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Your visions will become clear only when you can look
into your own heart. Who looks outside, dreams; who looks
inside, awakes.

— Carl Jung

The main interest in life and work is to become someone
else that you were not in the beginning. If you knew when
you began a book what you would say at the end, do you
think you would have the courage to write it?

— Michel Foucault
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Every human advancement or reversal can be understood
through communication. The right to free communication carries
with its responsibility to respect the dignity of octhers—and this must

be recognized as irreversible. '
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A speech is an agency of its time, one whose surviving record
provides a repository of themes and their elaborations from which
we may gain insight into the life of an era as well as into the mind
of a man. From the study of speeches given by many men, then, it
is possible to observe the reflections of prevailing social ideas and
attitudes.’
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True, the rhetoric of ideas fails to account for all the forces at
work; yet a wide reading in sermons, lectures, and speeches does
bring one into a deeper understanding of the basic ideational themes,
variations upon the themes, and the dissonance which were a part of
the controversy and contributed to ultimate settlement. When seen
against a contextual backdrop, speeches become at once a means
of illustrating and testing, of verifying or revising generalizations

offered by other workers in social and intellectual history.”
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1 Ernest Wrage, “Public Address: A Study in Social and Intellectual History,”
Quarterly Journal of Speech 33 (1947): 455-456.
2 Rk, $456-4577.
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As a humanities researcher, I tend to believe that, in contrast
to the post-positivist definition of theory in terms of hypothesis/
analysis/causality, theory functions with qualitatively different
missions and purposes in excavating complex/consequential social/

political/cultural phenomena amid human communication.
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While admitting potentially essentializing/reductive
effects inherent in empirical approaches, I think theory in the
communication field invariably engage people and society, and
should also navigate its public/social relevance/importance via
concrete evidentiary discourse at the same level. Otherwise,
communication theory would always face a lurking risk of indulging/
relegating itself into a self-appreciating pursuit, or even worse, a self-

isolating obsession.
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We are in no respect superior to other living creatures; nay,
we are inferior to many in swiftness and in strength and in other
resources; but, because there has been implanted in us the power
to persuade each other and to make clear to each other whatever we
desire, not only have we escaped the life of wild beasts, but we have
come together and founded cities and made laws and invented arts;
and generally speaking, there is no institution devised by man which

the power of speech has not helped us to establish.’

1 Isocrates, “From Antidosis,” in The Rhetorical Tradition: Readings from
Classical Times to the Present, ed. Patricia Bizzell and Bruce Herzberg (Boston:
Bedford/ST. Martin’s, 2001): 75.
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Colleges and universities are filled with
knowledgeable, thoughtful people who have been
effectively silenced by an awful writing style, a style
with its flaws concealed behind a smokescreen of
sophistication and professionalism.

— Patricia Limerick

Stylish scholars ... express complex ideas clearly
and precisely; produce elegant, carefully crafted
sentences; convey a sense of energy, intellectual
commitment, and even passion; engage and hold their
readers’ attention; tell a compelling story; avoid jargon,
except where specialized terminology is essential to
the argument; provide their readers with aesthetic
and intellectual pleasure; and write with originality,
imagination, and creative flair.

— Helen Sword
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