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Preface

If you want to write a biography for the 4.6 billion years of the Earth, in
addition to find information, how to look for the witnesses? In the 1960s, through
the continuous efforts of geologists, they found some scattered evidence of history.
With these witnesses, geologists could glimpse the story of Earth's youth a gloomy
legend.

The establishment of Geopark provides a wonderful platform for people to
interpret “the Earth bible”. Unlike general parks, geopark takes geological scientific
significance, rare natural property, higher aesthetic ornamental value, the certain
scale and distribution of geoheritage landscape as the main body, and fuse with
other natural landscape and humanistic landscape, constituting a unique natural
area. It is the geoheritage landscape and ecological environment protection areas,
and the base of geological research and popularization, while providing people with
high-grade scientific tourism, leisure, health wellness, culture and entertainment.

In 2000, through the long-term exploration and practice, the geopark was
born, and “European Geoparks Network” formally formed. The first batch of EGN
mainly includes four members, namely Reserve Géologique de Haute Provence in
France, Vulkaneifel Geopark in Germany, Maestrazgo Cultural Park in Spain and
Petrified Forest of Lesvos in Greece.

Almost at the same time, the plan of geopark also stepped into the stage
of implementation in China. In 2000, the National Geopark Overall Planning
Guide was established by Chinese Ministry of Land and Resources to guide the
specification work of national geoparks. In March 2001, 11 national geoparks in first
batch were established by the approvement of the leading group of China national
geopark.

In June 2001, after three times of discussion, the UNESCO executive board
decided to “support the special efforts of member countries”, to promote the
development of special geological region or natural park.

In 2003, the UNESCO set up the GGN Office together with the Chinese
Ministry of Land and Resources in Beijing. In February 2004, the UNESCO
approved the first batch of 25 global geoparks in the meeting in Paris, which
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includes 8 Chinese national geoparks and 17 European geoparks. This marks the
formal establishment of the global “UNESCO GGN".

Up to December 2013, the GGN supported by UNESCO has a total of 100
members, which are distributed in 30 countries and regions around the world.
Among them, there are 29 Chinese global geoparks.

The book is written on the basis of GGN, combining with the geoheritage
resources and the actual situation of historical and cultural customs of every global
geopark, and is bilingual of Chinese and English. It illustrates the basic features
of each park by carrying on brief introduction, aiming to give readers a better
understanding to the each member of GGN. Hope that the publication of the book
can give help to the construction and science popularization of global geopark, and
bring readers endless fun to read.

The Editors
May, 2013
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Eisenwurzen Geopark, which
joined the GGN in 2004, is situated
in the state of Styria. The rock
mass is composed basically of
limestone and dolostone, formed
over 250 million years, from the
Permian to the present. They
fractured, folded and uplifted during
the Alpine Movement. Ultimately,
the unique landscapes of these
mountains were shaped by glacier

movement in the Great Ice Age and
subsequent fluvial action. It has
significant geoheritages: standard
sections of Anisian formed in
the Triassic and strata formed
in the Cretaceous/Paleogene
boundary in the Gamsfeld area.
Other geoheritages include the
geological environment and to
the mining history in the adjacent
area, macroscopical evidence of a
Cretaceous/Paleocene boundary
geological event,Karst phenomena,
caves, etc.




