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Preface

The New Target College English series is the most comprehensive English language
textbook series that I have seen. The whole series is based on the new college English
curriculum guidelines set by the Ministry of Education, which emphasizes both training
in basic skills and the development of cross-cultural awareness and some ESP skills. The
contents of the textbooks are ideal for achieving these goals.

There is a primary focus on reading and writing in the Integrated Course but the reading
texts also serve as a basis for creative thinking and developing speaking skills. The topics of
each unit have been very carefully chosen to reflect the global role that English now plays.
I was especially pleased to see that the reading passages were extensive rather than the
fashionable short texts that figure in many contemporary textbooks. There is — very rightly
— a major emphasis on developing students’ vocabulary, including both words and phrases.

The New Target College English series also focuses on academic listening and speaking
with the specially designed Video Course. Readings in Western Culture and Readings in Chinese
Culture provide extensive reading materials in both Chinese and Western cultures while
Readings in Science and Technology and Readings in the Humanities and Social Sciences are
designed as ESP materials to enhance students’ academic skills in English. This series will
appeal to a wide range of teachers with its blend of traditional type and communicative
activities.

A key feature of the series is that it aims to cater to the different needs of Chinese
students at different levels and locations. There is a rich array of learning activities in
each course that will allow teachers the opportunities to select those activities that they
consider best suited to their own students. Teachers can also elect to use one, two or all of
the courses in the complete series based on their students’ English proficiency and the aims
and objectives of the English curriculum in their own college. My hope, however, is that

they will take advantage of the whole series.



The textbook series also takes account of the fact that many Chinese college students
will need to use English to further their own academic studies. Thus there are activities
specifically directed at the English language skills and strategies that students will need to
study through the medium of English.

My lifelong work in second language acquisition points to one key principle that needs
to inform the design of language courses — namely, the importance of providing as much
input in the second language as possible. Language learning is a slow and gradual process
that can only be successful if learners are exposed to massive amounts of input. Most
language courses consist only of the main textbooks, which by themselves can never ensure
the quantity of input needed to achieve high levels of proficiency. The New Target College
English series is a very welcome exception.

I am very happy to endorse the New Target College English series.

Rod Ellis
Distinguished Professor, University of Auckland
Changjiang Scholar, Shanghai International Studies University
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Unit 1

Experiencing a Changihg World

Overview

Technology is a double-edged sword. It makes our life convenient and our work
efficient, but often at the expense of environmental health and personal privacy. Worse
still, people in modern society are too much involved to get a clean break from it, no

matter how hard they try.

r . R
Reading

Remind students that a subjective tone is employed to make a statement or
assertion about a topic in which the writer conveys a particular attitude or feeling.
A subjective tone uses words that describe feelings, judgments, or opinions. To go
with it, details are likely to be included about experiences, senses, emotions, and
thoughts.

-

J

Vocabulary and Structure b

Verbs in “verb + at + noun” constructions often imply feelings, emotions or
actions with targets, such as sniff, rejoice, shout, aim, point.

Verbs in “verb + with + noun” constructions often imply supply, emotions or

combination, such as equip, provide, weep, merge. )

( Translation A

The most difficult part of translation is not technical terms, for they often
have ready counterparts in another language. Rather, small words with rich
contextual connotations are real troublemakers. Their simplicity is often deceptive,
like water so clear it belies its depth. Any attempt to render them mechanically
without due attention will only lead to failure to deliver the beauty, profundity, or

hidden punch in the original use.
A /

1



Writing

Starting with this unit, the writing section moves on to essay writing. Writing
in college often takes the argumentative form. The whole argumentation often
builds upon the thesis statement, a statement that serves as a summary of the
argument one will make in the rest of the essay. Directly stating the thesis by
making a claim supported by detailed explanation and analysis is a common
strategy. However, another way, perhaps more tactful, is to make a concession

before launching a head-on attack, because it gives your opponent the benefit of

the doubt and thus renders your refutation more convincing.

Objectives

Students will be able to:

® express themselves more freely on a changing world

® better understand what changes modern technology has brought to our life

@ identify and understand the subjective tone of the author so as to know the
author’s attitude

@ practise vocabulary and structures:
a. vocabulary related to a changing world and its use in context
b. the “verb + at/with” constructions

® translate sentences with expressions vague in meaning and a paragraph about
Bhutan and modern technology

® have a basic understanding of how to write an effective essay

Part One Suggested Teaching Plan

Listening and Speaking

1. Ask students to listen to the passage about modern technology in Exercise 1, and
fill in the blanks with the missing information.
2. Have students talk about the ways in which the development of technology has

changed our life. Students are supposed to prepare for this activity before class.

2




3. (Optional) Lead-in to the text:
As said by Stephen Hawking, whether we like it or not, the world we live in has

changed a great deal, and it is likely to change even more due to the advances

in science and technology. There is no denying that modern technology brings

numerous gifts to our life. But there is also an undeniable tendency that we are

becoming servants in thought, as in action, of the machines we have created to

serve us. Do you have a desire to get away from it all? Mat Honan might be your

soul mate.

Reading
Skill Focus

1. Introduce “tone” to students and briefly explain commonly used tones.

2. Inform students of the characteristics of subjective tones and list some specific

ones, like conceited, satiric, critical, etc.

3. Tell students that expressions indicating the author’s emotions and attitudes are

clues to understanding the author’s tone.

4. Inform students that the author’s preferences could be reflected through the

evidence provided.

5. Remind students that sometimes the background knowledge of the text has to be

analyzed in order to make inferences on the author’s tone.

Text A

Reading Comprehension

1. Global understanding

d.

Have students read the title and Para. 1 and ask them to make a prediction
about the main idea of the text.

Ask students to read the whole text and pay attention to the author’s tone.
(Exercise 1)

Have students skim the last two paragraphs and summarize the conclusion of
the text.

Ask students to work out the main idea and organization of the text as their
homework.

Ask students to think about the positive and negative effects of technology on

our life.

;



2. Detailed understanding
a. Discuss with students the cultural background related to the text.
b. Ask students to apply the reading skill and do Exercise 2 to understand the
details of the text and make inferences.
c. Explain language points. Analyze difficult sentences syntactically and

rhetorically to help students better understand the text.

Reading and Discussing

Ask students to work in groups and discuss the questions in Exercise 3.

Language in Use

1. Vocabulary and structure
a. Have students do Exercises 4-5 and practise the core words and expressions in
the text.
b. Have students study the “verb + at” and “verb + with” constructions and do
Exercises 6-7.
2. Translation
a. Have students finish Exercise 8 to practise translating English words vague in
meaning into Chinese.
b. Have students finish Exercise 9 to practise translating into English a Chinese

paragraph about Bhutan and modern technology.

Text B

Ask students to read Text B and finish the exercises as homework.

Writing

1. Guide students to understand the goal of the writing part in this unit. Explain
the three main parts of an effective essay, especially the important role the thesis
statement plays in an essay.

2. Explain to students that the thesis statement usually appears at or near the
end of the introduction and tells the main idea and organization of the whole
essay. Ask students to finish Exercise 1. By studying the examples students can
better understand the function of the thesis statement. The explanation of the

introduction, the body and the conclusion will be provided in the following units.

4



3. Explain to students the characteristics of an effective thesis statement by
comparing a thesis statement to a topic sentence of a paragraph. Ask students
to finish Exercise 2, which is designed to make them better understand the four
characteristics, especially the first two.

4. Explain to students the words and expressions usually used in making concessions,
which can be helpful when they write thesis statements. Ask students to finish

Exercise 3.

Part Two Notes to Text A

. Related Information

1. waldeinsamkeit
Ralph Waldo Emerson, the American essayist, poet, leading exponent of
transcendentalism, wrote a poem entitled “Waldeinsamkeit”, which reflected the
feeling of solitude, being alone in the woods and connectedness to nature. The

word waldeinsamkeit is thus used to represent such specific feelings.

2. Heanrt of Darkness
Heart of Darkness is a short novel by the Polish novelist Joseph Conrad, written
as a frame narrative, about Charles Marlow’s life as an ivory transporter down the
Congo River in Central Africa. The story is a complex exploration of the attitudes
people hold on what constitutes a barbarian versus a civilized society and on

colonialism and racism that were part and parcel of European imperialism.

3. Burning Man
Burning Man is a week-long annual event held in the Black Rock Desert
in northern Nevada, the United States. The event begins on the last Monday in
August, and ends on the first Monday in September. It takes its name from the
ritual burning of a large wooden effigy, which is set alight on Saturday evening.
The event is described as an experiment in art, radical self-expression, and radical

self-reliance.

4. 108
iOS (previously iPhone OS) is a mobile operating system developed by Apple
Inc. and distributed exclusively for Apple hardware. It is the operating system that
powers iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, and Apple TV.
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