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“The 20th Century National Arts Collection and Donation Reward Program™ is a national cultural program designed to collect the works of
artists who have made outstanding achievements in art activities and production in the 20th century. Soon after it was proposed, it has attracted the
attention and support of the PRC’s Ministry of Culture, department of Art. This program of the National Art Museum of China (NAMOC) was warmly
welcomed by a number of veteran artists and family members of late artists. Some of them generously donated their own or their family members’
works; some gave all of their art collection, thus making a great contribution to the national arts cause. The works not only embody the painstaking
efforts of the creators and the sincere patriotic sentiments of the donors, but also enrich the international art collection of the National Art Museum
of’ China (NAMOC) with their variety and diversity (Japanese Ukiyo-e prints, modern international prints, Russian oil paintings, ete.). Therefore,
the series Albums of Works Donated to the Collection of the National Art Museum of China has been edited and printed to publicize and remember
artistic achievements in the 20th century as well as contributions to the national arts cause. NAMOC Collection of Donated Art Works by Liu Xian is

part of the series.

As one of the oldest forms of Chinese art, print has changed qualitatively both in function and form since the 1930s. The Chinese New Woodcut
Movement, which was launched by Mr. Lu Xun, led the young artists to realize that "At the time of revolution, woodblock print is the most useful,
which can be handled instantly, though in great haste", and to be zealously dedicated to modern woodcut creations. Treading Lu Xun's heels, they used
keen "iron pens" to let out just voices in criticizing the society and awakening the people. The movement also caused the age-old art of print to take on

a fresh new look in the midst of changes in the Chinese society.

Liu Xian was charmed by the black-and-white woodcut prints while a young man, so that he left his hometown in Henan for Beijing studying
this art. Afterwards, he went to Shanghai, where he was instructed by Lu Xun and became an important figure in the Chinese New Woodcut
Movement. The path he took in pursuit of art is the epitome of one generation of modern woodcut artists, and mirrored real artists' steadlastness in

quest for dreams in art and life.

As an aspiring artist, Liu traveled to Japan in 1934, studying oil painting in the Imperial Art Academy in Tokyo while learning wood engraving

techniques under the tutelage of the woodcarving master Un'ichi Hiratsuka, an experience that made his woodcuts distinctively charming.

As a Chinese national, Liu resolutely returned to China when the War of Resistance against Japan broken out, devoting himself to anti-Japanese
promotion with woodcut as his weapon. Joining the revolutionary ranks provided him with the opportunity of taking part in the Yan'an Forum on

Literature and Art.

In the historical period in which "class struggle was taken as the key link", he audaciously distanced himself from politics and instead chose to

focus on themes of creation that made images appear elegantly simple in style, holding fast to an independent personality as an artist.

Whatever situation he was in, woodcut was always the carcer he loved and pursued. He used black-and-white images to express feelings as an

artist in different historical periods of the Chinese society.

Times have changed, and in retrospect, there would always be memories of the old days, the years which a whole generation struggled to change

and in which the artists pursued their art dreams passionately.

In 2010, on the 20th anniversary of Mr. Liu's death, the National Art Museum of China held the “Dedicated Woodcarver - Exhibition of Donated
Woodcuts by Liu Xian™. At the exhibition, Liu's wife, Wang Zhuojun, and his daughter, Wang Renyin, donated to the nation the woodcuts which Liu
created from the 1930%s to the 1990, to be permanently collected in the National Art Museum of China. These works have now been published in
book form, in recognition of Mr. Liu's dedication to art and his family's generosity, and of the value of his art. We have also done so to express our

respect for the great woodcut artist.

National Art Museum of China (NAMOC)
December , 2013
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