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The I Ching
_Q/O?h\;—

James Legge %

I. THE KHIEN HEXAGRAM

Explanation of the entire figure by King Wan

Khien ( represents) what is great and originating, penetrating, advantageous,

correct and firm.

Explanation of the separate lines by the duke of Kau.
In the first (or lowest) NINE, undivided, ( we see its subject as) the dragon lying hid
(in the deep). It is not the time for active doing.
In the second NINE, undivided, (we see its subject as) the dragon appearing in the
field. It will be advantageous to meet with the great man.
In the third NINE, undivided, (we see its subject as) the superior man active and
vigilant all the day, and in the evening still careful and apprehensive. (The position
is) dangerous, but there will be no mistake.
In the fourth NINE, undivided, (we see its subject as the dragon looking) as if he
were leaping up, but still in the deep. There will be no mistake.
In the fifth NINE, undivided, ( we see its subject as) the dragon on the wing in the
sky. It will be advantageous to meet with the great man.
In the sixth (or topmost) NINE, undivided, ( we see its subject as) the dragon
exceeding the proper limits. There will be occasion for repentance.
('The lines of this hexagram are all strong and undivided, as appears from) the use of
the number NINE. If the host of dragons (thus) appearing were to divest themselves
of their heads, there would be good fortune.

[ R3]

2. MEE: u¥, MHBZl, BTAMKE, X, FHRE, Fl, HEEN, Ktk

M, LI,

PIN: JBFE, BIKE,
ANZ: H, LK, AF, TARH,
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A= FEAN, RAEH, BEAL,
AN R, TETE.
AR BEHE,
ER: BETEH, HZHE.
RS Fk oL,
[EFx]

II. THE KHWAN HEXAGRAM

Khwan ( represents) what is great and originating, penetrating, advantageous,
correct and having the firmness of a mare. When the superior man ( here intended) has
to make any movement, if he take the initiative, he will go astray; if he follow, he will
find his (proper) lord. The advantageousness will be seen in his getting friends in the
south-west, and losing friends in the north-east. If he rest in correctness and firmness,
there will be good fortune.

1. In the first SIX, divided, (we see its subject) treading on hoarfrost. The strong ice
will come (by and by).

2. The second SIX, divided, (shows the attribute of) being straight, square, and great.
(Its operation) , without repeated efforts, will be in every respect advantageous.

3. The third SIX, divided, (shows its subject) keeping his excellence under restraint,
but firmly maintaining it. If he should have occasion to engage in the king’s service,
though he will not claim the success (for himself), he will bring affairs to a good
issue.

4. The fourth SIX, divided, (shows the symbol of) a sack tied up. There will be no
ground for blame or for praise.

5. The fifth SIX, divided, (shows) the yellow lower garment. There will be great good
fortune.

6. The sixth SIX, divided (shows) dragons fighting in the wild. Their blood is purple
and yellow.

7. (The lines of this hexagram are all weak and divided, as appears from) the use of the
number six. If those (who are thus represented) be perpetually correct and firm,
advantage will arise.
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3. Wi ¥, Mul, WHAEMIE, FIRE.
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BN RSP, DLmEEL,

III. THE KUN HEXAGRAM

Kun (indicates that in the case which it presupposes) there will be great progress

and success, and the advantage will come from being correct and firm. ( But) any
movement in advance should not be (lightly) undertaken. There will be advantage in
appointing feudal princes.

1.

The first NINE, undivided, shows the difficulty (its subject has) in advancing. It will
be advantageous for him to abide correct and firm; advantageous (also) to be made a
feudal ruler.

The second SIX, divided, shows (its subject) distressed and obliged to return;
(even) the horses of her chariot (also) seem to be retreating. (But) not by a spoiler
(is she assailed) , but by one who seeks her to be his wife. The young lady maintains
her firm correctness, and declines a union. After ten years she will be united, and
have children.

The third SIX, divided, shows one following the deer without (the guidance of) the
forester, and only finding himself in the midst of the forest. The superior man,
acquainted with the secret risks, thinks it better to give up the chase. If he went
forward, he would regret it.

The fourth SIX, divided, shows (its subject as a lady), the horses of whose chariot
appear in retreat. She seeks, however, (the help of) him who seeks her to be his
wife. Advance will be fortunate; all will turn out advantageously.

The fifth NINE, undivided, shows the difficulties in the way of (its subject’s)
dispensing the rich favours that might be expected from him. With firmness and
correctness there will be good fortune in small things; (even) with them in great
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things there will be evil.
6. The topmost SIX, divided, shows (its subject) with the horses of his chariot obliged
to retreat, and weeping tears of blood in streams.

[Ex])
4. 5. ¥, BEIORESR, HFORK, MBS, H=5, EWASE, Fi,
N ke, MR, RUER, LIEX,
h=: 8%, & A1, . TRX
AN=: JHARKZ, ek, FAES, M,
Al W%, ¥,
N ﬁ%, Ho
Eiu. &%, AFE, FIEE,

[#Fx]
IV. THE MANG HEXAGRAM

Mang (indicates that in the case which it presupposes) there will be progress and
success. I do not (go and) seek the youthful and inexperienced, but he comes and
seeks me. When he shows (the sincerity that marks) the first recourse to divination, I
instruct him. If he apply a second and third time, that is troublesome; and I do not
instruct the troublesome. There will be advantage in being firm and correct.

1. The first SIX, divided, ( has respect to) the dispelling of ignorance. It will be
advantageous to use punishment ( for that purpose), and to remove the shackles
(from the mind). But going on in that way ( of punishment) will give occasion for
regret.

2. The second NINE, undivided, (shows its subject) exercising forbearance with the
ignorant, in which there will be good fortune; and admitting ( even the goodness of
women, which will also be fortunate. ( He may be described also as) a son able to
(sustain the burden of) his family.

3. The third SIX, divided, (seems to say) that one should not marry a woman whose
emblem it might be, for that, when she sees a man of wealth, she will not keep her
person from him, and in no wise will advantage come from her.

4. The fourth SIX, divided, (shows its subject as if) bound in chains of ignorance.
There will be occasion for regret.
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5. The fifth SIX, divided, shows its subject as a simple lad without experience. There
will be good fortune.

6. In the topmost NINE, undivided, we see one smiting the ignorant (youth). But no
advantage will come from doing him an injury. Advantage would come from warding
off injury from him.

(R3]
b. fo=: AF, HF, viFE., MEXII,
L. ®/TR, FAE, &,
. /TY, ME, &5,
n=: ®TTE, BEE,
AW T, HAN,
WA FTHERE, 0H,
EAR: ATR, BAEZE=NR, HZAE,

V. THE HSU HEXAGRAM

Hsu intimates that, with the sincerity which is declared in it, there will be brilliant
success. With firmness there will be good fortune; and it will be advantageous to cross
the great stream. '

1. The first NINE, undivided, shows its subject waiting in the distant border. It will be
well for him constantly to maintain (the purpose thus shown), in which case there
will be no error.

2. The second NINE, undivided, shows its subject waiting on the sand ( of the mountain
stream). He will (suffer) the small (injury of) being spoken ( against), but in the
end there will be good fortune.

3. The third NINE, undivided, shows its subject in the mud ( close by the stream). He
thereby invites the approach of injury.

4. The fourth SIX, divided, shows its subject waiting in (the place of) blood. But he
will get out of the cavern.

5. The fifth NINE, undivided, shows its subject waiting amidst the appliances of a feast.
Through his firmness and correctness there will be good fortune.

6. The topmost SIX, divided, shows its subject entered into the cavern. (But) there are
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three guests coming, without being urged, (to his help) .If he receive them
respectfully, there will be good fortune in the end.

[FRx]
6. INE: AFEH, PEH, AN, FIRKAN, ARFKRII,
YIN: AKEE, M5, &%
= Axi, AmidE, HEA=EF, £,
AN=: RIBE, s, &%, RAEF, Bl
uld: ARyeir, ZRPME, %o,
IE: B, JTH,
b Bz BW, XY=,

[#¥x]

V1. THE SUNG HEXAGRAM

Sung intimates how, though there is sincerity in one’s contention, he will yet meet
with opposition and obstruction; but if he cherish an apprehensive caution, there will be
good fortune, while, if he must prosecute the contention to the (bitter) end, there will
be evil. It will be advantageous to see the great man; it will not be advantageous to
cross the great stream.

1. The first SIX, divided, shows its subject not perpetuating the matter about which (the
contention is). He will suffer the small (injury) of being spoken against, but the end
will be fortunate.

2. The second NINE, undivided, shows its subject unequal to the contention. If he retire
and keep concealed ( where) the inhabitants of his city are (only) three hundred
families, he will fall into no mistake.

3. The third SIX, divided, shows its subject keeping in the old place assigned for his
support, and firmly correct. Perilous as the position is, there will be good fortune in
the end. Should he perchance engage in the king’s business, he will not ( claim the
merit of) achievement.

4. The fourth NINE, undivided, shows its subject unequal to the contention. He returns
to (the study of Heaven’s) ordinances, changes ( his wish to contend), and rests in
being firm and correct. There will be good fortune.

S. The fifth NINE, undivided, shows its subject contending; —and with great good
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fortune.

6. The topmost NINE, undivided, shows how its subject may have the leathern belt

conferred on him ( by the sovereign), and thrice it shall be taken from him in a
morning.

[FEx)

7. ME: sLAE, B

IS U DAEE, X,

= fihe, B, E=8.

AN=: IPEEEF, X,

AW AR, T

AT HAS®, MG, &, KT, RFEF, X,
N KBAMm, FEARK, DATH,

[#ExX])

VII. THE SZE HEXAGRAM

Sze indicates how, in the case which it supposes, with firmness and correctness,

and (a leader of) age and experience, there will be good fortune and no error.

14

The first SIX, divided, shows the host going forth according to the rules (for such a
movement ). If these be not good, there will be evil.

The second NINE, undivided, shows (the leader) in the midst of the host. There will
be good fortune and no error. The king has thrice conveyed to him the orders ( of his
favour).

The third SIX, divided, shows how the host may, possibly, have many inefficient
leaders. There will be evil.

The fourth SIX, divided, shows the host in retreat. There is no error.

The fifth SIX, divided, shows birds in the fields, which it will be advantageous to
seize (and destroy). In that case there will be no error. If the oldest son leads the
host, and younger men (idly occupy offices assigned to them), however firm and
correct he may be, there will be evil.

The topmost SIX, divided, shows the great ruler delivering his charges, (appointing
some) to be rulers of states, and others to undertake the headship of clans; but small
men should not be employed (in such positions).
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8. WE: &, B, ju, Kil, &, ATk, RRX,

VIN: AR, B, FRAL, ZKRAE, #.
AN WWZHEN, UE,
N=: HZEA,
AW Sz, s,
NE: BH, A=K, K&, BAAW, &,
BN HZEE, X,

[#Fx]

VIII. THE PI HEXAGRAM

PI indicates that (under the conditions which it supposes) there is good fortune.

But let (the principal party intended in it) re-examine himself, (as if) by divination,

whether his virtue be great, unintermitting, and firm. If it be so, there will be no error.

Those who have not rest will then come to him; and with those who are (too) late in

coming it will be ill.

1. The first SIX, divided, shows its subject seeking by his sincerity to win the
attachment of his object. There will be no error. Let (the breast) be full of sincerity
as an earthenware vessel is of its contents, and it will in the end bring other
advantages.

2. In the second SIX, divided, we see the movement towards union and attachment
proceeding from the inward ( mind). With firm correctness there will be good
fortune.

In the third SIX, divided, we see its subject seeking for union with such as ought not
to be associated with.

4. In the fourth SIX, divided, we see its subject seeking for union with the one beyond
himself. With firm correctness there will be good fortune.

5. The fifth NINE, undivided, affords the most illustrious instance of seeking union and
attachment. ( We seem to see in it) the king urging his pursuit of the game (only) in
three directions, and allowing the escape of all the animals before him, while the
people of his towns do not warn one another (to prevent it). There will be good
fortune.

6. In the topmost SIX, divided, we see one seeking union and attachment without

9
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having taken the first step (to such an end). There will be evil.

[Ex]
9. NE=: ¥, B AW, AKX,
vijL. EAE, MHE? &,
h=: #8, %,
= HEjisE, KFERH,
AWM. HF, %, HBHEE,
LR . BHFEW, FLUHSL,
EJu. BEWIBEAL, mfEE, W\, AJLE, BFIEX,

[#FEx]
IX. THE HSIAO KHU HEXAGRAM

Hsiao Khu indicates that (under its conditions) there will be progress and success.

(We see) dense clouds, but no rain coming from our borders in the west.

1. The first NINE, undivided, shows its subject returning and pursuing his own course.
What mistake should he fall into? There will be good fortune.

2. The second NINE, undivided, shows its subject, by the attraction ( of the former
line) , returning (to the proper course). There will be good fortune.

3. The third NINE, undivided, suggests the idea of a carriage, the strap beneath which
has been removed, or of a husband and wife looking on each other with averted eyes.

4. The fourth SIX, divided, shows its subject possessed of sincerity. The danger of
bloodshed is thereby averted, and his ( ground for) apprehension dismissed. There
will be no mistake.

5. The fifth NINE, undivided, shows its subject possessed of sincerity, and drawing
others to unite with him. Rich in resources, he employs his neighbours (in the same
cause with himself).

6. The topmost NINE, undivided, shows how the rain has fallen, and the ( onward
progress) is stayed; —(so) must we value the full accumulation of the virtue
(represented by the upper trigram). But a wife ( exercising restraint) , however firm
and correct she may be, is in a position of peril, (and like) the moon approaching to

10
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the full. If the superior man prosecute his measures (in such circumstances), there
will be evil.

[[Rx]
10. B=. BRE, AEAN, F,
Wil REfE, T4,
. JBEHEHE, A,
A= WEEM, BiREE. BERE, BA, X, RANTKE.,
. BER, B, &%,
LH. RE, viG,
EJu. MBER, HiE, T,

[#Fx]
X. THE LI HEXAGRAM

(LI suggests the idea of) one treading on the tail of a tiger, which does not bite
him. There will be progress and success.

1. The first NINE, undivided, shows its subject treading his accustomed path. If he go
forward, there will be no error.

2. The second NINE, undivided, shows its subject treading the path that is level and
easy; —a quiet and solitary man, to whom, if he be firm and correct, there will be
good fortune.

3. The third SIX, divided, shows a one-eyed man ( who thinks he) can see; a lame man
(who thinks he) can walk well; one who treads on the tail of a tiger and is bitten.
( All this indicates) ill fortune. We have a (mere) bravo acting the part of a great
ruler.

4. The fourth NINE, undivided, shows its subject treading on the tail of a tiger. He
becomes full of apprehensive caution, and in the end there will be good fortune.

5. The fifth NINE, undivided, shows the resolute tread of its subject. Though he be firm
and correct, there will be peril.

6. The sixth NINE, undivided, tells us to look at (the whole course) that-is trodden,
and examine the presage which that gives. If it be complete and without failure ; there
will be great good fortune.
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