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Preface

Gansu Province contributed much to the gestation and development of Chinese
Civilization. The Neolithic culture represented by the Dadiwan site witnesses the splendid
prehistoric civilization and is also a reflection of the intelligence of ancient people. The Dadiwan
site is not only one of the most important prehistoric settlement sites in China, but also the
earliest site found so far in Gansu Province, and attracted a lot of interest both from the academic
area and the society since its excavation.

The Dadiwan site is dated 7800 to 4800 years ago, chronological sequenced from the
Dadiwan Phase One Culture, to the early, middle and late Yangshao Culture and the Lower
Changshan Culture. With rich archaeological remains, distinct culture characteristics,
continuous time framework, Dadiwan site makes a breakthrough of Neolithic archaeology study
in northwest China and settled the standard time serial for the prehistoric history of eastern
Gansu.

Dadiwan site is believed to be an important clue to explore the origin of Chinese
civilization. One of the earliest Neolithic cultures in China was found in here, which is called
Dadiwan Phase One Culture. The earliest painted pottery and colored descriptive symbols in
Chinaappeared in this culture that is about 7800 years ago, and were contemporary with the
worlds earliest painted ceramics in Mesopotamia. The earliest cultivated millet of China were
also found at the same time, made Dadiwan an important site in the study of the origin of
Chinese prehistoric agriculture.

One of the most significant characters and important achievements of Dadiwan is the
discovery of more than 240 house foundations, which represent the development of prehistoric
architecture. The primitive palace, FO01, dates back to the late Yangshao period and was an
unprecedented high-level building during Neolithic time featuring its sizable scale, clear
subareas, strict structure and exquisite material. F901 was the prototype of characteristic wooden

palace, becomes the basic pattern of Chinese palace construction afterwards, especially the



technology and material used to construct the floor is very similar to that of modern cement,
which 1s the miracle of Chinese architectural history.

Daliwan site illustrates how the settlement was developed for more than 3000 years in the
same site, it reveals how a settlement became bigger and wider, and from river terraces to
uplands. Especially, the settlement pattern shifts Phase Two and the settlement layout and scale
of Phase Fourare very unique and uncommon. The magnificent settlement of Phase Four
implies that it has already become the central site along the Qingshui River, which represents
the high level of civilization in eastern Gansu during Neolithic period. It displays the intelligent
response to climate changes and social development of Dadiwan people. The site gave a typical
reference for discussing the origin of Chinese civilization and the role of northwest China in
history.

Every piece of the potteries, stone and bone tools along with every single house foundation
and pit is a rich deposit of information about people who lived here, needs us to study further.

The great achievements of Dadiwan site make it not only one of the representative and
supportive culture relics of the so called 8000 years of Chinese civilization, but also an important
component of the construction of the Inheritance and Innovation Zone of Chinese Civilization.
Transferring the marvelous achievements of Dadiwan into vivid material of historical education
and exhibit the elegant artifacts to the public are the mission of archaeologists. Hence, we
painstakingly selected about 100 most representative archaeological findings from Dadiwan site

to compile this book, trying to provide public a window to know better about this site.

Duosheng Tian,Director of Dadiwan Institute for Conservation

01/09/2015
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Location of the Dadiwan site
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Introduction of the Dadiwan site

AKHBHFEBHRRARMI T HAEELERE 2MERFRN, A3 —35 07047,
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General view of the Dadiwan site
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Dadiwan site (104° 54" —105° 55" 06" E, 35" =35 0" 04" N, 1458—1673 m.a.s.l. ) 1s located
at the east of Shaodian Village in Wuying Town, 45 km northeast of Qinan County in Gansu
Province. The remains distributed on the second and third terraces of the Qingshui River and the
adjacent hill slopes. The site covers an area of about 2750000 m?, from the terraces in the north
to the hilltop in the south, Majiagou Brook is on the east and Yanjiagou Brook on the west.

This site is located in a relatively habitable region in Gansu Province, near a river and beside
hilly area, situated in a low-elevation land with fertile soil, is suitable for living and agriculture.
Mountains and river are natural barriers of the site, and its landscape is typical in the loess
hilly-gully region. It was found in 1958 in a survey, excavated from 1978 to 1984 and in 1995 by
the archaeological team of Gansu Museum. The total scope of these excavations was 14752 m?,
and a total of 240 house foundations, 98 hearth relics, 325 pits, 71 tombs, 35 kiln sites and 12
trenches were found, and 4147 ceramics, 1931 stone tools, 2227 bone/horn/shell tools, more
than 17000 segments of animal bones and hundreds of thousands of sherds were uncovered. The
site was radiocarbon dated to 7800—4800 years ago, a span of about 3000 years.

The Neolithic culture in Dadiwan site can be divided into five main phases, which are:

In phase one, the Dadiwan Phase One Culture (7800-7300 B.P.), also called the
Pre-Yangshao Culture, emerged, It is the earliest Neolithic culture of the Wei River valley, and
it not only rewrote the prehistory of Gansu but also confirmed the existence of the Pre-Yangshao
Culture in this region. The relics found at Dadiwan site are precious for the study of the origin
and development of Neolithic cultures, and the discovery of Dadiwan site is recognized as an
important archaeological breakthrough of the Yellow River valley.

The ancient people who lived here at that time produced Chinass earliest painted potteries
and created Chinass earliest colored descriptive symbols, which might be the prototype of Chinese
character although the meaning is unknown yet. The earliest evidences of common millet
cultivation of China were found and it makes Dadiwan become one of the most important sites
in the study of the origin of agriculture in China.

In phase two, the Early Yangshao Culture (6500—5900 B.P.) appeared. It is the first time




