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Author’s Preface

Author’s Preface for Chinese Edition of Advanced Topics in Forensic DNA Typing: Interpretation

The translation of my book Advanced Topics in Forensic DNA Typing: Interpretation into Chinese
is a great honor. I hope that this book will be well received by Chinese-speaking scientists and students
and will help with training and education in this rapidly growing field. This book on Interpretation was
the hardest of my five books to write — and in the end hopefully the most useful to forensic DNA
analysts and those who use the DNA information that analysts produce. 1 have personally learned a lot as
I have tried to determine how to best explain the complicated topics of forensic DNA testing. I have tried
to keep the book material as relevant and timeless as possible, but as with anything involving scientific
advancements, some of the information may become out-of-date. I hope that readers will appreciate the
reference citations that serve as a foundation for further study and additional material.

As a reader, please enjoy the book and try to learn from the examples and information included here.
I thank the publisher, Professor Hou, and the team of translators for their efforts in preparing this
Chinese edition. May good fortune come to them and to all that read this book in an effort to better

understand forensic DNA typing.

John M. Butler, PhD

National Institute of Standards and Technology
Gaithersburg, Maryland, USA

27 October 2016
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