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Preface

The second issue of Prosodic Studies is published as scheduled. Prosodic Studies has now
officially been renamed as Studies in Prosodic Grammar, and the reasons are as follows:
Starting from this issue, we not only welcome research that pays attention to Prosodic
Phonology, Prosodic Morphology, and Prosodic Syntax as usual, but also attach importance
to all the grammatical phenomena related to prosody, such as Poetic Prosody, Prosodic
Register, Prosodic Literature, the Acquisition and Teaching of Prosody, etc.

Prosodic Grammar is an emerging field. First of all, the word “grammar” refers to the “rules
of language” other than just the aspect of syntax. Secondly, it aims to explore the universal
rules of human language with the core concept of contemporary Prosodic Phonology (cf.
Relative Prominence) as its foundation and the Chinese language as its object of study.
Readers can see from the articles in the first issue, the current one, and the future issues in
which not only a large number of Chinese prosodic grammatical phenomena have been (and
will have been) explored, but many linguistic principles which merits attention from general
linguistics are emerging. Prosodic Grammar is ever-changing and developing rapidly as a
new research field. Judging from its development trend in recent years, it can be predicted
that this field will develop even faster in the future.

Prosodic Grammar is also a field that has attracted much attention among traditional Chinese
scholars for almost a thousand of years. Although there was no theory, no systematic
approach, and no available deduction formula or theoretical framework at that time, they
had their firsthand experience, a meticulous observation and deep insight into meter, thyme,
melody, and metrics. Therefore, reflections/observations on rules of rhythm often presented
themselves naturally in commentaries and writings. Shen Yue (441-513) said “we should
make characters of different tonal patterns alternate with each other and ensure that the poetic
couplet thus formed emerge in a relatively prominent manner. If the ﬁgst line of the couplet
contains characters of the level tone, then the second line must have characters of the non-
level tone. The five characters of each line should differentiate one from another in terms of
their phonological features and the two lines must have completely different stress patterns.”
(Biographies and Commentaries of Xie Lingyun from Songshu). This can be viewed as
the predecessor of Chinese prosodic studies, because many prosodic phenomena have
been mentioned. Without doubt, what our ancestors have created and possessed were still
preliminary, while today’s academic development has focused on the universal properties
of languages. Of little use has been the craftsmanship of investigating phenomena for their
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own sake; to develop a framework with great vision, broad mind and scientific theory brooks
no further delay. Therefore, Studies in Prosodic Grammar emerges as the times require.

It cannot be ignored that Prosodic Grammar is a branch of linguistics that has been
developed by inheriting Chinese linguistic traditions and learning from Western linguistics.
There is neither Prosodic Syntax in Western countries nor Prosodic Register in general
linguistics. Internationally, the study of prosody and literature has not combined with the
evolution of language yet so as to reveal the course of change in prosody in relation to
the evolvement of literary forms, which is expected to form an independent discipline of
“History of Prosodic Literature” in the future. A specific manifestation of this is the fact
that there is perhaps no linguistic journal abroad that includes literary research in its own
column. However, Studies in Prosodic Grammar fills the gap, and Prosodic Literature
is an important area of the journal. The “grammar” that the journal focuses on not only
includes grammar of spoken language and formal grammar, but also other forms and rules
of different types of literary language, such as the rules of parallel prose, verse and prose,
and reading and chanting, etc. We know that the basic principles underlying prosody are
constant, but, a slight difference in their applications may affect the situation as a whole.

Prosodic Grammar thus has a distinctive Chinese origin. Its Chinese characteristics is reflected
in the process of constructing the theory and exploring the phenomenon: contemporary
concepts are derived by drawing on traditional revelation, and contemporary methods are
employed with the awareness of traditional ideas. The thedry of Relative Prominence is
Mark Liberman’s revolutionary discovery, and only by a thorough understanding of Shen
Yue’s statement of “we should make characters of different tonal patterns alternate with
each other and ensure that the poetic couplet thus formed emerge in a relatively prominent
manner,” and “the five characters of each line should differentiate one from another in
terms of their phonological features and the two lines must have completely different stress
patterns,” can one fully understand what Liberman really drives at. Prosodic Morphology
is the invention of John McCarthy and Alan Prince, and by referring to this theory and
relying on our perfect sense of language for examples like “kaikai (to bubble up, the first
syllable kai is stressed within the verb reduplication) vs. kaikai (boiling water, the second
syllable is stressed within the adjective reduplication)” (Lu Zongda & Yu Min, 2016)%,
Morphological Prosody is newly developed in Chinese and in general linguistics as well.Z

Scholars have remarked that Prosodic Grammar constitutes one of the important
areas of Chinese formal linguistics®. The fundamental of formal linguistics lies in the
Rationalism, while Prosodic Grammar bases itself not only on this philosophical idea,

(O See Modern Chinese Grammar by Lu Zongda and Yu Min. Zhonghua Book Company, 2016.
@ See The Prosodic Form in Chinese by Wang Lijuan, Beijing Language and Culture University
Press, 2015.

@  See Studies in Contemporary Chinese Linguistics (1949-2015) edited by Li Yuming. 2016: 199.
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but also the Reason-based Approaches held by the scholars of the Qian-Jia Era of the Qing
Dynasty © (which prioritizes the certainty in logical principles over that in collected
materials). Prosodic Grammar is neither a sinicization of Western linguistic theories nor
a Westernization of Chinese linguistic theories. Its goal is to discover the profound ideas
of traditional Chinese academics and to reveal the profoundness of Western theories
with the essence of traditional Chinese insights. In a word, it is under such guidance and
direction that we have made our discoveries and accounted for the facts. The emergence
of Prosodic Grammar is the product of the combination of the Eastern and Western
academics, and the future research of this field will move forward unswervingly along
this road. Therefore, the objects of our attention and research include not only those in
general linguistics, such as: What is prosody? What is rhythm? What is a foot? What is
a prosodic word? What is the difference among CP-/TP-/VP-Prosody and how do they
interact? Why does the tone of the language correspond to its (sentence final) particle? etc.
Of more interest to us are the prosodic matters of the Chinese language, such as: Why
did the moraic foot in ancient times gradually disappear? Why were there no tone-3
(rising) and tone-4 (falling) together with the lack of sentence final particles in Archaic
Chinese? Why did tone development and disyllabification occur at about the same time?
Why did disyllabification suddenly rise in the Western Han and Eastern Han dynasties?
Why did the distinction between verse and prose occur in the Middle Chinese? Why did
the “Four-Six Parallel Prose” start in the Wei-Jin Periods? Since poems are to be chanted
and proses recited, what are the prosodic principles of chant and recitation? Why should
we “hum” the ancient Chinese proses but not “read” them?? Why do we say that the
“3+3+4" rhythm in “The vehicles were rumbling, the war horses were neighing, and
the soldiers have put their bows and arrows on the waist” (a verse line in Du Fu’s poem
Chariots March Y2%-%7) is a loan rhythm form in terms of its prosody? How do we
say that the “stressed-unstressed-unstressed” pattern of “wo men de” in Beijing dialect
is taken from the Mongolian language? Moreover, why are there stylistic differences
between stressed syllables and unstressed syllables from the perspective of Register
(Stylistic) Grammar? Why is there a prosodic stylistic correspondence between “syllabic
length and stylistic elevation”, as exemplified by the monosyllable-disyllable contrast
in Chinese and the “contrast between words of Latin origin and words of Anglo-Saxon
origin” in English? And more challenging questions were raised by Hu Qiaomu in his
letter to Chao Yuan Ren on June 12, 1981:

(D) The “certainty of reason” is described in the inference of “heng pi si biao ## % I9 % * made
by Dai Zhen (1724-1777) in “The Classics of Emperor Yao.” For more details, see “The ‘Certainty
of Reason’ Raised by the Scholars During the Reigns of Emperor Qianlong and Emperor Jiaging
of the Qing Dynasty and the Scientific Nature of Language Research” by Feng Shengli. Chinese
Frontier of Language and Literature, 2015(9): 99-117.

(2) See Zhu Guanggian (2013) The prosaic rhythm. In Essays on Literature. Beijing: Peking
University Press.
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How did Chinese poetry change from even-numbered characters (syllables) in
each line, such as in the Book of Songs and the Poetry of Chu, into odd-numbered
characters (syllables) after the Western Han and Eastern Han dynasties? As
for poems of even-numbered characters in each line, except for the proses, the
classical poems with six characters in each line were always not popular, and there
were no poems with eight characters in each line at all (excluding modern new
poetry). As for the poetries of even-numbered characters in each line, there were
basically limitad to poems with five or seven characters in each line (excluding the
lyrics of Ci and Qu), and most of the folk songs have seven characters in each line.
After the emergence of the modern new poetry, the situation changed again. Poems
of even-numbered characters in each line are in the majority, and most lines have
eight or more characters (free verses are not taken into consideration).@

He wondered “whether Ancient Chinese during this period has gone through any crucial
changes.” Today we know that Archaic Chinese was a synthetic language before the
Western Han and Eastern Han dynasties. Then, it evolved into an analytical language.
Obviously, the typological change opened a new window for us to explain the change in
the form of literature. Although the window has been open, the panoramic view is yet
to be appreciated, and the brilliant picture to be painted. Therefore, Studies in Prosodic
Grammar is to provide an innovative platform for people who are determined to solve
the above mysteries, find the answers and draw the picture. It also offers us the window
of prosody to observe the Chinese language — its past and present, its dialects, its
literary forms and its registers.

Starting from this issue, the goal of the former Prosodic Studies has been extended to
what Studies in Prosodic Grammar is devoted to explore. Moreover, the strong support
from Beijing Language and Culture University Press has reaffirmed our confidence
in the studies of prosodic grammar to promote the development of the emerging field.
Here, we would like to conclude by quoting once again the comments of Andrew
Simpson, the distinguished linguist and member of the editorial board, on Chinese
prosodic grammar, which is the goal of the journal:

“The continued study of prosody and syntax interactions, both synchronically
across different varieties of Chinese and diachronically (where this is possible),
promises to be a rich and very informative area of future research for Chinese
linguistics, and one in which Chinese can contribute importantly to general
theories of human language.”@’

@  See 4 Collection of Linguistic Essays by Wu Zongji, The Commercial Press, 2004: 246.
(@ See The Handbook of Chinese Linguistics. Willey Blackwell. Chichester, UK. 2014: 465-492.
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