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n by .tﬁe- kind of fervent résolution

we shall be strong enough to
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much. She had teated me like a school — boy and,
to deceive me, had resorted to an insultingly simple
ruse—that much was clear. My pride then took o-
ver. | had to leave this woman without giving her
the satisfaction of knowing how much our parting
made me suffer,and this is what I wrote to her,in
my most elegant hand andwith tears of rage and
pain in my eyes: -
“My dear Marguerite

| trust that yesterday’ s indisposition has not
proved too troublesome. | called, at eleven last eve-
ning, to ask after you, and was told you had not yet
retumed. Monsieur de G was altogether more fortu-
nate, for he arrived a few moments later and was still
witly you at four o’ clock this morning.

Forgive me the tiresome few hours which I in-
flicted on you, and rest assured that I shall never
forget the happy moments which I owe you.

I would certainly have called to ask after you
today , but I propose to return and join my father.

Farewell ,my dear Marguerite. I am neither rich
enough to love you as I should wish, nor poor e-
nough to love you as you .would like. Let us both
forget :you,a name which must mean very little to
you,and I, happiness which has become impossible
for me to bear.

I am returning your key which I
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used, and which you may find will answer some
useful purpose,if you are often ill the way you were
yesterday. ” 7

As you see, I did not have the strength to end
my letter without a touch of supercilious irony, which
only went to prove how much in love I still was.

I read and reread my letter ten times over,and
the though of the pain it would cause Marguerite
calmed me a little. I tried to live up to the bold note
it had struck ,and when,at eight o’ clock , my- serv-
ant answered my summons, I handed it to him to

deliver at once.

“Must | wait for an answer?” Joseph asked. ( My
manservant was called Joseph. All manservants are
called Joseph. )

“If you are asked whether a reply is expected,
you will say that you don’ t know, and you will wait.”

I clung to hope that she would answer.

Poor,weak creatures that we are!

The whole of the time my servant was .out,I re-
mained in a state of extreme agitation. At some mo-
ments, recalling how completely Marguerite had
given herself to me, I asked myself by what right
had I written her an impertinent letter when she
could quite well reply that it was not Monsieur de G
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who was deceiving me but I who was deceiving Mon- | B%& AESEXEEN B CEHR M., —
sieur de G—which is an argument which allows | SJLRXEETEXTHRMES,
many a woman to have more than one lover. At other REMACHEROEEHERA
moments ,recalling the hussy’ s solemn oaths,I tried FX IR BA A AT F
AR UBTI— 1 FRATE E
TN B, RXBERAGHE
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scourge a woman who could laugh at love as sincere RETR B S B 0B B i R 7 T R )

as nine. Then again,I told myself that it would have | g,
been better not to write at all ,but to have called on
her during the day:in this way,I would have been

there to enjoy the teare I made her weep.

to convince myself that my letter had been far too
mild and that there were no words strong enough to

In the end,I came round to wondering wha

would say in her answer, and I was already
pared to believe whatever excuse she gave me.

Joseph returned.
“Well?” 1 said.
“Sir,” he answered, “ Madame |
and_ as stlll asleep, but the
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most likely that she would give me an answer, the
more | regretted having written.
Ten o’ clock,eleven o’ clock ,midday struck.

At noon, I was on the point of setting off for our
- rendezvous, as though nothing had happened. I was
at a complete loss for a way of breaking out of the i-
ron ring that held me fast.

Then, with the superstition of those who wait, I
thought that if I went out for a while,I should find an
answer when I got back. Replies which we await with

impatience always come when we are not at home.

I went out, ostensibly to lunch.

Instead of lunching at the Cafe Foy,on the cor-
ner of the Boulevard,as was my custom, Ithought I
would have lunch in the Palais — Royal and go via
the rue d’ Antin. Every time I saw a woman in the
distance, I thought it was Nanine bringing me a re-
ply. I walked the length of the rue d’ Antin without
coming across any sort of messenger. I arrived at
the Palais — Royal and went into Very’ s. The wai-
ter gave me something to eat,or, more accurately,
served me whatever he wished , for I ate nothing.

Despite myself, my eyes remained fixed on the
clock. _

I returned home, convinced that I would find a
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letter from Marguerite.
The porter had received nothing for me. I still

had hopes of my servant. He had seen no one since

the time I went out.

If Marguerite was going to give me an answer,

~ she would have done so long before.

I began to regret the terms of my letter; I
should  have remained totally silent, since this
would doubtless have made her uneasy,and spurred
her to make a move;for,seeing that I had not kept

our appointment the previous day, she would have

asked the reason for my absence and only then

should I have given it. In this way,she would have
had no alternative but to establish her innocence,
and I wanted her to establish her innocence. I al-
ready sensed that whatever the excuses she gave
me,] would have believed her,and I knew that I
should have preferred anything than never to see
her again.

In the end, I fell to thinking that she would
come herself. but the hours ticked by. and she did
not are.

Marguerité was clearly quite unlike other
women , for there are not many who,on receiving a
letter like the one I had just written, do not send
some sort of reply.

At five,I hurried to the Champs — Elysées.
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“If I meet her,” 1 thought , “/ shall appear uncon-
cerned, and she will see that | have stopped thinking
about her already. ” |

On the corner of the rue Royale, I saw her
dnve past in her cerriage. The encounter happened

that

so - sudde; elt myse]f grow pale I have no
idea if

aback t

my reac ion, for I was so taken
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ear on the Boulevard when I ran into Gaston who

asked me where I had been.

“To the Palais — Royal.”

“I’ ve been to the Opéra,” he said. “/ rather
thought I’ d see you there.”

“Why?,”

“Because Marguerite was there.”

“Oh! Was she?”

“Yes.”

“On her own?”

“No, with one of her women friends.”

“Anyone else?”

“Count de G showed up in her hox for a moment
or two, but she went off with the Duke. | thought I’ d
see you appear any minute. I had a seat next to me

. which stayed empty the whole evening, and | was

sure it had been paid for by you.
“But why should | go wherever Marguerite

goes?”

“Because, dammit, you’ re her lover!”

“And who told you that?” 1

“ Prudence. | met her yesterday. | congratulate
you, old boy. She’ s a pretty mistress to have,and it’
s not everybody that can have her. Hang on to her,
she’ Il be a credit to you.”

This straightforward observation of Gaston’ s
showed me how ridiculously touchy I was being.

If I had met him the previous evening and he
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had talked to me like this,I would neve have writ-
ten the stupid letter I had sent that moming.

I was on the point of going round to Prudence’
s and sending word to Marguerite tha I had to talk
to her. But I was afraid that,to get back at me,she
would send word that she could see me, and I re-
turned home after walking by the rue d’ Antin.

Once again I asked my porter if he had a letter
for me.

Nothing !

“She’ Il have wanted to see whether I’ d try
some new move and retract my letter today,” 1 told
myself as I got into bed, “ but when she sees | ha-
ven’ t written to her, she’ Il write to me tomorrow. ”

That nigh especially did I regret what I had
done. I was alone in my apartment ,unable to sleep,
fretting with worry and jealousy whereas, by letting
things take their true course,I should have been at
Marguerite’ s side hearing her say those sweet

words which I had heard on only two occasions, and

which now made my ears burn in my loneliness.

The most dreadful part of my predicament was
that logic put me in the wrong. Indeed , all the indi-
cations were that Marguerite loved me. In the first

place, there was her scheme for spending a whole
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summer alone with me in the country. Then there
was the plain fact that there was nothing that o-
bliged her to be my mistress, for the money I had

was insufficient for her needs or even her whims. So

* there was nothing more to it,on her part, than the

hope of finding sincere affection through me which
would be a relief from the mercenary loves which
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beset her life. And now,on the second day,I was in | gras.

the process of blighting that hope and repaying with

highhanded irony the two nights of love which I had | 34

accepted! What I was doing was therefore worse




she was unwell when she could easily have said
bluntly, with the appalling frankness of some
women , that shé was expecting a lover;and instead
of going along with her letter, instead of taking a
walk in any street in Paris except the rue d’ Antin,
instead of spending the evening with my friends and
presenting myself the next day at the time she had
indicated, I was behaving like othello, spying on
her, thinking I was punishing her by not seeing her
- any more. But quite the reverse:she was probably
delighted by this separation and must have thought
me supremely inane. Her silence was nothing so
grand as rancour it was contempt.

At this point, I should have given Marguerite
some present or other which would have left her in
no doubt about my liberality and also allowed me,
because I had treated her like any other kept
woman, to believe that I had no further obligations
towards her. But I felt that with the least hint of
trade, I should degrade, if not the love she had for
me , then at leat the love I had for her; and since
this love of mine was so pure that it refused to be
shared with others, it was incapable of offering a
present, however fine, as payment in full for the
happiness , howver brief,I had been given.

This is what I kept telling myself over and over
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