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Foreward

Qinghai province is located in the northwest of China with many diverse ethnicities and flourishing regions. So
far, there are 54 ethnic minorities living in Qinghai and 10% of them are religious people. During the past one-
thousand years, Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Christianity and Catholicism spread and blended here. The rich religious
atmosphere, diversified ethnic culture, unique climate, landforms and folk customs shaped various cultures,
architecture styles and customs here.

Memories of Qinghai is an art atlas consisting of drawings and descriptions focused on the representative buildings,
historic sites and folk culture of six cities and counties in Qinghai. It uses sketches to describe architecture,
landscape, and customs and directly presents the aesthetic characteristics of the buildings.

Wang Xiaozhen, author of this book, works as an associate professor at the Fine Arts College of Northwest
University for Nationalities. She has been engaged in the painting practice for a long time and transferred to the
study of color painting Tibetan Buddhist architecture in the Huanghe and Huangshui area between Gansu and
Qinghai when she was pursuing her doctoral degree. She went to the field for study very often because of her
research work and collected a lot of architectural images of Qinghai, which she drew herself. During that period,
her perception of the line drawing skills gradually changed from expressive painting to exploration painting, and
it bred this book. Among her sketches in this book, she expanded her viewing angle to macroscopic architecture
structure, appearance and whole landscape integrated into the physiognomy, as well as focusing on people’s
behavior, rituals and folk customs. Hence this book boasts a wider, artistic anthropological vision. The viewing
angle of this book illustrates the understanding that architecture is not only in the state of matter itself, but also
includes the internal and external space of construction associated with natural objects and human behavior. It is
an escalated point of view that makes architectural culture rich and also accords with the present academic trend of
comprehensive understanding of historical and cultural heritage.

At present, we are in a time where traditional culture is constantly being impact, to much people’s concern. For
mass groups, there is an urgent practical significance to understand historical and cultural heritage, to create
traditional atmosphere and to popularize material and non-material culture. The publication of Memories of
Qinghai provides supplementary images of traditional architecture styles in Qinghai besides promoting culture
transmission at present and provides archival files with excellent pictures and accompanying essays.

That is all.

Zhang Xichang
Xi’an Academy of Fine Arts
2 April, 2016
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Kayue Cultural Relics

This is the border area of Gansu and Qinghai Provinces along both sides of the Yellow and Huangshui
Rivers. It extends from Qinghai Lake in the west, the Qilian Mountains in the north, and the northern
Amne Machin in the south. The 3,000-year history of the widely distributed Kayue Culture is recorded
in the many relics in Qinghai Province.
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Hutai Relics

Located in Yangjia stockade village (Yangjiazhai), Chengxi District in a western Xining suburb, this
1,600-year-plus stone platform is an important relic of Xi'ning, once the capital founded by the
Nanliang Kingdom monarch during the Eastern Jin Dynasty (317-420) and the Sixteen Kingdoms
Period (304-439). It is 30 meters high and has a 360 meter perimeter.



