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Forests are the material foundation and ecological support of human
survival and development, as well as the largest survival capital and
green wealth for a nation. The 18" session of CPC National Congress
emphasized the green development and came up with the inclusion of the
indicators of resources depletion, environment damages and ecological
benefits into the socioeconomic development evaluation system. The

th

3" Plenary Session of the 18" CPC Central Committee posed further
requirements to explore the development of nature resource assets
balance sheet, carry out the off-office auditing of nature resources assets
against cadres and leaders, and implement the paid use of resources and
ecological compensation system. To fulfill these significant decisions,
we must establish a comprehensive accounting system for environment
and economy, to accurately and timely understand the total quantity of
nature resources assets and their dynamics and scientifically reflect the

important roles of forest resources in the socioeconomic development.

The research on nature resources accounting is the frontline field

attracting the attention from international organizations, including
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the United Nations, and economics community, while the accurate
quantification of the interaction between forest resources and economic
activities is a worldwide problem due to the multiple ecological,
economic and cultural functions of forests and their salient features like
dynamic change, complexity and diversity. As early as in 2004, the State
Forestry Administration (SFA) and the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) jointly implemented the research on China's Forest Accounting
within the Green National Economic Framework. In this research, the
forest-based China's national economic accounting framework was built
and the amount of matter and value of forest and forestland resources and
forest ecosystem services was accounted. In 2008, the Chinese Academy
of Forestry valuated the main ecological services provided by forest
resources in China based on the results of the 7" national forest resources

inventory.

In May 2013, the SFA, together with the NBS, launched a new round of
research on China's forest resources accounting. The research has been
coordinated by Prof. Jiang Zehui, involved nearly 100 academicians
and renowned experts from China Academy of Sciences, Renmin
University of China, Beijing Forestry University, Chinese Academy of
Forestry, International Center for Bamboo and Rattan, Economics and
Development Research Center of the SFA, etc. The research has learnt
the latest international research results, e.g., System of Environmental
Economic Accounting 2012, taken in consideration the currently operating
national economic accounting system, carried out the research on the

index system for China's forest resources accounting and green economic
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evaluation, built the theoretic framework and baseline methodologies for
the accounting and accounted the values of forest and forestland assets
as well as of the yearly ecological service provided by forest ecosystem
in China based on national forest resources inventory results and long-
term observation data from ecological fix site observation stations.
The research is scientific and rigorous in terms of basic data, research
methodology and research process. It is of very important significance in
improving China's national economic accounting system, developing the
balance sheet of nature resources assets, and fully giving play to decisive
role of markets in forest resources allocation. At the same time, the
research is also helpful for the whole society to understand the functions
and values of forest resources in a scientific way, protect and develop
forest resources in a more conscious manner, and better promote the

building process towards ecological civilization and beautiful China.

Currently, the research has made a phased result. By the end of 2012, the
forestland and forest assets were valued at 21.29 trillion RMB yuan in
China, while the value of forestland assets was at 7.64 trillion RMB yuan
and the value of forest assets at 13.65 trillion RMB yuan. Calculated
based on the population of 1.354 billion the right year, the per capita
forest wealth was at 15700 RMB yuan. The yearly ecological services
provided by forest ecosystem in China were valued at 12.68 trillion
RMB yuan, equivalent to 22.3% of national GDP, 2.68 times of national
forestry industry output value at 4.73 trillion RMB yuan and 9 400
RMB yuan worth per capita ecological services. These research results

accurately reflect the total quantity of forest resources assets and their
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ecological service value, which at once indicate the tangible effects of
forestry development in China and show that the per capita forest wealth
and ecological service in China are still at a low level and hard to meet
the urgent demands for sustainable socioeconomic development and for

good ecological environment by people.

It is hoped that forestry authorities at different levels could scientifically
view and proactively apply the research results, and strengthen the on-
the-ground responsibility sense, to prioritize forest resources cultivation
and protection, continue and further the reform in forestry sector,
innovate mechanism and system for forest growth, change the mode of
forestry development, improve ecological civilization system, quicken
the modernization process of foresty governance system and governance
capacity, achieve the expected development goals for forest resources
increments, and further improve the development level of ecological
forestry and livelihood forestry, for creating a better ecological condition
for overall building-up of a well-off society and realization of the

Chinese Dream for great rejuvenation of Chinese nation.
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The 18" CPC National Congress put the construction of ecological
civilization into the overall plan of socialist construction with Chinese
Characteristics. It was emphasized that the construction of ecological
civilization should be incorporated into the individual aspects as well as
the entire process of economic, political, cultural and social development
for the purpose of promoting green growth, circular economy and low-
carbon development. The State Forestry Administration (SFA) and the
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) have set up a project team to carry
out the research on China's forest resources accounting, which is an
important step to implement the decisions made in the 18" CPC National

CPC Central Commuittee.

th

Congress and the 3" Plenary Session of the 18
This research is of great significance to enhance and improve the forest
resources management and further to promote economic development,

ecological civilization and sustainable development.

Forest resources accounting is an important component of environmental-

economic accounting. Forests, as an important type of resource assets,
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provide timber and other plant resources for economic development
and people's lives. At the same time, forests are also the important
environmental assets. They are the largest environmental carrier on land
and have fundamental status in ecological construction. As the major
part of terrestrial ecosystem, forests are the habitat of biodiversity, and
play numerous environmental functions, including water conservation,
soil preservation, wind break and sand fixation, climate adjustment and
improvement. Forests are also important places to absorb pollutants such
as CO,, SO, and noises. Forestry, as an important part of the national
economy, is an indispensable basic industrial sector and also an important
public welfare cause. Immense forests, greenness and shades are the
green interpretations of the Beautiful China. Forest resources accounting
constitutes an important component and an integral part for the joint
efforts made by statistical offices and those departments responsible for
natural resources management to establish and improve environmental-

economic accounting.

China's Forest Resources Accounting Research Project has adopted the first

international standard on environmental economic accounting System
of Environmental Economic Accounting 2012 which was developed
by six international organizations including the United Nations. The
Project has also referred to the Manual for Environmental and Economic
Accounts for Forestry by FAO and the European Framework for
Integrated Environmental and Economic Accounting for Forests by
Eurostat. The project is closely associated with the practical statistics and

surveys of forest resources in China, seeking to work out a theoretical



