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Abstract

While the human being’s history came to the several centuries before
and after the Christian era, there appeared a great and brilliant civiliza-
tion on either side of Eurasia that are Qin-Han civilization and Roman
civilization. They almost constitute the most important and the most won-
derful elements of the world civilization system. Although, neither the
developing routes nor the concrete models are quite different, they both
have a profound and far influence on the aftertime. In the modern socie-
ty, the eastern and the western scholars certainly exhaust every effort on
the study of their respective histories and civilizations. But, meanwhile,
more and more sensible and foresight researchers focus their attentions on
the comparative study between the two above-mentioned civilizations.
Obviously, scholars are interested in both similar or distinet phenomena
and essence of Qin-Han and Rome in the political, economical, cultural
fields and so on. And they try to find the reason to bring the two civiliza-
tions to the different routes there form.

In regard to the China Archaeology, there are plentiful comparative
study subjects from the microscopic view. Relatively speaking, it is lack
of the studies from the macroscopic view. On my opinion, it is necessary
and important to carry out the cross-civilization study and other macro-
scopic comparalive study in Archaeology. Moreover, it is should be con-
sidered as an active and effective developing direction even a sub disci-
pline of Archaeology. Certainly we can carry out the comparative study
between Qin-Han and Roman civilizations from many angles, but, as the
political ; economical and cultural core, the capital should suppose 1o be

the best and the optimum object of study. Considering from this angle,
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the form, furthermore, the model of the capital can embody the essential
characters of each civilization to maximize. Therefore, this dissertation
focuses on Chang’an and Rome and attempt to find out the similarities
and differences between the two great civilizations through the compara-
tive study.

It is publicly known that Qin-Han was a centralism and unification
empire. It established a unify order in political, social and spiritual life.
The power of the prefectures ( kingdoms) and the counties centralized in
the central office while the power of the central office centralized in the
emperor. On the other hand, although the sovereign of Roman Empire
owned the actual power above other else, there still existed the constitu-
tionalism institution such as the Curia, the Assembly of the eitizen in
form at least. What is more important is that the republicanism tradition
always permeated the every aspect of the society and people’s mind in a
greal measure. And, the provinces, especially the provinces oul of the
Italian peninsula, all owned autonomy more or less. Hence the Roman
Empire’s order is pluralism which is quite different from the situation in
Qin-Han Empire. Based on the above reasons and other matters, this pa-
per defines the political system of Qin-Han Empire as “ centralism™ while
that of Roman Empire as “ divisionalism” correspondingly. The differ-
ences between the two capitals in form and model, so to speak, derive
from the difference between the political systems to a most degree. The
“centralism” capital model exist the absolute and the only core of the cit-
y. The nucleus function of the city is considered to protect the safety of
the power. The grade and the order project in the construct idea of the
city in every method. And the public space is deficiency. Oppositely,
the “divisionalism” capital model possesses several cores in the construci
idea and thinks highly to provide enough spaces to express each political
idea. There are many spaces belonging to public in the city.

Think of it in terms of civilization, the capital model of the Qin-Han
civilization is an inland agricultural kind, whereas the Roman civilization
is an oceanic commercial one. So the former became an autocratic and

close profane city which is in accordance with its stable order character,
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and the latter appears an exocentric and open city. Besides, due to the
importance of the religion in the life of the Roman people, Rome is also a
sacred and monumental city in the spiritual prospect of the Empire.

Chang’an and Rome both set a demonstration of the city model in re-
spective empire; meanwhile, they both inherit the traditions of the pre-
imperial period and initiate the traditions of the post-imperial period. As
a result, the capital models also reflect on other cities’ form in both civili-
zalion systems.

This dissertation is consisted of 12 chapters.

Chapter 1 is to discuss the theory and methodology of the Compara-
tive Archaeology and discuss the feasibility of the dissertation’s topic that
is the feasibility and the meaning of the comparison between Chang’an
and Rome on this basis.

Chapter 2 is a summary of the background of the objects of study,
including the history, the territory and the natural geography of each em-
pire, besides, the accomplishment and the influence of each civilization.

Chapter 3 summarizes the archaeological excavation and the study
histories of the two cities.

Chapter 4 gives an overview of the construct processes of the two
capitals and compares them in the construct ideas and their developments
with a dynamic state.

Chapter 5 divides the two capitals into several areas of different
functions and elaborates the differences of the function and the adminis-
trations.

Chapter 6 = 10 compares the two capitals in every concrete area,
such as political and military space, living space, economical system,
sacred spaces and the cemetery space. Through the archaeological relics
and the relating literatures, the article compares the differences between
the political and military structures, the citizens’compositions and lives,
the economical systems, the religions and the thanatopsises in Chang’an
and Rome.

Chapter 11 sums up the similarities and the differences of the city-

building models, the construction ideas, the layout plans, and the poli-
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ty, the economy, the society, the religion of the two cities. Furthermore |
this chapter collects some typical local cities ruins and generalizes the
capital models and the city models of the two civilizations.

Chapter 12 discusses the relationship between the capital model and
the polity and the civilization model, besides, the actual meaning of the
comparative study in the modern society. The formation of each civiliza-
tion derives from its historical and particular reason. It is a kind of un-
changeable objective existence. And this cultural variety is exactly no

other than the motivity of the civilization development.

Keyword: Chang'an; Rome; Qin-Han Empire; Roman Empire;

Comparative Study
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