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At the heart of the debate over illegal immigration lies one key question; are immigrants good or bad
for the economy? The American public overwhelmingly thinks they're bad. Yet the consensus among
most economists 1s that immigration, both legal and illegal, provides a small net boost to the economy.
Immigrants provide cheap labor, lower the prices of everything from farm produce to new homes, and
leave consumers with a little more money in their pockets. So why is there such a discrepancy between
the perception of immigrants’ impact on the economy and the reality?

There are a number of familiar theories. Some argue that people are anxious and feel threatened by an
inflow of new workers, Others highlight the strain that undocumented immigrants place on public services, like
schools, hospitals, and jails. Still others emphasize the role of race, arguing that foreigners add to the nation’s
fears and insecurities, There’s some truth to all these explanations, but they aren’t quite sufficient.

To get a better understanding of what's going on; consider the way immigration’s impact is felt.
Though its overall effect may be positive, its costs and benefits are distributed unevenly. David Card, an
economist at the UC Berkeley, notes that the ones who profit most directly from immigrants’ low-cost
labor are businesses and employers-meatpacking plants in Nebraska, for instance, or agricultural
businesses in California. Granted, these producers’ savings probably translate into lower prices at the
grocery store, but how many consumers make that mental connection at the checkout counter? As for the
drawbacks of illegal immigration. these, too, are concentrated. Native low-skilled workers suffer most from
the competition of foreign labor. According to a study by George Borjas, a Harvard economist, immigration
reduced the wages of American high-school dropouts by 9% between 1980 — 2000.

Among high-skilled, better-educated employees, however, opposition was strongest in states with
both high numbers of immigrants and relatively generous social services. What worried them most, in
other words, was the fiscal burden of immigration. That conclusion was reinforced by another finding
that their opposition appeared to soften when that fiscal burden decreased, as occurred with welfare
reform in the 1990s, which curbed immigrants’ access to certain benefits,

The irony is that for all the overexcited debate, the net effect of immigration is minimal. Even for
those most acutely affected—say, low-skilled workers, or California residents—the impact isn't all that
dramatic. “The unpleasant voices have tended to dominate our perceptions,” says Daniel Tichenor, a
political science professor at the University of Oregon. “But when all those factors are put together and
the economists calculate the numbers, it ends up being a net positive, but a small one. ” Too bad most
people don't realize it.

1. What can we learn from the first paragraph?
A. Whether immigrants are good or bad for the economy has been puzzling economists,
B. The American economy used to thrive on immigration but now it's a different story.
C. The consensus among economists is that immigration should not be encouraged.

D. The general public thinks differently from most economists on the impact of immigration.
2. In what way does the author think ordinary Americans benefit from immigration?

A. They can access all kinds of public services.
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B. They can get consumer goods at lower prices.
C. They can mix with people of different cultures.
D. They can avoid doing much of the manual labor.
3. Why do native low-skilled workers suffer most from illegal immigration?
A. They have greater difficulty getting welfare support.
B. They are more likely to encounter interracial conflicts,
C. They have a harder time getting a job with decent pay.
D. They are no match for illegal immigrants in labor skills.
4. What is the chief concern of native high-skilled, better-educated employees about the inflow of iImmigrants?
A. It may change the existing social structure.
B. It may pose a threat to their economic status,
C. It may lead to social instability in the country.
D. It may place a great strain on the state budget.
5. What is the irony about the debate over immigration?
A. Even economists can't reach a consensus about its impact.
B. Those who are opposed to it turn out to benefit most from it.
C. People are making too big a fuss about something of small impact.
D. There is no essential difference between seemingly opposite opinions.
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L(M] (DThere are a number of familiar theories. @) |
Some argue that people are anxious and feel threatened by
3 Others highlight the strain
that undocumented immigrants place on public services, like
schools, hospitals, and jails. (@) Still others emphasize the
role of race, arguing that foreigners add to the nation’s
fears and insecurities. (5) There's some truth to all these
explanations, but they aren’t quite sufficient.

DODAZXH—ERXRERB R FE,
QAANAH TAHRAANSIEA RS A
BB, @i —RARABIEEBK
L3R, ERPERFAERSFTFTRAE
He DFHF— R ABAFREITF LG
6, FATIAH I RARE M T £ B & Z IR
Fo Rk, OXEFEHALTH—
@, ERXEHIFRBLL.

an inflow of new workers.
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going on, consider the way immigration’s impact is felt.

(2)Though its overall effect may be positive, its costs and
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translate into lower prices at the grocery store, but how
many consumers make that mental connection at the
checkout counter? &) As for the drawbacks of illegal
immigration, these, too, are concentrated. (&) Native low-
skilled workers suffer most from the competition of foreign
labor. (7)According to a study by George Borjas, a Harvard
economist, immigration reduced the wages of American high-

school dropouts by 9% between 19802000,
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(GETEY3) @ The irony is that for all the overexcited |

debate, the net effect of immigration is minimal. 2) Even
for those most acutely affected—say, low-skilled workers,
or California residents—the impact isn’t all that dramatic.
@) “The unpleasant voices have tended to dominate our
perceptions,’ says Daniel Tichenor, a political science
professor at the University of Oregon. @) “But when all
those factors are put together and the economists calculate
the numbers, it ends up being a net positive, but a small

one.” (5)Too bad most people don’t realize it.
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01 What can we learn from the ftrc;t paragraph‘?

A Whether lmmlgrants are good or bad for the

economy has been puzzlmg economists.

B. The Amerlcan economy used to thrlve on immi-
gration but now it's a different story.

C. The consensus among economists is that immi-
gration should not be encouraged
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02 In what way does the author think ordinary Americans
benefit from ummgratlon‘?

A They can access all kmd:a of pubhci bervwes

B They can get consumer goods at lower prlces. o

They can mlx w1th people of dlfferent cultures

D They can avmd domg much of the manual labor
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03 Why do native low-skilled workers suffer most from
illegal immigration‘?

........................................................................................

A. They have greater dlf{u::ulty getting welfare
support,

B. They are more likely to encounter interracial
conflicts.
* C. They have a harder time getting a job with decent
pay.
D. They are no match for illegal immigrants in labor

skills.
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04 What is the chief concern of native high-skilled,
better-educated employees about the inflow of

immigrants?

..........................................................................

A It may change the exmtlng soenal structure.
B It may pose a threat to theu' economlc status.

C It may lead to r=.4::w.‘:1z.-1l lnstablllty n the country

D. Itmyplaceagmatstrmnmthestatebuiget.

MTFEREATMA, M AREE. %
HREFHEHAFTEXOLHEMAA?

ThHA K ERA AL EH,
‘ T%Aﬂ%m%%%ﬁu%ﬁﬂ%
(:*T%A%&ﬁﬁ@g%ﬁ%xﬁt

D. EFRESLERMEEME KT E,

(R 405/

[ BRI E ] B 158 115 5 1d] chief concern, native high-skilled, better-educated employees, inflow of

immigrants A] [8] 3C5E 7 28 55 PO B 55 —.

—/a] “Among high-skilled... was the fiscal burden of immigration

(PR FE—208 RER I Z HAL 2R FEAEAI M, BAR G,
a)iiil, Ab1EAR O RIRUR N R AT R A ARLL I B 8D 7

it RIFEE MR RN B W &I
A R RS PU B SR — ., ),

LEMEEXT ¥ EARSRE RSN ET#H1T X, ZF4 AL D Il great strain on the state

budget 5 CH | fiscal burden A%}, #0% D.

[ 4 #7) A T social structure, C Jiji social instability &5 %8 — B %6 /4 /1] nation’s fear and
insecurities X, HX=FFEM S LA EAFENH, BN CERSFES|H; B I economic status i&

HRAE 5 U B —

] fiscal burden FF{ERY T FEEHERE, U EA RS,

05 What is the irony about the debate over immigrants?
A. Even economists can’t reach a consensus about
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of small lmpact.
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(I 45 #r 1 A Jil economists can't reach a consensus 5 B B % — /1] consensus among most
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~ Text 2

Wild Bill Donovan would have loved the Internet. The American spymaster who built the Office of
Strategic Services in World War [[ and later laid the roots for the CIA was fascinated with information.
Donovan believed in using whatever tools came to hand in the “great game” of espionage — spying as a
“profession”. These days the Net, which has already re-made such everyday pastimes as buying books

and sending mail, is reshaping Donovan’s vocation as well.

The latest revolution isn’t simply a matter of gentlemen reading other gentlemen’s e-mail. That kind
of electronic spying has been going on for decades. In the past three or four years, the World Wide Web
has given birth to a whole industry of point-and-click spying. The spooks call it * open-source
intelligence”, and as the Net grows, it is becoming increasingly influential. In 1995 the CIA held a
contest to see who could compile the most data about Burundi. The winner, by a large margin, was a
tiny Virginia company called Open Source Solutions, whose clear advantage was its mastery of the

electronic world.

Among the firms making the biggest splash in this new world i1s Straitford, Inc., a private
intelligence-analysis firm based in Austin, Texas. Straitford makes money by selling the results of
spying (covering nations from Chile to Russia) to corporations like energy-services firm McDermott

International. Many of its predictions are available online at www. straitford. com.

Straitford president George Friedman says he sees the online world as a kind of mutually reinforcing
tool for both information collection and distribution, a spymaster’s dream. Last week his firm was busy
vacuuming up data bits from the far corners of the world and predicting a crisis in Ukraine. “As soon as
that report runs, we'll suddenly get 500 new Internet sign-ups from Ukraine,” says Friedman, a former
political science professor. “And we’ll hear back from some of them. ” Open-source spying does have its
risks, of course, since it can be difficult to tell good information from bad. That’s where Straitford earns

its keep.

Friedman relies on a lean staff of 20 in Austin. Several of his staff members have military-
intelligence backgrounds. He sees the firm’s outsider status as the key to its success. Straitford’s briefs
don’t sound like the usual Washington back-and-forthing, whereby agencies avoid dramatic declarations

on the chance they might be wrong. Straitford, says Friedman, takes pride in its independent voice.

6. The emergence of the Net has

A. received support from fans like Donovan B. remolded the intelligence services

C. restored many common pastimes D. revived spying as a profession
7. Donovan's story is mentioned in the text to

A. introduce the topic of online spying B. show how he fought for the US

C. give an episode of the information war D. honor his unique services to the CIA
8. The phrase “making the biggest splash” (Line 1. Paragraph 3) most probably means

A. causing the biggest trouble B. exerting the greatest effort

C. achieving the greatest success D. enjoying the widest popularity
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9. It can be learned from Paragraph 4 that

A. Straitford’s prediction about Ukraine has proved true

B. Straitford guarantees the truthfulness of its information

C. Straitford’s business 1s characterized by unpredictability

D. Straitford is able to provide fairly reliable information

10. Straitford is most proud of its

A. official status B. nonconformist image
C. efficient staff D. military background

XFFHE |

X —RATHEINFRIFER W XE.
F—BG HMNENFRTEHR T,
F_BENBT R T ERBELOFE.

FZBNA T M F W 55 E——Straitford 7],

EHENAT Straitford WA MR A A FRKERFFRA AR RN TE,

& H BT Straitford N ERFE1Z A W E I AMAL
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Internet. (2) The American spymaster who built the Office
of Strategic Services in the World War [| and later laid the
roots for the CIA was fascinated with information. @)
Donovan believed in using whatever tools came to hand in

the “great game” of espionage — spying as a “profession. ”

everyday pastimes as buying books and sending mail, is
reshaping Donovan'’s vocation as well.
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gentlemen reading other gentlemen’s e-mail.

the past three or four years,

@ The spooks call it “open-source intelligence”, and as the
Net grows. it is becoming increasingly influential. &) In
1995 the CIA held a contest to see who could compile the
most data about Burundi. @© The winner, by a large
margin, was a tiny Virginia company called Open-Source
Solutions, whose clear advantage was its mastery of the

electronic world.
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(] (D Straitford president George Friedman says he |
sees the online world as a kind of mutually reinforcing tool

for both

information

spymaster's dream. (2) Last week his firm was busy
vacuuming up data bits from the far corners of the world
and predicting a crisis in Ukraine, @) “As soon as that
report runs, we'll suddenly get 500 new Internet sign-ups

from Ukraine,”

professor.

it can be difficult to tell good information from bad.

That's where Straitford earns its keep.
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[T 4 #7)] A T receive support 5 5 Bt5 =] whatever tools come to hand in %} )i/ , {H support —
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