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The Culture of Chinese Liquor®

Lecture for the cultural heritage of Chinese Liquor and Western ( grape ) wines,
the Scuola Superiore Sant’ Anna of Pisa, Italy
Prof. Guo Wulin

Institute of Chinese Liquor Culture, Yibin University, Yibin Sichuan, 644000, P.R.
China Good Moming ( afternoon ), Ladies and Gentlemen:

I" m Guo Wulin, from Yibin of China, which is as—named Chinese Liquor Capital.
My major research is the culture and industry of Chinese liquor.

Our university is about 1500 ( fifteen hundreds ) meters away from Wuliangye
Group Company Limited, which is a world—famous enterprise, and one of the largest
companies in the world. Wuliangye Group Company is about 10 ( ten ) square kilometers,
with more than fifty thousand employees, and the yield is more than five hundred
thousand kiloliters. The sales revenue of 2013 is about 10 billion dollars.

China is a country with a large population, thus becoming one of the biggest market
for the consumption of liquor ( wine ), especially the white liquor. So the large enterprise

of Wuliangye Group was founded and developed. Benefiting from the population of 1.4
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( one point four ) billion, a semi-statistics shows that 0.3 billion people are frequent
beer—consumer, 0.2 billion people often drink Chinese liquor, and 0.1 billion people
often drink red wine ( grape ) . The majority of drinkers are male adults, and the most
women are not used to drinking alcohol.

In 2013, Chinese liquor industry reached a production yield of more than seventy—
five million Kiloliter, the net profit is about 136 billion dollars, and the total sales of
imports and exports is 4.5 billion dollars.

Among which, the yield of white liquor production is more than 12 ( twelve )
million kiloliters, and the sales revenue of white liquor is 81 ( eighty—one ) billion
dollars.

The yield of beer is more than 50 ( fifty ) million kiloliters, and the sales revenue of
beer is 30 ( thirty ) billion dollars.

The yield of red wine is more than one million kiloliters, the sales revenue of red
wine is 6.5 ( six point five ) billion dollars.

China has a long history, about 4 ( four ) thousand years counted from the first
dynasty, Xia dynasty. The legend of liquor was started from the first king named Xia Yu.
Intrigues of the Warring States was written by Liu Xiang ( Han Dynasty ) described liquor as:
Formerly, the daughter of the first king ( Xia Yu ) commanded Yi Di to produce good
liquor, and sent the liquor to the king. The king liked the liquor very much, but he
said “Later on, someone might lose the nation because of drinking good liquor”, so he
estranged Yi Di and forbidden producing liquor any longer.

Why do Chinese love to drink? According to the Chinese ancients, there are three
advantages drinking liquor. Firstly, liquor can have the function of treating illness.
Liquor is the best medicine when it is appropriate amount. It is important that the
liquor can promote blood circulation, scatter moisture, increase drug potential,
remove evil gas, remove disadvantages, promote appetite, warm stomach, keep
out cold, prevent pain of waist and knees, promote the efficacy of medicine, and
et al. Secondly, liquor can the put off the ageing senium. A good body needs good
liquor to protect itself. Therefore, the liquor has the function of prolonging life. In the
end, liquor promote etiquette. As the old saying goes: “There is feast joy or etiquette
without liquor” .

There are a lot of custom and occasions to drink in china, such as, the New Year,

the Spring Festival, birthday, wedding ceremony, funeral, as well as welcoming
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friends, seeing off friends, sending people to the battlefield, and even feeling lonely,
and bored.

Chinese like “bottom—up” when they drink Chinese liquor. It is worthwhile noticing
something very interesting according to Chinese hospitality. For the place with no vyield of liquor
at all, the hosts will normally provide the guests good liquor without tasting it themselves ;
while for the place with few liquor yield, the host prefer to offer the guests more liquor than
themselves. Nevertheless for the place with fruitful liquor yield, the host will drink more than
guests. The Chinese tradition is that the host will pay a treat instead of “AA” way of payment
( pay for themselves ) . In order to show the enthusiasm the host will always prefer to provide the
guest luxury liquor as good as they can, and as much as they have.

When Chinese drink in the banquet, there are generally three stages. The first one
Is a toast stage, in which the host toasts to the guests with some remarks of welcome
or thanks to the guests. And three cups of liquor may be presented by the host to all the
guests, the first cup represents the gathering of friends, old and new, the second cup
is the meaning of today’ s joyful reunion and communicating often in the future, and
the third cup represents the friendship, wishing health, and blessing feelings for a long
time. The second stage is the one of mutual toasting, and the host may first propose a
toast to the guest according to the pecking order sequence, one glass of every person,
then, other people on the table according to the pecking order also propose a toast to
the person on the table. So all the people can understand each other, mutually say some
homage, and may build closer relationships with each other. The third stage is that of
urging people to drink. In this stage, in order to deepen the relationship, the host and
guest often form some groups according to kinship, geographical relations, industry
relations, friendship relations, or find a common topic, and then continue to drink. In
the third stage, people may relax and feel very happy, and with more liquor taken,
some people even drunk, and the drinking atmosphere reached a climax.

But for the habit of drinking liquor in some places and for some Chinese people,
there are some kinds of bad habit of compéting for drinking liquor. In order to enhance
friendship in the banquet, these people may take many ways to urge somebody to drink
liquor, by saying the drinking prohibition, playing drinking game, and guessing liquor
trail, etc. There are always many drunken phenomena for these reasons. "No good and
evil, going beyond the limit is as bad as falling short.” drunkness may lead to many

conseguences, injuring stomach or lung for one person, and in some cases, may lead to
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the country defeated and the home lost. In Chinese history, there are many emperors lost
their countries because of excessive drinking, such as the last emperor Shangzhou King
of Shang Dynasty, who infatuated with “extravagant orgy and the country was lost in
the end. And in the present, a lot of people cause adverse social impacts because of drunk
driving, drunkenness, and improper conduct after driving. Therefore, from ancient to
modern times, Chinese governments release many regulations of prohibiting drinking
alcohols in the working daytime. In the different Chinese dynasties, many measures have

been successively introduced, including heavy taxes, the state monopoly, prohibiting

private brewing, no drinking in the public. Even so, the drinking habit is still not
changed when people meet in the banquet.

Liquor is common in the lives of Chinese people, and also profoundly affects
Chinese politically, economically, militarily and culturally. There are many stories about
drinking in Chinese history. The most famous stories are usually known as—Taming
Of The Princess, Drunken Beauty, the Gathering in Xinting by the Yangtse River in
the Eastern Jin Dynasty, Remove from Military Position by Means of Cups of Liquor,
Banquet for the Aged, Cooking Liquor Heroes ( playing dumb to save life ), Banquet
At Hongmen ( a feast set up as a trap for the invited ), and so on. These stories were
compiled into novels, TV series and movies, which became part of China’ s liquor
culture on the table, adding fun to drinking and enrich the knowledge of drinkers.

There are also a lot of famous poems left about drinking, and the most notable lines
are as follows:

Here before us, ligquor and song!

For man does not live long.

Like daybreak dew,

His days are swiftly gone.

Sanguine—souled we have to be!

Though painful memory haunted us yet.

Thoughts and sorrows naught allays,

Save the cup Du Kang first set.

Caocao ( poet of Wei and Jin Dynasty ), A Song

In Wei City, morning rain dampens light dust.

Around the inn, green on green—new willows fresh.

I urge you, drink down one more cup of liquor.

® 008



F—E EHFRUEFTHIRRE

Out west, past Yang Pass, you’ 1l find no old friends.

Wangwei ( poet of Tang Dynasty ), Song of Wei City

But since water still flows, though we cut it with our swords, And sorrows return,
though we drown them with liquor.

Libai ( poet of Tang Dynasty ), Farewell Song

We open your window over garden and field, to talk mulberry and hemp with cups
in our hand.

Meng Haoran ( poet of Tang Dynasty ), Stopping at a Friend’ s Farm-house

The rain falls thick and fast on All Souls’ Day,

The men and women sadly move along the way.

They ask where liquor shops can be found or where to rest—
And there the herdboy’ s fingers Almond—Town suggest.
Dumu ( poet of Tang Dynasty ), All Souls’ Day

When will the moon be clear and bright?

With a cup of liquor in my hand, I ask the blue sky.

Sushi ( poet of Song Dynasty ), The Mid—autumn Festival T—une: “Prelude to Water
Melody”

Now, the CPC is to provide a nationwide austerity prohibiting the use of official
reception superior products, military prohibition of alcohol. It results in a serious decline
of the expensive ligquor consumption. So the import of liquor is also atfected. China had
imported 27.90 million liters of bottle liquor in 2013, and the growth rate of 4.70% is
decreased 33% compared with the value of early 2013 ( 38.27% ) ; while the imports of
bulk wine is 891 million liters, with a decrease in growth rate of 26.71% accordingly.

Nevertheless, China is still a big consumer of liguor. Most Chinese still prefer liquor.
Traditional Chinese liquor is highly concentrated, with the alcohol content of over 52%.
Thus this kind of highly concentrated liquor is flammable. It is colorless and transparent,
but tastes both sweet and burning, as described, “half of fresh water and half of the
flame” . International friends keep curiosity at Chinese liquor: “I feel liquor a bit like
paint thinner”, the U.S. Meat Export Federation Manager Michelle Pajot les once said.

“However, as many other things in China, I eventually fell in love with Chinese liquor.”
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