railings, window frames and furniture are with such pedicels, buds,
vines, insect wings and a variety of natural beauty, wavy shape patterns.
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Compared with the traditional style, modern minimalism with the most
straightforward decorative language clarifies the home space to create the
atmosphere, and then gives the space personality and calmness, but also
presents the avant-garde, unfettered feeling.

Color

Minimalism avoids complex color scheme but different from the absolute
black and white, it stands out in an implicit way. To achieve that, it requires
a simplified colour selection from colours of similar shapes, or the ones in
contrast.

Material

The quality and texture of Minimalist deco is the new luxury. Instead of those
strong and aggressive use of lines and materials, the modern Minimalism takes
on materials like steel grass, stainless steel. Also, traditional craftsmanship
is involved, the use of crafted glass, ceramic and iron work in their pure and
elegant forms, adding a sense of art to your space.
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LIVING ROOM
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DINING ROOM
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STUDY ROOM
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BEDROOM
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This clam but not boring space takes large white area as backdrop, which

is enriched with furniture and accessories of gold colour and various
shapes of beige.
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The corner of living room chooses warm colored wood as main material. Wall painting and desk decorations have
bec

1.1 LIVING ROOM
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