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Foreword

In September and October 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping, while
visiting Central Asia and Southeast Asia, proposed the significant initiative of
jointly building the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime Silk
Road (hereinafter referred to as the Belt and Road), drawing great attention
from the international community. Advancing the development of the Belt and
Road is a significant strategic decision made by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and the State Council. The decision takes into
account the profound changes of the global situation and the need to strike a
balance between the development of the international community and China.
For China. the Belt and Road Initiative has great and far-reaching significance
in building a new open economic system and forming a new pattern of all-round
opening-up by benefiting from the cooperation of China’s eastern, central and
western regions, as well as the coordinated development both on land and at
sea. It will also help China to achieve its “Two Centenary Goals” and realize the
Chinese Dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

At the behest of the central government, the National Development and
Reform Commission, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of
Commerce organized the study and drafting of the Belt and Road Initiative’s
strategic plan. Using surveys and consultations, and after several drafts and
revisions, the Vision and Actions on Jointly Building Silk Road Economic Belt
and 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road (hereinafter referred to as the Vision and
Actions) was published in March 2015. It was jointly published by the National

Development and Reform Commission, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
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Ministry of Commerce with State Council authorization. This document discusses
the Initiative’s background, principles, framework, cooperation priorities,
cooperation mechanisms, China’s regions in pursuing opening-up, calling on the
international community to create a beautiful future together. Once published, the
Vision and Actions received positive responses from the countries along the Belt and
Road as well as international organizations, and various practical and cooperative
projects were steadily pushed forward.

In order to interpret for readers relevant information about the Belt and
Road Initiative and widely spread the Initiative’s rich meanings and far-
reaching significance, the Collaborative Innovation Center for the Belt and
Road Initiative (CBRI), Zhejiang University, under the guidance of relevant
departments of the State Council, has edited Interpreting the Belt and Road
Initiative and 100 Questions & Answers about the Belt and Road Initiative.
Interpreting the Belt and Road Initiative offers comprehensive, systematic and
easy-to-understand analysis and interpretation of the Vision and Actions while
integrating history and culture, news and events and professional analysis. It
also provides an in-depth analysis of the far-reaching influence of the Belt and
Road Initiative on China’s future development and the international community
from a macro perspective, and from the ancient times to the present, including
China and other places in the world. This allows readers to have more accurate
knowledge and deeper understanding of the Belt and Road Initiative. Using a
Q & A format, 100 Questions & Answers about the Belt and Road Initiative
addresses topics of public concern as well as today’s hot political and economic
issues. It provides background information related to the Belt and Road
Initiative, such as information about domestic and international cooperation
organizations and relevant industries and analysis of the opportunities that the
Initiative will bring to those industries, the Initiative’s effects on the daily life
of the general public, and answers to the practical questions of common readers.

In writing the book, the editorial team, composed of experts from various

areas, gave full play to the advantages of the CBRI of Zhejiang University in
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interdisciplinary research and integration. They have presented this work,
which is a product of internal and external coordination, myriad useful opinions
and the results contributed by all sides through their solid research and
continuously improved writing and editing.

The Belt and Road Initiative is a long-term systematic project and a great
national strategy for the coming decades or an even longer period. So it is
certain that this Initiative will have far-reaching significance. Taking this book
as an introduction, the Belt and Road Initiative, with the vision jointly held by
friends all over the world, will help to realize the dream of the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, and will thus make new contributions to the

peace, stability and prosperity of the world!

Ou Xiaoli
May 2017
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Introduction

1 What is the concept of the Belt and Road?

In September and October 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping, while
visiting Central and Southeast Asia, proposed the significant initiative of jointly
building the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century Maritime Silk Road
(hereinafter referred to as the Belt and Road), drawing great attention from
the international community. Advancing the development of the Belt and Road
is a significant strategic decision made by the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and the State Council. It takes into account
the profound changes in the global situation and the need to strike a balance
between the development of the international community and China. In
essence, the Belt and Road Initiative, by taking the historical symbol of the
ancient Silk Road, proclaiming the epochal theme of peaceful development and
win-win cooperation and energetically developing economic partnerships with
the countries along the Belt and Road, aims to build a community of shared
interests, destiny and responsibility, which features mutual political trust,
economic integration and cultural inclusiveness. The Initiative has epoch-making
significance in forming a new pattern of all-round opening-up, advancing the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, and promoting peace and development

of the world.
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2  When was the concept of the Silk Road first proposed,
and by whom?

The term “Silk Road” was first proposed in the 1870s by the German
geographer and geologist Ferdinand von Richthofen in his book China: The
Results of My Travels and the Studies Based Thereon . It was popularized in 1936
by Sven Hedin, a Swedish explorer, in his book The Silk Road .

3 What is the spirit of the Silk Road?

The Silk Road is the road for friendship, communication and common
prosperity. In history, the development of the Silk Road and its evolution
throughout more than one thousand years have never ended, despite ups and
downs. The Silk Road has made a tremendous historic contribution to China and
the West. First, thanks to the Silk Road, trade and commercial activities
between China and the West boomed, which greatly promoted the prosperity of
China and the West during the exchanges, as well as the mobility of wealth,
resources and personnel. Second, the Silk Road has promoted stable relations
between the nations along it. There were no large-scale conflicts or wars
between the nations, but rather integration and mutual development by virtue
of frequent economic and trade exchanges, and mutual understanding generated
by cultural communication. Last, the Silk Road is not only a road of trade, but
a road of culture. It is an open and inclusive road where different cultures meet,
which makes world cultures more diversified and builds a platform for cultural

communication and exchanges throughout the world.



