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Abstract: For a long time, it was a dilemma in the study of Chinese architectural history to reveal
the design process based on historical documentation especially design drawings and models, and to
discern any design strategy or theory. This has resulted in an “aphasia” (speechlessness) on Chinese
traditional architectural theory. Based on the survey of the Qing imperial tombs inscribed on the World
Heritage List and the study of relevant documents including the Yangshi Lei Archives inscribed onto
the Memory of the World Register, this paper explores the Dingling Tomb (documented by over 1,000
pieces of drawings and documents) with the aim of tracing the building and planning process from
site selection to construction. It is hoped that this comprehensive research will resolve the problem of
“aphasia” regarding the design of Chinese traditional architecture. '

Keywords: Design of traditional Chinese architecture, Yangshi Lei, imperial tombs of the Qing

dynasty, Dingling Tomb
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