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Preface 1

When 1 started in simulation in 1994 there was practically no resources to look toward
for advice, recommendations or educational content. We were essentially inventing content
and style, both in terms of scenario development and debriefing based on our experience as
medical educators. Although I was personally fortunate to have had amazing role models as
my chair and program director were remarkable educators, our team at Mount Sinai was truly
fortunate to have the guidance and mentorship from Mike Good and the team at the University
of Florida who developed the Gainesville Anesthesia Simulator (which would eventually be
the basis of the HPS simulator from CAE) and who helped install the very first simulator
produced by Loral defense contractors who licensed the technology. Back in the 90s’ there
were certainly no textbooks and only a handful of publications which simply described
individual department’ s experiences with mannequin based simulation mainly for anesthesia
resident training. Although we were convinced this was a remarkable technology and a very
powerful tool for clinical education, we admittedly could have never imagined the widespread
adoption of this technique in healthcare.

Over the next two decades the expansion of simulation in healthcare was really quite
remarkable. As the technologies developed so too did the resources to utilize these tools and
techniques. Societies of simulation experts evolved, journals dedicated to simulation-based
research and content were published, careers and jobs emerged to support the industry and
the utilization of the tools and a widespread adoption of the use of simulators in healthcare
for education, evaluation, safety initiatives, healthcare improvements, research tools and
therapeutic interventions took place across disciplines. Despite this exponential rise in
utilization, healthcare simulation was still a technique that many in healthcare were either
unfamiliar with or unconvinced of its merit. At the time I described healthcare simulation
as a “best kept secret” . Even though there were some simulation textbooks already in print,
my colleagues and I were convinced the landscape was perfect for the development of a
textbook that would provide novices and experts alike with a definitive reference to develop
new skills or build on those already attained. We embarked on the project in the spring
of 2011 and assembled the world’ s experts to author what would be “The Comprehensive
Textbook of Healthcare Simulation” . The project was a true labor of love for me, my co—

editors, Drs DeMaria, Schwartz, and Sim and all of the authors who devoted their time, effort,
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16 Preface 1

and expertise to the project. Released in the fall of 2013, the book is a multidisciplinary,
international reference authored by a who’ s who in healthcare simulation. Since its release I
have been humbled by the number of communications from the books readers letting me know
just how valuable the book has been for both their professional and program development.

In recent years China has embarked on its own expedition into healthcare simulation
and although there was interest by Yue Dong, MD and others to translate the book into
Chinese soon after its release in 2013, it’ s clear the landscape in China is now perfect
for the Chinese version of “The Comprehensive Textbook of Healthcare Simulation” to be
developed. Published by Science Press of China and translated by lead translator Prof.
Lv Jianping, David Li and other members of the Healthcare Simulation under Wu Jieping
Medical Foundation, I could not be more proud and humbled by the desire and devotion to
bring our book to the Chinese people. It is obvious healthcare simulation in China will have
an exponential raise in the short years to come and | am thrilled that the “The Comprehensive
Textbook of Healthcare Simulation” will provide a valuable reference and road map for all of

those involved in the journey.

S

Adam |. Levine, MD

Professor of Anesthesiology, Perioperative and Pain Medicine, Otolaryngology,
and Pharmacological Sciences

Vice-Chair of Education, Mount Sinai Health System

Program Director; ASA Endorsed HELPS Simulation Program

Department of Anesthesiology, Perioperative and Pain Medicine

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai
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