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FOREWORD 1

Yin-chun Shen, known by his many friends as "Y.C.", is a very friendly and
energetic person with an in-depth knowledge of many aspects in the field of
horticulture. He was born in China in 1934 into a family with a great horticultural
tradition. His father, the late Yuan-ru Shen was well-known in China and a respected
authority on numerous plants. Yuan-ru Shen was also involved in hybridizing azaleas
in the 1920's and was one of the first people to import Japanese azaleas and Belgian
Indian azaleas into China via Japanese nurseries.

Y.C. Shen grew up in a unique environment, surrounded by special rare azaleas that
his father cultivated at home. He absorbed a rich knowledge and deep experience and
is faithfully following in his father's footsteps.

Since 1957, Y.C. has published many articles on various flowers and bonsai in
Chinese newspapers and magazines. He has also written several books on horticulture
that were published in China: Cultivation Arts in Miniature Pots (1981); Orchids
(1984); Azaleas (1985).

After he immigrated to the United States in 1984, an article about Y.C. entitled "Master of Miniature" by Mrs. Hazel Le
Rougetel appeared in English in The Garden (July 1986), the Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society. He co-authored The
Chinese Art of Bonsai and Potted Landscapes in 1991. Mr. Shen wrote several articles: "Camellia in China Today" in Camellia
News, the journal of The Australia Camellia Research Society (No. 165 - Winter 2004); "A Brief History of Camellias in
China" in The Camellia Journal of the American Camellia Society (September 2003). Most recently, he authored a book entitled
Camellias published in China in Chinese by the China Forestry Publishing House in 2009.

Mr. Shen's book shows many rare azalea flower forms. Among the ones he features are the anemone type, spidery type and
lotus type. He also features many new forms of the tree azalea, including the weeping type; creeping type; and trailing type. He
describes some unique characteristics such as their heat and cold tolerances.

As a Chinese-American, Y.C. has developed an international circle of acquaintances in the azalea field and has accumulated a
wealth of new knowledge and experience. Since 2008, when he began writing this Azalea book he has obtained encouragement
and support from many well-known experts in nineteen countries, spanning five continents.

His book includes pictures of classic and new varieties of azaleas from Hachmann Nursery (Germany), Block Nursery (Belgium),
Glendoick Nursery (U.K.), Nuccio's Nursery (U.S.A.), Encore Azalea ® (U.S.A.), Rothschild Nursery (U.K.), Kurume Vegetable
and Flower Research Station(Japan), Niigata Prefectural Botanical Garden (Japan), the New Zealand Rhododendron Society and
the Australian Rhododendron Society. Most significant is that his book includes picture of azaleas in bloom at Cheerio Jack
Holloway Gardens(South Africa), a public garden operated by Mr. Jack Holloway and his family.

There are four very special photographs Mr. Shen has reprinted for his book that deserve special attention:

1.E. H. Wilson's house boat that he used while collecting rhododendrons (among other plants) in China. Mr.Wilson travelled in
China from 1899 to 1918 collecting plants from all over the country and came to be called “Chinese Wilson™.

2. A rare family portrait of Lionel de Rothschild and a picture of Edmund de Rothschild and Nicholas de Rothschild, of the famous
banking family, who dedicated their immense estate in Exbury, England to the breeding of rhododendrons and azaleas.

3. A photo of the cover pages of a five-volume ancient, rare book, A Brocade Pillow, originally printed in Japan in 1692.

4. Various pages from the Tuinbouw Encyclopedia, a rare Belgian book, published in 1928 that was the first to chronicle Belgian
Indian azaleas.

Many of these historic photographs that Mr.Shen's book contains have never before appeared in China. So this book is a
unique opportunity for azalea lovers to see people who played a key role in the hybridization of azaleas and also to appreciate

the work that is being done today worldwide.
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PR AIALRS AL S 22 A AR g, (5 2 KAl
EEBHA—AE, RIEEE. 2, KZHEAGER
B BB AALRS IR A LAWY, A LA Fe R RE
BAE —E K. KREBMRS IR ASEEE, k%
Bph B A4 10K E8cE 2 iMESE s ARRSAERIM B LA
W, M LR SRR b RS R R A
Ao B 7ABILA BRI G5, B W L S5 RS
feAese, MRLERLIh 228 (1)) B FR A B ERAG . 5 Ay

[ZE]#H EH - £5% 8 (Kenneth Cox)

RITLAEEEFCELHBK THE F
PR AHLE , A ARERSTE (L FRTE 3 SR AL RS TE) 55 d H AL RS
X P 2 IR B E st ok R AR, (HEH
A Ak, WEIFTAIE AR A N F RS, WEZRY
MER, 54 T LASLFEAS FEAE— 2675 1 bl e i b
HoRk, LR mALASIERIDUIERE S, BlandbiRk C kRS
%% (Northern Lights Series) Z¢z /fhAh, ik 7% Hx Ff
Frik, ‘ENIRENS S MW ZE, B—Hm, F2 sk
FEAGAE AN RES AR R , [RAEE MBI EZEEEY .

Rhododendrons and Azaleas: What Is the Difference?

Rhododendrons and azaleas were once two separate
genera, but taxonomists merged them into a single genus
Rhododendron. Most people can see that rhododendrons and
azaleas look a bit different and there are some taxonomic
characters that separate them: most azaleas have five stamens
and most rhododendrons have ten or more. Azaleas never
have scales on their leaves and the hairs on the leaves differ
from those found on rhododendrons.

Rhododendrons cannot normally be hybridized
with azaleas, though there are a few examples, called

azaleodendrons. It turns out that the two main groups of

By Kenneth Cox, England
azaleas, the Japanese or evergreens and the deciduous
azaleas, are probably more distantly related to one another
than they are to the typical rhododendrons and no one has
ever managed to cross the evergreen and deciduous groups,
as far as I know. From a gardening point of view it is true to
say that the azaleas are more versatile than rhododendrons in
some ways. Some deciduous azaleas, such as the Northern
Lights Series of hybrids, are extremely hardy and, as they
lose their leaves, can survive extreme winter cold, while
many evergreen azaleas are heat and humidity tolerant and

can also make excellent houseplants.

“.. B (Rhododendron) LR (Azalea) Z WAL 2A?

B A, — U AERS AL T R
(Genus Rhododendron) , A% E0H & pali—FE(sL
br bRl 4y, —AHEEHAES; B A% HAS). JLk:

[£E] & & - E. 48 2 /R (Harold E. Greer)

N E &
REAN 5 SBP 272 .
BEEE R APAEE, —BEhAEE R (M B A

R s B—REATEE R (W hEfissh) |, FROUKRS.
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an ERTR, AERS AT oy AvE RN SR L, TR Y
HNTE 2 RATR RS, i ek 20N, JLERAEKRT
MR AR, LAEFH LN AR AR, X
FRoAM I, scFEAMFIE AN, FAMNEHE, AR
k, WREeRk, Wbk by mEAMfEmEE R, H
RRIE, GPERE:, HMNEREE.

JLFRALRS & #R R TR B h A LR, — A F B
PV J& (Subgenus Pentanthera) , XJEHEP)GEIRE
HAERS s B — Km0V J&(Subgenus Tsutsusi), X3
P RFRE ARG, B A B W HA A 5 464~ L&
W, HhREXEEE, WiHILusiE & (Subgenus
Hymenanthes) WM R HA SORUEE Rl %A
figh | iAe WEESEE I (Subgenus Rhododendron) R
RmEsh, Al , Bk, XEEWE LRRESS
FEAGARIRIA . kRS2 A g R,

FER AR A UV 2 FhFRERRS, BN MEE £ dS
B, MmiALRS A SHES . BRI A 10 £ 4,
et h 2R A 2B, @ W DS ECASHECE A
FERS, R0, X AR BIE QSRS A T ik, R
TR EA 8. 4R ZEERS e, S2, (B,

WA, TR VF 2 FERS 5 SO E (RI2/ th -4k AE
D), i ERRE A DB R T RE

FATE W FROA ARG I e EEAR A B A, 4K
L8 OFAEHx) BB oo,

HASH E# (BIHESMmE-FITEE) , FHlEH
WA ERE M, I, F 2 WA R IRt 5
BiIHE, WHBKEREREREREHT L2
ey, SERCPEIREA, SO AR, B S
SEEE.

FERS i 118 I A s O I BT, ' BB B
e, FHEY R K 2 R EEALE R, AR
2o W R it L2000 o A K % B A A v [ B R
SEMX AR HA, (fEXsehbX 3 RRM, W, B
JRAE MBI AE R Rk, ST iX e, FERSAE A [E
N H A RS e e X AL b A K T LA thee . ARG AE
3% [E] Pl F R I B b X TR REA G

ALk 2 LB HFHHAAELRS T & EHZR (Harold
E. Greer) , e th Al # 3 A XHFHIF Ffe X ¥, L FRAHF
4 6 & (LA o B A e 22 AR AT 45 ) (Guidebook to Available
Rhododendrons Species and Hybrids),

What 1s the Difference between a Rhododendron and an Azalea?

First and foremost, all azaleas belong to the Genus
Rhododendron. They are simply a group (actually two
groups, evergreen and deciduous) of rhododendrons that do
not hybridize readily with other rhododendrons.

The entire Genus Rhododendron can be divided into two
groups of plants, the lepidotes (plants with séales on their
leaves) and the elepidotes (plants that don’t have scales on
their leaves). The plants we commonly call azaleas, are always
elepidotes.

As mentioned above, there are two groups of azaleas,
the deciduous and evergreen, those that lose their leaves
in the winter, and those that do not, though even the
"evergreen" azaleas lose a large percentage of their leaves
in the winter, losing all those grown in the early spring and
only keeping those that grew in summer. This is described as
having dimorphic leaves, or spring and summer leaves. The
spring leaves are thinner, lighter green and general larger and
scattered along the stem. The summer leaves which unfold in
early summer are thicker, darker green and are clustered on

the end of the stems.

By Harold E. Greer, Eugene, Oregon, U.S.A

The plants commonly called azaleas belong to two
subgenera in the Genus Rhododendron. The Subgenus
Pentanthera, which are the plants we generally call
"deciduous" azaleas, and the Subgenus Tsutsusi which are
the plants we generally call "evergreen" azaleas. All other
rhododendrons are placed in six other subgenera; most
important being the Subgenus Hymenanthes, these are the
generally larger leaved "typical" rhododendrons and are
elepidote (not scaly), and the Subgenus Rhododendron,
which are generally smaller leaved and are lepidotes (scaly).
Plants in the Subgenus Rhododendron look like and are often
confused with azaleas, with their small leaves, but they are
lepidotes (scaly) which separates them from azaleas which
are always elepidotes (non scaly).

While there are many species in the two subgenera
called azaleas that have more than five stamens in the flower,
many plants we commonly call azaleas have five stamens,
while other rhododendrons generally have 10 or more
stamens, two for each lobe (petal) of the flower.While this is

certainly not a fool proof method of telling whether a plant is



an azalea, having five stamens is most common, especially if
the leaves are elepidote (non scaly). Most azaleas with single
flowers also have five lobes in the flower, but not always.
Also there are many double azalea flowers or what is called
hose-in-hose flowers (a flower within a flower), while we see
very few double rhododendron flowers.

Plants we commonly call azaleas generally have thinner
leaves than those we know commonly as rhododendrons and
most (though not all) rhododendrons are evergreen.

Azaleas tend to have adpressed hairs (hair that grows
parallel to the surface of the leaf). This is particularly true along
the midrib of the undersurface of the leaf and is easily seen on
many of the "evergreen" azaleas. While the hairs are visible
to the naked eye, you would need a magnifying glass or hand
lens to see that the hairs are never branched and are flattened or

laminated and not cylindrical as is seen in other rhododendrons.
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The plants we call azaleas tend to tolerate hotter climates
than rhododendrons. This is true because of the areas where
they are generally native. The Subgenus Pentanthera is
mostly native in southeastern North America where the
summer is warm and wet. The Subgenus Tsutsusi is mostly
native in southern China (including Taiwan) and Japan, again
an area where there are hot, wet summers. The plants wet call
rhododendrons tend to be native in areas with cool summer
temperature. While this is not always true, it is the reason
why azaleas have been grown in gardens for centuries in the
warm parts of China and Japan and for a lesser length of time

in the warm southern United States.

Harold E. Greer is the former president of the American Rhododendron
Society. He has published many books and articles on the rhododendrons, best
known among these is his Guidebook to Aailable Rhododendrons Species and
Hybrids.

=. EFEX B8 (Rhododendron) flIfLEY (Azalea)?

“HE, Z o EAVEFAY (azalea) BF!” fth {115,
“F LA AT AT A A WL It ax Fh (™ (B 98 5 dnfa] R R 1
L (Rhododendron augustinii) 8 ‘WHEiA°
( ‘Blue Diamond™ ) , UARHAth—26ls & 5 Fh A 2 4L
HSWE? kAR, BREE S ARG IX & Z R SR FAREL, W
Kbr B R ZEN CINRE] B & ROBE S A A R B,
P& AERS AN SR ALRS A B, B S K 2 KOs it A A
G, ABFLEGZE A LW RiEi, BEHAILE
B, fEXH, R HAEEMRE, DRk T iE—LL
FE 7110 T S e |
WP R, 1820 B LA A AR A LA ME SR H A
HAh, 2% H MMM RRAE, 28 7T 1o RKARG,
W2z h “MhZEAHMZ%" (Linnaeus's Sexual System)
XA BHEAN LT IREFWI ARG, HERRFMES A G E,
ARiZ F 902 )5, b fih O 60 ) Fb Xl 50 AR AN IR -
HE S ROHI00YFE, HEE & jE (Rhododendron) , #NR.
ferrugineum (‘E8EFERY) . R. hirsutum (FLEFRD)
R. dauricum (% BAASSEFALAS) FOR. maximum ({4
FLAS S FE AEAS )  HEEECHSHIF, MR A MAS R
(Azalea) , #NA. indica (% HEZRY) , A. pontica
(BAGALRS) , A viscosa (IRIEALRS) , A lutea (FkE
i%) , A. lapponia (Fi¥ 2K HS) FA. procumbens ()
BARS) o ARG A SER a2 BT

[BRAF|IT] 4%44F - H/RfE(Peter Valder)
RV AKFE TR HK F

1 A indica R. indicum
A. pontica R. luteum
3 A viscosa R. viscosum

453 HR. calendulaceum (K IEFEES)FN
R. periclymenoides (#f1EFLRS) P
AFH

R. lapponicum

4 A lutea

5 A lapponia

6  A. procumbens Loiseleuria procumbens

fELL Faxsefhdn, SE1AFhOAH SRS, B2 T oRIY
3PP A FES, BIANFAA BB E, #EEA
5; HJa— AP AR T 2% (Lapland) A% & PERE
A, BIEMRAA LS B E A, 1fi 55y % A Loiseleuria
procumbens . XAEREIRAER, FAMEE R T 6
“azaleas” iy &ALESE (Azalea) Hil). azaleasZis
TR 2, fRELAS R FERIR T TR A

BRAREDFERNMNEKREZO SN (AEHEA.
procumbens) FE £ AR ISR E IR AP, {H K 25 AN [
TAEA TR EN X 5K .

AR A, AR E LA X A8,
fH—malLLEE: BT A RS (azalea) #EJE TP



