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Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.
— John Dewey (American philosopher and educator)

Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man of value.
— Albert Einstein (American physicist)




Preview

ollege is a unique mix of freedom
Cand responsibility. It is hard to
express how profound a change college
represents in the lives of new students:
new homes, new lifestyles, new
people, and a wealth of new learning
opportunities. Facing all of these many
changes, you must choose responsibly
and wisely.

College is a fresh start in your life.
You will find your college experience
more rewarding if you consider some
important questions: What are your
expectations? What do you hope to
discover? What does this opportunity
offer? How will you make the most
of this marvelous opportunity and
exciting new experience? What will
you do to ensure that the journey you
begin at university today leads you
toward a bright and successful future?
Listen to your university president, your
teachers, and your parents and see what
suggestions they have for you.
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Section A

Pre-reading activities

EJ Listen to an interview about tips for freshman
students. Match the name of the person in the
left column with the tip given by the person in
the right column.

1 Jennifer A keep a balance

2 Mark B go to class regularly

3 Nancy C get involved on campus

4 Simon D find a good place to study

5 Sarah E take advantage of the study
: resources on campus

Ed Listen to the interview again and check
your answer.

El Answer the following questions.

1 Which of the tips mentioned in the interview
is most useful to you? Why?
What advice did your parents give you before
you left for college?




Text A

brighter future for all

1 Good afternoon! As president of the university, | am proud to welcome you to this
university. Your achievement is the triumph of years of hard work, both of your own
and of your parents and teachers. Here at the university, we pledge to make your

educational experience as rewarding as possible.

2 In welcoming you to the university, I am reminded of my own high school graduation
and the photograph my mom took of my dad and me. “Pose naturally,” Mom
instructed us. “Wait!” said Dad, “Let’s take a picture of me handing him an alarm

clock.” The clock woke me up every morning in college. It is still on my office desk.

3 Let me share with you something that you may not expect. You will miss your old
routines and your parents’ reminders to work haid and attain your best. You may have
cried tears of joy to be finally finished with high school, and your parents may have
cried tears of joy to be finally finished with doing your laundry! But know this: The

future is built on a strong foundation of the past.
I RO AETRLURERRE

; (TR Fresh start N
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4 For you, these next four years will be a time unlike any other. Here you are surrounded
by great resources: interesting students from all over the country, a learned and caring

faculty, a comprehensive library, great sports facilities, and student organizations
covering every possible interest — from the arts to science, to community service and
so on. You will have the freedom to explore and learn about new subjects. You will
learn to get by on very little sleep, meet fascinating people, and pursue new passions.
I want to encourage you to make the most of this unique experience, and to use your

energy and enthusiasm to reap the benefits of this opportunity.

You may feel overwhelmed by the wealth of courses available to you. You will not
be able to experience them all, but sample them widely! College offers many things
to do and to learn, and each of them offers a different way to see the world. If I could
give you only one piece of advice about selecting courses, it would be this: Challenge
yourself! Don’t assume that you know in advance what fields will interest you the
most. Take some courses in fields you’ve never tried before. You will not only emerge as
a more broadly educated person, but you will also stand a better chance of discovering
an unsuspected passion that will help to shape your future. A wonderful example of
this is the fashion designer, Vera Wang, who originally studied art history. Over time,
Wang paired her studies in art history with her love of fashion and turned it into a

passion for design, which made her a famous designer around the world.
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6 Here at the university, it may not always be pleasant to have so many new experiences
all at once. In your dorm, the student next door may repeatedly play the one song,
which gives you a giant headache! You may be an early bird while your roommate is
a night owl! And still, you and your roommate may become best friends. Don’t worry
if you become a little uncomfortable with some of your new experiences. I promise
you that the happy experiences will outweigh the unpleasant ones. And I promise that
virtually all of them will provide you with valuable lessons which will enrich your life.
So, with a glow in your eye and a song in your heart, step forward to meet these new

experiences!

7  We have confidence that your journey toward self-discovery and your progress toward
finding your own passion will yield more than personal advancement. We believe
that as you become members of our community of scholars, you will soon come to
recognize that with the abundant opportunities for self-enrichment provided by the
university, there also come responsibilities. A wise man said: “Education is simply the
soul of a society as it passes from one generation to another.” You are the inheritors of
the hard work of your families and the hard work of many countless others who came
before you. They built and transmitted the knowledge you will need to succeed. Now
it is your turn. What knowledge will you acquire? What passions will you discover?
What will you do to build a strong and prosperous future for the generations that will
come after you?

8 We take great pleasure in opening the door to this great step in your journey. We take
delight in the many opportunities which you will find, and in the responsibilities that

you will carry as citizens of your communities, your country, and the world. Welcome!

(783 words)

Culture notes

Vera Wang: Chinese-American fashion designer, famous
especially for making wedding gowns for many celebrities
and public figures.
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