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Preface

Green development is an insurpassable process to
meet international standards

(by Qiu Baoxing)
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Introduction

“China will unwaveringly follow the national policies, implementing sustain-
able development strategy, pursuing green low-carbon cyclic development, re-
source conservation and the environment protection. We will build a beautiful
China with blue sky, green land and clear water, so that the people can enjoy life
in a livable environment. ” President Xi emphasized the importance of low-carbon
livable environment again in B20 Summit 2016. In the 2™ US-China Low Carbon
Cities Summit, China announced to expand the scope of low-carbon pilot projects
and 100 cities will be included.

From an international perspective, the development and construction of
green low-carbon eco-city is the focus of all nations. The year of 2016 witnessed
the new achievements of urban developments and construction such as New Ur-
ban Agenda adopted by Habitat III. This document is a roadmap for building cit-
ies. Countries would deepen and steadily promote the theoretical innovation, sci-
entific and technological progress and model trial basis construction based on co-
operation, sharing and mutual assistance. 2016 is the first year of the implemen-
tation of the 13™ Five-year Plan. It is also a year we have laid firm foundation for
the all-round realization of the well-off society and the first centennial goal. Well
begun is half done. China rapidly takes the preemptive opportunities in many
fields including knowledge structure, urban system and large scale promotion,
comprehensively promoting the construction of low-carbon eco-cities.

It is worth mentioning that the planning for the coordinated development of
city group and the improvement of space management of the urbanized areas with
high density are the important issues faced by China’ s urban development. City
groups and metropolitan areas including Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei group, the Yan-
gtze River Delta group and Pearl River Delta group are vigorously seeking meth-
ods of transformation, coordinated development and comprehensive treatment.

Low-carbon ecological development is undoubtedly one of the critical methods.

_9_



Besides. it is also a complicated system. Hence it is a must to figure out the prob-
lems and direction of the urban development and to establish complete and clear
theoretical support. Making use of the latest technologies and methods, we must
be take actions to implement low-carbon and green urban construction and come
up with a comprehensive solution for the deeper urbanization. China LLow-carbon
City Series Annual Report uses some of the latest, most comprehensive and dy-
namic perspective to approach the aforementioned issues.

Chapter I (Latest Advances) mainly illustrates the new hot issues, new di-
rection, new policies, new practices, new technologies of the low-carbon eco-city
all around the world in 2016. By summarizing and streamlining the ‘big issues re-
lated to the global development of low-carbon eco-cities, this chapter analyzed the
achievements and experiences acquired by relevant industries. It also explores the
challenges and tendencies faced by the future low-carbon eco-cities and compres-
sively grasp the development of low-carbon eco-cities during urbanization. The
Second Chapter (Perspective and thoughts) mainly explore the methodologies and
mechanism. It illustrates the development of new urbanization under the New
Normal with respect to a scope from urbanization system to individual building
and from macro planning to micro foundation- the research achievements and
practice characteristics of the synergetic development, even promotion and the
breakthrough at key points with regard to green urbanization, characteristic
town, green building and microcirculation system, etc. It interprets the develop-
ment of China’ s new urbanization, namely, low-carbon cities and smart cities -
from theories to practices, from actions to depth, from following old experiences
to transition and from generalization to specialization. This chapter explores the
template and examples that are suitable for China’ s urbanization. The third
chapter summarizes the future research hotspots of low-carbon ecological technol-
ogy with an aim to systematically streamline the techniques including the low-car-
bon trial basis, sponge cities, ecological city planning techniques, and resilient
city, ecological recovery and city revamp and healthy building as well as the fu-
ture research direction such as water resources and environment, urban climate
change risk and New Urban Agenda passed by Habit III. Chapter IV reviews the
cases of the model low-carbon eco-cities international cooperation and new nation-
al zones, characteristic town industries, intelligence and tourism. In addition,
this chapter deeply analyzes the specific contents, index system, security system

of the practice effects as well as the development strategy. The conclusion and in-



trospection of the low-carbon eco-city construction have been carried out. In the
fifth Chapter, the continuing report of China UELDI is shown and the UELDI re-
port (2017) is formed. This chapter studies and analyzes the key cities and key
city groups and assess on the key problems of the current coordinated develop-
ment of city groups.

The main themes of China Low-Carbon Urban Development Annual Report
(2017) are deep urbanization and *Five-in-one and tertiary fusion” . Compared
with China Low-Carbon Urban Development Annual Report (2016), this report,
by combining the demands of this ear, highlights the analysis and assessment of
the indicators including the economic development, urbanization level, the utiliza-
tion efficiency of the resources and energies as well as the ecological construction,
providing the basis for the coordinated development and overall governance of the
group cities.

Due to the diversity and complexity of the connotation and practices of low-
carbon eco-cities, the restriction of the length of the essay as well as the limita-
tion of the editor’ s knowledge structure and level, this report could not cover
every aspect. Please enlighten me if you find something inappropriate. We will
constantly enrich and perfect this series of report with an anticipation to arouse
attention from all walks of society and to promote the development of low-carbon
eco-cities together.

This report is part of China Low Carbon Eco-city Development Report, sys-
temizing and collecting the latest researches of international low carbon eco-cities
and the studies conducted by Chinese scholars from relevant fields. China Urban
Scientific Research Seminar Eco-city Research Committee is responsible for or-
ganizing the edition work. Here, we extend our sincere gratitude to all the ex-

perts and scholars who have participated in the writing and edition work!
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