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ABSTRACT

Education Technology is a comprehensive and highly practical disci-
pline, it’s also an emerging and sustainable multidiscipline which is develo-
ping and perfecting. There existing many new unresolved issues, although
some issues were resolved but have not reached a unified understanding. By
now we require a new way of understanding and discussion, and hence the
investigation of Educational Technology ( Japan) as a means of understand-
ing our Education Technology disciplines afresh. On account of the long his-
tory of the exchange of Education Technology disciplines between China and
Japan, as well as the universality of cultures serving as an invisible hand be-
hind technology.

Through a lot of Japanese Educational Technology literature, this study
mainly interviews about a dozen current active Japanese Educational Tech-
nology experts, participates in related Japanese Education Technology Aca-
demic Conference, and explores some basic issues, such as; the history of
Japanese Educational Technology development, theoretical basis, research
methods as well as practice areas, which share close relationship with a se-
ries of important fundamental issues in domestic Education Technology disci-
plines construction and to sum up, comes to the following conclusions:

First, this thesis combs the development history of Japanese Education-
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al Technology in a detailed way, which is divided into five stages, namely
the induction stage, the start-up stage, the development stage, the conver-
sional stage and intelligent development stage, focusing on the discussion of
the significant historical events leading to the changes in Japanese educa-
tion. Especially in early stages, after absorbing and learning from the Amer-
ican Educational Technology, as well as the classic interpretation of “Tech-
nology” , “Technology” absorbed the philosophical thought from “ Heavenly
Creations” , an early classical Chinese philosophical work. In the Chinese
character “Technology” , the above horizontal line stands for “ Heaven " ;
the other horizontal line stands for “ Earth” and in the middle the vertical
line indicates the connection between heaven and earth. Therefore, the Chi-
nese meaning of “Technology” shows the wisdom which connects ideal ( the
heaven) and reality ( the earth). *Technology” doesn’t mean “ Engineer-
ing” but “Technology” , which provides a kind of method in education, in-
stead of putting education into a project.

Second, this thesis outlines the basic thoughts in constructing the theo-
retical system of Japanese Educational Technology. In building theoretical
system of Japanese Educational Technology, special attention is paid to dis-
tinguish “basic theory” from “theoretical basis. ” The basic theories.of Japa-
nese Education Technology derived from the interlaced disciplines in forming
Education Technology, which reflects that there is dependency in education-
al technology itself to a certain degree, and it is attached to other disciplines
in order to develop. However, as the “kernel” of one discipline, the essen-
tial theoretical basis necessarily has its own peculiarities, which means “hu-
man concept in behavioral science ” , which is the key difference from other
disciplines, or even in academia. And based on the above view, the study
further points out the cooperative relationship between Educational Technolo-
gy and Pedagogy, because educational technology researchers are very clear

that Pedagogy is the framework of educational technology, therefore, if de-
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taching from Pedagogy, especially discipline Pedagogy, educational technol-
ogy will be meaningless. Therefore, according to its own theories and with
the goal of improving teaching practices, Education Technology finally
formed certain academic characters.

Third, this paper summarizes that the Japanese Educational Technology
is researched from the bottom up, moreover, the philosophical generaliza-
tion-methodology is highly emphasized. Educational Technology researchers
always try to “implant” other research methods of other disciplines in a ra-
tional way, but due to the nature of educational technology itself, the quali-
tative research approach sees an insufficient commitment, in spite of paying
emphasis to systematicness, but not regarding systematic method as a unique
way of education technology research.

Fourth, the ten basic areas of Japanese Educational Technology are
summarized. As a highly practical discipline, Educational Technology owns
a total of ten basic research fields. Respectively they are cognitive domain,
the media sector, computer applications, data analysis field, network educa-
tion, teaching and research, teacher education and research, information
technology education research, instructional systems design research, basic
theoretical research in the field, etc. .

Fifth, the thesis puts forward the future steering issue in the develop-
ment of Chinese Educational Technology after studying the Japanese Educa-
tional Technology. As the backbone of the educational reform in the informa-
tion age, the Chinese Educational Technology researchers must have a sub-
jective consciousness. The fundamental philosophy of Educational Technolo-

" &

gy should be concluded as “Harmony is most valuable,” “Seek harmony in
diversity” , coupled with * Seek common ground while reserving differ-
ences” , and to retain a communicative “ commensurability” between differ-
ent research paradigms. If Educational Technology anticipated to break

through management science or institutional science and move towards the

. 3.
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real sense of discipline, it’s very significant for academic researchers to hold
disciplinary awareness, which means the consciousness of problems is in-
creasingly enhancing, however, this consciousness of problems may not nec-
essarily convert to theoretical consciousness, so in the end, only the forma-
tion of theoretical consciousness is able to construct the “Chinese way” or
“China model”. Additionally, in the process of transformation for Chinese
Educational Technology discipline, Chinese culture should be integrated into
the whole “soul” of Educational Technology disciplines, with the inherence
of Chinese culture genes, and compounds true sense of China Educational
Technology, not just by virtue of dependency and lack of cultural guidance.
Moreover, at present, the most embarrassing condition is the loss of “Chi-
nese elements” in Chinese Educational Technology discipline, which de-
mand the “enlightenment” of Chinese educational technology researchers
themselves to accomplish.

In a word, this study try to put forward a framework which is usefulfor
Education Technology researchers and Education Technology decision mak-
ers to understand the basic issues of Education Technology in the context of
cultural globalization. Its significance and usefulness don’t lie in whether the
study really solves the problems existing in the Education Technology disci-
pline, apparently it cant work it out, and probably those issues never be
solved as the “Goldbach Conjecture”. Therefore its significance rests with a
more meaningful and globalized comparative perspective provided in the the-

sis comparing to any other alternative interpretative paradigms.

Key Words: Japan  Education Technology ( Japan)  Education
Technology Discipline
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