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Berlin — Contexts of Architecture and Cityscape
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Berlin — Contexts of Architecture, City, and State
Berlin. once the sleepy capital of the Kingdom of Prussia, suddenly
developed into a metropolis around the turn of the 20th century.
The fascination of Berlin stems from the way it continually changes
Lo reflect the current age. even while preserving the memory of past
glories and tragedies and the complexities of its positive and negative
legacies. This issue, with new photos. is devoted to the “now™ of the
city and its architecture in their contemporary and historical contexts.
Beginning around 1815, Berlin city planner Karl Friedrich Schinkel
completed a number of national projects inspired by the ideals of neo-
classicism. Ever since. they have served as models for the design of
Berlin's urban spaces. At the same time, he designed projects with
picturesque configurations, such as Schloff Charlottenhof in Potsdam.
as well as architecture inspired by Romanticism. His work was an
important point of reference for architects like Peter Behrens and
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe and remains so for architects working
today in the 21 century.
Upon entering the 20th century, Berlin experienced immense
growth as the capital of the German Empire. developing into a
modern metropolis. Hermann Muthesius published the results of
his investigations into British industry and architecture, which
were among the most advanced in Europe. This catalyzed the
foundation of the Deutscher Werkbund. With the encouragement
of the government, industrialization and standards were introduced
in architecture. Around the same time. Peter Behrens was active
as design consultant for the innovative new firm AEG, designing
everything from posters and other graphics to factories. Architects
studied steel, concrete, and glass as structural and architectural
materials. At the same time, the architecture loosely referred 1o as
expressionism appeared. Berlin during this period was at the forefront
of modernism and the site for a wide range of experiments, as we
can tell from the surviving architecture of Hans Poelzig and Erich
Mendelsohn, and the Siedlung architecture of Bruno Taut and others.
The center of the former imperial Berlin was located predominantly
in East Berlin. During the era of division between East and
West Germany, when Berlin was effectively an isolated island.
a Kulturforum (cultural plaza) was planned as a statement to
the world. Near the Wall at the edge of the city. two contrasting
masterpieces of modern architecture appeared — Hans Scharoun’s
Berliner Philharmonie and Mies” New National Gallery. Scharoun’s
circumvention of all orthogonal relationships for the sake of an
organically connected space withoul perspective is an indication of
his strong rejection of the association between geometry. power, and
control seen in the spatial plans of the Nazi era.
After the collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the reunification of
the country. the capital Berlin entered a period of reconstruction. The
first area to be areas to be redeveloped were those that had been at
the center of the prewar city but had to relegated to the edge by the
Wall - Potsdamer Platz and Friedrichstrafie. Architecture by Ungers
and Mickler and Kollhoff's Leibnizkolonnaden are not only clear
and concise examples of neo-classicism, they also share a landscape
perspective on the street and plaza. The colonnade references Schinkel
in its handling of the relations between interior and exterior space.
In Berlin today. symbolic architecture and urban spaces that had been
lost to the war are being restored. Across the upheavals of history. the
city is being renewed through a dialog with the contexts of existing
buildings. Architectural design is returning to the eternal themes of
“order” and “freedom™ on the way toward construction of a new
urban environment.  Translated from Japanese by Thomas Donahue.
Yasuhiro Teramatsu, Guest Editor
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David Chipperfield (restoration Heinrich Strack (original). HG Merz original), Oswald Mathias Ungers Tesar + Atelier Christoph Fischer
p- 34 renovation and conversion) (p. 38 reconstruction plan) (p. 39 renovation) (p. 40

b

11. City Train Viaduct 12. Department Store of the 13. AEG Turbine Factory 14. AEG Montagehalle 15. Mossehaus
Ernst Dircksen (p. 42 West. KaDeWe Peter Behrens (p. 44 Peter Behrens (p. 48 Erich Mendelsohn (p. 50
Johann Emil Schaudt (p. 43

16. ADGB Building 17. Electrical Substation at 18. German Metal Workers’ 19. House of Broadcasting 20. Shell-Haus

Max Taut + Franz Hoffmann (p. 52 Buchhiindlerhof Union Hans Poelzig (p. 58 Emil Fahrenkamp (p. 62
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21. Hufeisen-Siedlung (Britz 22. Am Schillerpark Estate 23. Garden City Falkenberg 24. Trierer StraBle Apartments 25. Paul-Heyse-StraBle / Heinz-
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Bruno Taut (p. 69

26. GroBsiedlung Siemensstadt 27. GroBsiedlung Siemensstadt 28. Lemke House 29. Former Reich Aviation 30. Olympiastadion Berlin*'
Hans Scharoun (p. 70 Walter Gropius (p. 72 Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (p. 73 Ministry Werner March (original). gmp -
Ernst Sagebiel (p. 74 Architekten von Gerkan. Marg

und Partner (reconstruction and
roofing) (p. 76
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31. Tempelhof 32. Hansaviertel Apartment 33. Hansaviertel Apartment 34. Hansaviertel Apartment 35. Unite d"Habitation
Ernst Sagebiel (p. 78 Walter Gropius (p. 82 Oscar Niemeyer (p. 83 Alvar Aalto (p. 84 Berlin Type
Le Corbusier (p. 85

36. Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial 37. Berlin Philharmonic Hall 38. New National Gallery 39. State Library. Berlin 10. Umlauftank 2. the Research
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Church Hans Scharoun (p. 88 Ludwig Mies van der Rohe (p. 92 Hans Scharoun (p. 96 Institute for Water and Naval
Egon Eiermann (p. 86 Architecture

Ludwig Leo (p. 100
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+1. Housing in Berlin for IBA 12. Housing in Berlin for IBA 13. Housing in Berlin for IBA** 14. Checkpoint Charlie 15. City Block 205

John Hejduk (p. 102 Aldo Rossi (p. 103 Peter Eisenman (p. 104 Apartments Oswald Mathias Ungers (p. 106

OMA (p. 105

46. City Block 206 47. City Block 207, Galeries 18. Kontorhaus Mitte. Block 19. Hamburger Station 50. Lindencorso Building
Pei Cobb Freed & Partners (p. 108 Lafayette 109 Museum of Contemporary Art Christoph Mickler (p. 116
Jean Nouvel (p. 110 Josef Paul Kleihues (p. 112 Josef Paul Kleihues (p. 114
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Schultes Frank Architekten (p. 118 Dominique Perrault (p. 126 Foster and Partners (p. 134

. The House of German 58. Walter-Benjamin-Platz. 59. Potsdamer Platz, Daimler 60. Daimler Office & Retail

56. Halls at the Borsig Tower*® 57
Claude Vasconi (p. 138 Economy Leibnizkolonnaden AG Blocks + Apartment and Office
SAA Schweger Architekten (p. 140 Hans Kollhoff (p. 142 Renzo Piano Building Workshop Building
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p. 146



61. SONY Center
Helmut Jahn (p. 148

62. “NARVA™ Oberbaum City
SAA Schweger Architekten (p. 149

e et

66. Marie Elisabeth Liiders 67. Federal Chancellery

Haus Schultes Frank Architekten
Stephan Braunfels Architekten p. 150
p. 156

71. Memorial to the Murdered
Jews of Europe
Peter Eisenman (p. 168

72. The Free University’s
Faculty of Philology Library*’
Foster and Partners (p. 170
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Museum of Natural History
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p. 177

=
81. JOH 3 — Residential
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J. Mayer H. Architects (p. 185

Berlin
Christoph MicKler (p. 186

87. James Simon Galerie
David Chipperfield Architects
p. 207
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Michael Philipp Boumann + Georg
Christian Unger (original, Werner
Kotteritzsch (reconstruction
p. 196
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Max Dudler (p. 178

82. Zoofenster, Waldorf Astoria
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Sauerbruch Hutton (p. 150
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Seat of the Reichsbank
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Max Dudler (p. 162
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Transport, Building and Urban

74. Gallery Building
“Am Kupfergraben 10™
David Chipperfield (p. 174
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nhow*" SAA Schweger Architekten
p. 183

-
84. Humboldt Forum + Humboldt

p. 154

70. Academy of Fine Arts**
Behnisch & Partner
p. 164

75.¢.3*°
Kaden Klingbeil Architekten
p. 176

80. Lokschuppen Wriezener
Bahnhof*"
AFF architekten (p. 184)

85. The House of One* "
Kuehn Malvezzi (p. 191

FSPG (Humboldt Forum), KSV Kriiger
Schuberth Vandreike (Humboldt Box) (p. 190

Photo credits: *1) Marcus Bredl.
courtesy of the architect. *2) Courtesy
of the architect. *3) Georges Fessy.
courtesy of the architect. *4) Guenter
Schneider, courtesy of the architect.
*5) Wilmar Koenig. courtesy of the
architect. *6) Adam Mork, courtesy
of the architect. *7) Nigel Young.
courtesy of the architect. *8) Marcus

sredt. *9) Bernd Borchardt. * 10,
Wolfzang Reiher. courtesy of the
architect. *11) Hans Christian Schink.
*12) Ludger Paffrath. courtesy of the
architect. *13) Michel Koczy / Bet-
und Lehrhaus Petriplatz Berlin e V..
courtesy of the architect. All other
photos by Shinkenchiku-sha.
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pp. 10=11: View from Berlin Victory:
Column. pp. 12-13: Evening view of
Frankfurt Gate and Karl Marx Allee.
All photos on pp. 10-207 except as
noted by Shinkenchiku-sha.
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