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Abstract

1. In total, three hundred and thirteen Buddha statues in Han and
Jin Dynasty have been found. The Buddha statues of money trees were
popular in upper reaches of the Yangtze River, and can be divided into
four periods. The first period is the Mid-Eastern Han Dynasty(125AD) ;
the second is the late Eastern Han Dynasty(the 140s—180s); the third
is the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty(188—214AD); the forth is the
ez;rly Shu Han Dynasty(214—240AD). Soul Jars and Mirror of Buddha
were popular in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River, and
can be divided into three period, the late Eastern Wu Dynasty (248—
280AD), the Western Jin Dynasty(280—317AD), the Early Eastern Jin
Dynasty(317—350AD).

2. The characters of the Buddha statues in Han and Jin Dynasty:
Sixty-four Buddha statues in the period from the Eastern Han to Shu
Han Dynasty have been found in upper reaches of the Yangtze River are
characterized by Abhaya Mudra, fused Ancient India and Mathura artis-
tic style. One hundred and twenty Buddha statues in the Han and Jin
Dynasty have been discovered in the middle reaches of the Yangtze Riv-
er, the majority of them being Mirror of Buddha and statues of Buddha
with white vellus hair between eyebrows, and discovered the earliest in-

dividual Buddha and Bodhisattva statue. In the lower reaches of the
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Yangtze River, eight-six Buddha statues have been found. Soul Jars and
other ceramic Buddha statues are majority. The Buddha statues with
Dhyana Mudra In the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River
had more Ancient India and Gandhara artistic style. The earliest
pavilion-style pagoda of China was appeared in the upper and middle
reaches of the Yangtze River. Forty-three Buddha statues in Han and Jin
Dynasty which have been found in the northern area have a scattered
distribution. The iconographies of the initial stage Buddha statues in the
Yellow River and the Huaihe River areas are relatively fuzzy. In Central
plains area, there are mainly the initial stage gold-copper Buddha stat-
ues, fused the Han and Jin Dynasty Buddha statues and the Gandhara
artistic style. In the Xinjiang region. the early grotto and frescoes has
the outside style.

3. The source of the Buddha statues in Han and Jin Dynast: The
styles of Buddha statues in Han and Jin Dynasty are come from the
Gandhara and Mathura art in the Kanishka period of Kushan Dynasty.
These two schools absorbed each other’s style, and each has rich chan-
ges. Their drafts have a great influence on the occurring and
development of Buddha statues in the upper reaches of Yangtze River.
The literatures and archaeological materials proved that the earliest
form of pagoda in China was a combination of the pavilion-style building
in Eastern Han Dynasty and the pagoda finial with Canopies on it in In-
dia. Lotus stand sideways, full bloomed and lotus seat of The Great
Stupa of Bharhut, Sanchi in Sunga Dynasty(2nd century B.C.—1st cen-
tury B.C.) effected the three forms of lotus in the upper and lower rea-
ches of Yangtze River.

4. The routes of transmission of the Buddha statues in Han and Jin
Dynasty: In the upper reaches of Yangtze River. Buddha statues were

incoming from the “India-Sichuan path” (%) £ #3if ) directly. Views the
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transmission route is Central Plains, the Western Regions-Qinghai,
Southeastern coastal, Zangke or Cochin area are improper. Buddha stat-
ues in Wu and Jin Dynasty in the middle and lower reaches of Yangtze
River were come out by the influence of “set the Buddha statues and
sermon” (%1% 1718 ) by Kang Senghui(fi{#£>) . some of their iconogra-
phies were affected by the upper reaches of Yangtze River area. Among
the Buddha statues in Han and Jin Dynasty in the North, early Buddha
statues in Xinjiang were affected by the outside region. Buddha statues
in Han and Jin Dynasty In Central plains and Huang-Huai area were
sporadic influenced by the Buddha statues in the Yangtze River Valley.

5. The nature of Buddha statues in Han and Jin Dynasty was the
“Buddha-God style” (f# #i#55{) . which means people in Han Dynasty
thought the Buddha statues that Hu nationalities used to spreading Bud-
dhism were spirits statues. This was a combine of the Chinese traditions
of fear to spirits with the activities of setting Buddha statues to spread
Buddhism by Hu nationalities. reflected the process circuitously that
the Buddha statues which Hu nationalities used to spreading Buddhism
were considered as spirits and worshiped by people in Han, the bizarre
images( The Buddha sadhana) were painted, recorded and inherited as
they were spirits, but their doctrine were buried by misreading. The
spreading patterns of translated the sutras by literati and officialdom
and spreading by folk Buddha statues were existed in Han and Jin Dy-
-nasty. The substance of the Buddha statues in Han and Jin Dynasty was
a folk faith full of material gain color. A large number of archaeological
finds indicated that the real effect of Buddha statues in Han and Jin Dy-
nasty was greater than the sutras translating which were recorded by

literatures.
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