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Preface

We need to travel around because travels enrich our lives. We need to
have hobb1es because hobbies make life more interesting. Stamp collecting
is by “nature’ an edifying hobby and an elegant cultural activity that can
broaden our kntwvledge Therefore stamp collecting and travel complement
each other to enrich life and accumulate knowledge in making life more
colorful. ,

In today's world, stamp collecting, travel and sports are three mdy ;
fashions that are widely received by billions of people. Sports build
bodies, travel broadens outlook and stamp collecting relaxes the min ;{ﬁhe
three, although different, achieve the same goal. The combination of.
stamp collecting and travel is especially compatible. Although one may not
be physically present, through appreciating the subject matter printed on a
stamp, one can still enjoy the sight of those revolutionary bases, historic
cities, historical relics, famous mountains and rivers, beautiful scenery,
folk traditions, rare birds and animals. Without stepping out of door, one
can virtually experience 'travel' u&entally through stamps.

There are many publications related to stamp collecting and travel, such
asStamps and Nanjing, Stamps and Suzhou, Travel With Stamps, A
World of Stamps, Oriental Stamp World, Stamp Collecting and Travel,
Appreciate Gansu Through Stamps and so on. However we have not seen
any books combining stamp collecting and travel through maps.
Fortunately we now have this uniqueAt/as on China's Philately and Tourism
planned by Mr. Yan Xiaoyuan and jointly compiled by Quanfang Map
Application and Development Center of Jiangsu Province and SinoMaps
Press.

The important special feature of this atlas is opportunely. complementing
philatelic items with the 34 provinces, autonomous regions, municipalities
and special administrative regions. Following the maps, one can find scenic
spots, and at the same time, enjoy the relevant stamps. The book is
supplemented with philatelic knowledge and geographical information, thus
integrating stamps and travel. Apart from travel information, all kinds of
philatelic items related to scenic spots, tourist attractions and cultural relics
issued since the founding of the People's Republic of China are collected in
this book. Copperplate—printed on art paper, this book filled with pictures
of stamps and maps is a specialized guide book for stamp collecting and
travel. There are appendices at the end of the book in which valuable
references may be found. ¢

Enjoying stamps indoors 15, called "armchair travel” and on—spot
sightseeing is -called "physiéal travel". It is my pleasure to present this
preface as theAdz/as on China’s Philately and 7owurrsm Wwill enable one to
enjoy both types of travel. At the same time, 1 heartily commend this
book to the broad masses of stamp collectors and travel enthusiasts as a
guide. With the guide in hand, the rewards can be boundless.

Runkang Guo
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Notes

1. Approved by the Department of Postage and Stamps of the State Post
Bureau (Ref. No. [1999] 108), Quanfang Map Application and ' Development
Center of Jiangsu Province ‘is authorized to reproduce stamp designs in
publishing thedtlas on China's Philately and Tourism .

2Atlas on China's Philately and Tourism (hereinafter referred to as the Atlas)
is composed of 3 introductory maps; 34 maps respectively for provinces,
municipalities, autonomous regions, special administrative regions (SAR) and
provincial capitals; 226 maps for major tourist cities (Prefecture level) and
scenic spots; and 18 appendices.

3. The Atlas includes stamps of famous scenic spots, cultural and historical
interests issued by the State Post Bureau from October 1949 to June 2003. It
also includes some scenery. stamps of Hong kong SAR. Some selected
envelopes, postcards and postmarks are also included.

4. In this Atlas, you will find definitive stamps, commemorative stamps
and special stamps, etc. For their symbols, please refer to "Common
Knowledge on Philately" in Pages 6—7. ;

5. Serial Marking of the stamps: "Cl14 (3—2)" means the 14th set of
commemorative stamps which has 3 stamps and the shown stamp is the
second one in the set. "96—3 (2—2)" means the 3rd set of stamps issued in
1996 which has 2 stamps and the shown- stamp is the second one in the set.

6. As this Atlas is for philately and tourism, the selected philatelic items
on the map should be related to tourism activities and should pertain to the
place. However, due to availability of suitable philatelic items, exceptions to
the rule may occur. For example, miniature sheet T69M, "Dream of the Red
Chamber", is not placed in the Rocky City of Nanjing. Logically, plaé‘tgment
of this sheet would be better at the Grand View Garden of Beijing, one of
China's best 40 scenic spots.  But because avallable philatelic items pertaining
to Beijing are plentiful and items related to Shanghai are relatively less, the
sheet is placed at the Grand View Garden of Qingpu District in Shanghai.
For the Beijing Grand View Garden, a stamp, T69 (12—1), "Daiyu (heroine
in the story) Buries The Flowers" is instead selected.

7. Stamps of the Chinese Zodiac (based on animals in a 12—year cycle) are
much favored among many stamp enthusiasts. Stamps of this nature,
understandably symbolic, do not portray an animal originating from a
particular  place, but only a relevant place, and most of these animals are
concentrated in the provinces of Yunnan and Guizhou. This Atlas only
selected Chinese Zodiac stamps pertaining to famous tourist sites, e.g. Baima
(White Horse) Temple Qingyang (Green Goat) Temple, Humen (Tiger Gate),
etc.

8. For the convenience of the touring and stamp collecting enthusiast, the
selected philatelic items in the Atlas are listed in the "Index of the Selected
Philatelic ‘Ttems" in the Appendix giving relevant information on the items.

9. Due to non—existence of issued philatelic items, some scenic spots are
illustrated instead with photographs or picture postcards (sans postage) which
do not bear serial markings.
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