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Abstract

Abstract

This book has tried to do a research on the rural society with an
comprehensive and long—-term view.

Shimenkan is located in the northwest of Weining County of Guizhou
Province at the strategic transport point bordering Zhaotong and Yiliang of
Yunnan Province. Shimenkan is a multi—ethnic area in which the Hans, the
Miaos, the Yis, the Huis, the Buyis and other ethnic groups live, especially
Dahua Miaos live here in compact communities. During the late Qing Dynasty,
it was a small mountain village controlled by An Rongzhi, the head (so called
Tumu) of the Yi nationality , and during the period of the Republic of China it
was the 7th district of Weining County, in the year 1953, it became a township
in Weining County. At last, Shimenkan had become somewhat world —known
with the introduction of Christianity in 20th century early .

Considering the cases of China in 20th century, this book covered the
traditional system and culture of the Miao people, the popularity of Christianity
in early modern times, the management and control by the GMD government,
the socialist reform in the period of the People’s Republic of China and the
changes after the Reform and Opening-up in recent years. By going through
the history of a whole century, this book had recorded the major historical
events happened in Northeast Yunnan and Northwest Guizhou which is located
around Shimenkan, and it anylized the social structures, religions, ideologies,
customs and ethnic psychology in these areas.

In the later period of the Qing dynasty, Samuel Pollard, a priest of the
Methodist Church, began to build churches, schools and hospitals, and helped
the Miao people to create their own writing as well as some charities. As a
result, quite a few Miaos in Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan became Christians,




S

and Shimenkan became a center of the Miaos believing in the Methodist
Church. At first, there was only one primary school in Shimenkan, and then
scores of schools were built in Shimenkan and its neighboring areas.
Shimenkan developed from a backward and poor village into a cultural center of
the Miaos in southwest China with much influence in scores of counties in
Yunnan, Guizhou and Sichuan. Thus, the Miaos led other minority groups to
convert to Christianity. In those days, Christians in China called Shimenkan the
cultural center of the Miaos in southwest China while the Christians abroad
called it overseas paradise and another Hong Kong. For a long time, Samuel
Pollard had become a popular figure in the ethnological, anthropological and
religious studies; and Shimenkan had also become a typical case in these stud-
ies.

The popularity of Christianity helped some Miaos convert to Christianity
from their traditional religious beliefs, enhanced their political awareness and
ethnic consciousness. The promotion of culture and education by the Methodist
Church helped train lots of Miaos to promote their literacy and civilisation
degree and led to cultural and social changes in this area.

Being attracted by the accomplishment on cultural education achieved by
Shimenkan, the GMD governments at all levels adopted the policies of ethnic
acculturation through Christians and established some grass—roots Bao-Jia in-
stitutions and GMD grass —roots organizations, which helped the cultural and
educational development here. Thus the the GMD government had not only de-
veloped the economy but also strengthened it’s control over the Miao area in
Shimenkan, Weining.

With the founding of the People’s Republic of China, CPC implemented the
policy of ethnic regional autonomy and established Weining Yi—-Hui—Miao Auton-
omous County. The Land —reform in Weining resulted in the acquisition of
cultivated land by the local Miaos and the favorable economic policies improved
their living conditions. Some favorable policies for ethnics developed the
cultural, educational and health care undertakings in Shimenkan and improved
the development of the Miao society. The Cooperative Movement, the
People’s Commune Movement, the Education on socialism and the Cultural
Revolution had branded on the society of Weining. The Reform and Opening -
up since 1978 led to dramatic social changes in Shimenkan.



Abstract

In different periods, different governments (the Repblic of China and the
People’s Republic of China) had adopted different religious and administrative
policies, these policies had impacted on the rural society of the minority
communities strongly. The influence of Christianity and Han culture, along with
the intercultural communications tend to be the external motivations for the
changes of the Miao society; the self-needs of the Miao, the self-
consciousness, the changes in concept tend to be the internal motivations for
the changes of the Miao society: and the development of regional cultural
education, the reforms of social system, and the influence from the policy of
the government all together constituted the primary cause of the changes of the
Miao society.
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