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Abstract

Global warming is the focus of the environmental problems, and the big-
gest challenge to the environment is human consumption behaviors. In order to
decrease and adapt to the climate changes, and keep environmental calamities
induced by global warming within limits, human beings must change their
high-carbon consumption modes, regulate their consumption behaviors in ac-
cordance with laws and eventually implerr;ent low-carbon consumption modes.

One consumption mode adapts to one economic mode, as low-carbon con-
sumption mode does to low-carbon economy, and this consumption mode will
inevitably be the necessary choice for human consumption behaviors in the post-
industrial age. There are still numerous differences in the conceptions of low-
carbon economy, for example, technological innovations. energy safety, envi-
ronmentalism, ecological economy., climate change addressing, transformism,
sustainable development, and structure regulating. However, it is undeniable
that low-carbon economy is a completely new idea in social economy. It is a
brand-new economic mode. and an over-all transformation of the existing eco-
nomic structure-which comprises such economic configurations as low-carbon

development, low-carbon technology and low-carbon consumption. Therefore,



Abstract

low-carbon economy is an economic mode aiming at mitigating and adapt to cli-
mate change by innovating technology and institutions, reducing consumptions
of energy and resources and reduce at the most the emissions of greenhouse ga-
ses and contaminants without affecting the economic development.

On the basis of research methodology of legal economics. and consumer
social responsibility theory, green consumption. ecclogical consumption, and
virtual consumption will be discriminated. and conspicuous consumption,
luxury consumption and dissimilation of consumption behaviors. Low-carbon
consumption is not limiting the liberty of human consumption behaviors, and is
not in conflict with economic growth. *No consuming means economic reces-
sion” is the modern version of consumerism. State thrifty and personal frugality
go together; thrift and frugality are the basis of the harmony with the nature.
State policies and laws guide consumption behaviors. Low-carbon consumption
is the necessary way to energy saving and emission reduction. Legal adjustment
in low-carbon consumption is consistent with the value of energy legislation,
despite the different emphases on regulating objects, regulating behaviors, and
regulating links. Low-carbon consumption is important both theoretically and
practically to human joint efforts to deal with global climate change, employ-
ment expanding, economic structural turn from high carbon to low carbon,
practically protect consumers’ lawful rights and interests. and boost up their
social responsibilities, and construct an environment friendly and resource
saving soclety.

The necessity of the birth of low-carbon consumption laws are looked into
in this dissertation from three perspectives: economical, social and legal. Low-
carbon consumption mode emerges in response to the need of a downright
change of the existing consumption mode and is also a legal appeal to the obvi-
ous conflicts between the environment and economic development, The obliga-
tions in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and in
particular the mechanism of ‘cap-and -trade’ definde in the Kyoto Protocol.,

and emission reduction time-table make the low carbon and emission reduction
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be taken into the law-making agenda. and low-carbon consumption law
emerges as the reflection of the times. Low-carbon consumption law is the ge-
neric term for the legal norms governing the social relatiénships that come into
being in the wake of the low-carbon consumption adjustments. It takes as its
object of adjustment the social relationships innitiated by consumers’ low-
carbon consumption behaviors, and has public law adjustment as its basic
method of adjustment,

Low-carbon consumption legal norms can be found in the existing legal
systems but there is still a gap between the need of the low-carbon economy for
legislation and the existing system, and there is a urgent need for abundant re-
lated provisions. The links between those already existing legal norms and re-
lated system, those legal norms to be established and existing legal system so
to formulate unified low-carbon consumption legal system are discussed in this
dissertation.

Low-carbon consumption law is part of environmental law. Low-carbon
consumption law and law concerning cleaner: production function in
consumption and production respectively. although the radiating effects of
those two laws are not excluded. lLow-carbon legal system comprises two
parts: one is services acts. such as laws concerning energy, industry. commu-
nications. architecture, forestry and solid waste; the other is means acts, such
as low-carbon technology. government procurement, education, carbon tax,
financial incentives, low-carbon facilitation and emission bargaining regulations.
The legislation of low-carbon consumption law is based on the concepts of con-
sumption ban and rational consumption, and has sustainable consumption,
harmonious consumption and 31. consumption (low pollution, low emission,
and low consumption) and low-carbon consumption incentive as the principles.,
and is recycling, use system, energy efficiency labeling system, government
procurement system, carbon tax, and low-carbon incentive policy as the basic
systems. The establishment of low-carbon consumption law and order, the

pursuit of consumption efficiency, consumption freedom, consumption fairness
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embody the basic value of low-carbon law. The legal relation of low-carbon
consumption is the fundamental theoretical issue of the law, and low-carbon
consumption relation has emerged as a low-carbon consumption legal relation
due to the adjustment of low-carbon consumption law. which makes low-
carbon consumption relation no longer a social relation in a general sense. The
subject in low-carbon consumption legal relation refers to low-carbon consum-
ers, manufacturers, managers and the state while the consumer is the social
member who purchases or uses low-carbon products and receives low-carbon
services for his own purposes. The object is the low-carbon consumption behav-
iors. The content is consumer rights and obligations, whose core is low-carbon
obligations and low-carbon responsibilities according to the environmental obli-
gations based theory., Implemention approaches to low-carbon consumption are
the state low-carbon economy policie\s. and mandatory legal norms, including
market means and administrative measures. Whatever means. the eventual re-
alization must be through the consumers’ conscious observance of the means,
and legal regulation.

Key words: low-carbon economy. low-carbon consumption, low-carbon

consumption law, recycling norms. carbon tax
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