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Lou Yonagq), ""'KHJ Xiaoten

In June 2015, Design Activism Forum was held in the College of Design and Innovation
(D&I) Tongji University in Shanghai, co-organized by Zhuangshi Journal and D&l. More
than 200 teachers, scholars and designers from 89 universities, focusing on design
thinking innovation, conducted discussions over cases of design activism, the social
role of designers, as well as the reform of arts and design education. The conference
drew the conclusion that design activism has turned a corner and is beginning to break
the original boundary of design.

Society is constantly undergoing profound changes. In response to the social
development, the concept, boundary and education of design are all in the course
of redefinition. Nowadays, more and more designers are promoted to be powers
facilitating the development of society as a whole. The implied meanings of design are
manifested in two aspects: one Is about individual creation; the other is about social
production. In terms of the former, activism stresses a kind of vision and attitude; from
the latter, it emphasizes the social role of the designer or its status in the whole social
production system.

In the era of knowledge, Internet and economy as well as the information-based
society, design is extended to a broader domain from its traditional creation. Besides, its
role has also shifted from offering simple services to providing the integrated strategies
with larger commercial value and then into the investment of knowledge capital in the
future innovation industry. As the relationship between design and capital is expanded
from employment to cooperation, design is getting involved in the economic and
social changes in a new and active form. In addition, the era has endowed design with
unprecedented possibilities, it is moving from the end of industry chain to the front, then
throughout the whole chain, and at last becomes the true engine, whose power will get
more and more attention. It also means that design must take on more responsibilities.
In the era of design activism, designers are likely to master more resources, but how
should we repay the world and the era?

Faced with increasing complex problems of sociotechnical system, designers
are required not only to solve the problems in a certain field, but also to communicate
and interact with the experts in the wider fields. Following the changing roles of
design, the difference between designers and design executors also becomes vague.
Designers cannot only work to offer solutions to problems, but to become part of the
solution. Meanwhile, the executors of the designs are extended from the professionals



to all walks of life - that's to say, through social innovation, the era has arrived when
everybody designs.

China 1s undergoing the strategic growth of innovation-driven development and
econemic transformation and upgrading, whose influence has deeply penetrated
into every aspect of science, society and economy. During the process, masses of
representative cases relevant to design activism have constantly emerged in China.
Hence, design activism is by no means a coined concept, or an unpractical ideal, but
genuine and specific actions. Those practical cases have not only effectively proved
its possibility and feasibility, but also fully demonstrated its positive significance and
effect. We collect those cases in this series and recommend them to readers, in hope
of sharing the experience of designers as well as widely presenting the vision of design
activism, and then defining the new paradigm of active innovation.
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