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Our memory and understanding of history often become
blurred and vague as time elapses. However, photographers
can use their camera to bring unexpected points of view
and visual images to us, which makes us feel that we can go
through time and space and bridge the past and the present.
Mr. Chen Haiwen is a famous photographer who brings us
back to Old Industry of Shanghai.

Industry history of Shanghai is nearly as long as that of
Shanghai. However, people of our generation think industry
of Shanghai plays a significant role in China and is the
mainstay of the industry of new China. Since the Communist
Part of China established the people's regime, the Bund has
gradually faded out in the city of Shanghai although it used
to represent the prosperous foreign settlement. In addition,
manufacture industry of Shanghai has become the core
main force of China. In the particularly difficult international
and domestic macro environment, industry and workers of
Shanghai shouldered unimaginable heavy burden and made
outstanding contribution, which can not be simply described by
figures even at present. "Goods of Shanghai' usually referred
to high quality and rare products of China. ‘"Master Worker of
Shanghai* became the synonym of technical standards and
technology leaders of factories across China. We may say
that industry of Shanghai dynamically supported industrial
development of new China by blending traditional humanistic
spirit of China and culture of Shanghai style during the period
from 1949 to ten years before Reform and Opening up of
China and became the real cornerstone and pillar of Chinese
industry. As time flies, Shanghai is experiencing sharp changes
each day after the beginning of the 21st century. Written words
are apparently inadequate to maintain and record the brilliant
history period. Even many people haven't thought Mr. Chen as
a folk photographer should have contributed such monumental
works filling out the gap of Shanghai industry history. Mr. Chen
is highly admirable.

In recent years, thematic photography creation of Mr. Chen has

attracted great attention both at home and abroad. The creation
process of this book also shows that he has been driven by the
sense of responsibility in using photography as the descriptive
tool of his thematic originality. Through repeated diligent and
arduous creation, he has recorded the real history of the old
industry of Shanghai.

Creation of this book is rescue shooting. Now we can no longer
reproduce scenes of the past but we can't help admiring
the author because he has always demonstrated to readers
the humanness and feeling of the working class of Shanghai
with the photos although he has shot the photos during
pressing work. Mr. Chen persists in using saturated hue as
the main tome of this book's subjects. He highlights solemnity
and factuality of the themes with color effect similar to oil
painting. The author doesn't pursue absolutely true portraiture
of one period or one event. Instead, he demonstrates the
particularities of that age and that industry by utilizing the
relationship between the scene and the objects, between the
objects and the people, and adopting contrast or symbolization
technique. In the meantime, during the course of narration,
the author boldly uses the black and white photos of the past
alternately so that people at present and those in the future can
understand and feel our appeals.

This book is well arranged, which further makes the theme
distinct and thought-provoking. The author both directly
depicts the large scene of Shanghai industry theme and
indirectly sets off by contrast and highlights the theme by
setting about the task in details and selecting historical details
of a particular context. The author always keeps track of the
overall originality of the whole book, which is highly impressive
and arouses sympathetic and blending response of the readers
in vision and cognition.

While editing this book for publication, | profoundly realized
the difference between photographers with sense of mission
and those with only photography style and techniques. | don't
debase any kind of photographers but only mean | more
admire the former. For the people, works of Mr. Chen are more
influential and effective in communication.

Let me end this preface with a poem of Bian Zhilin, a famous
poet of China.

"When you watch the scenery from the bridge, the sightseer
watches you from the upstairs. The bright moon adorns your
window, while you adorn another's dream."

Shanghai People's fine arts publishing house
President, Editor-in—Chief

Li Xin

March 31, 2010
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FEMEHT, BHETASHRSE, EEEGET LA WESR
HRER, AL, FRBE. HRAFHNGHE
d, AEBHIRIVESTTEERENREE.
(4R%: BEX)

The founding of P. R. China marked the beginning
of a new era for Shanghai in its industrial
construction. Endeavors in the past 58 years have
yielded fruitful results, and Shanghai, esp. ensuing
the adoption of reform and opening up policy, has
grown to be China's largest economic hub and
an industrial base of significant importance in an
unprecedented accelerated pace.

Though the road ahead is tough and rugged and
full of challenges, Shanghai, will spare no efforts
to rejuvenate and upgrade its traditional industries
and attempt to inscribe a brand-new chapter in the
history of Shanghai's modern industry.

(Photo: Chen Haiwen)
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It was not until 1890 that the first furnace was
erected at the bank of Huangpu River, marking the
beginning of iron and steel industry in Shanghai.
The surges of Westernization Movement in the 19th
century gave rise to the steelworks of Jiangnan
Manufacturing Bureau — the first of its kind in
Shanghai, which only thrived for 8 years before
being relocated to Chongqging ahead of War of
Resistance against Japanese Aggression, though.
Before the liberation of China, Shanghai was
the largest commercial and industrial city and
the economic hub in the country, however, its
production capability lingered at 30000 tons of
steel, and 70000 tons of steel products per year.
Oct.1, 1949 saw the founding of P. R. China,
which inspired hot-blooded Shanghai youths to
devote themselves to the revitalization of Shanghai
industries. Shanghai then forged in the forefront
of nationwide steel-making movement which
unfortunately deviated from its right course and
finally resulted in a contagious mania in the country.
In1961, readjustment policies were implemented
to curb the overheated national economy, and
infrastructure investment in iron and steel industry
was slashed 60% in Shanghai, with some steel mills
shut down before Shanghai regained its status as
one of China's major steel making bases.

The booming iron and steel industry that had
experienced a face lift saw the springing up of new
products and projects inclusive of 600 mm tin plate,
300-meter—long steel wire for patrol torpedo boat,
and a number of new generation material products
used exclusively for the making of "H-bomb,
atomic bomb and man-made satellite”. Shanghai
is undoubtedly an important production base for
national economy and top-tier national military
defense industries.

The reform and opening up policies lead Shanghai
to become an indispensable force in China's
economy. And its steel sector plays a significant
role in the contribution.

While Shanghai attracts more global attentions
with its new visage, some decrepit old steel mills

are already on the waiting list to be torn down, and
those familiar buildings and names will eventually
fade from out sight and become memories of the
glorious past.

Today, Shanghai Baosteel Group, has risen
to be the biggest and most competitive steel
conglomerate in China, after amalgamating its bone
entities Shanghai Meishan Metallurgy Crop. and
Baoshan Steel Mill and other traditional plants such
as Shanghai No.1 Steel Mill, Shanghai No.3 Steel
Mill, Shanghai No.5 Steel Mill, and Shanghai No.10
Steel Mill. The growth of Baosteel Group epitomizes
the remarkable achievements of Shanghai's steel
industry and will hoist China's steel industry to a
new height.

Enterprises Relative to the Photos(Listed in No
Particular Order):

Shanghai No.1 Steel Mill, Shanghai No.3 Steel Mill,
Shanghai No.5 Steel Mill, Shanghai No.10 Steel Mill,
Yongxin Seamless Steel Pipe Factory, Shanghai
Sulfuric Acid Works
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