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A Brief Introduction to Xinjiang Paper-
cutting

Xinjiang County is located in Southern Shanxi Province of
China, where is hinterland of the Yellow River Delta and the ancient
Jin State.

Xinjiang Paper-cut has a long history dating back to Wedding
Customs in ancient Jin. According to legend, during Spring and
Autumn and Warring States Period, 2, 500 years ago, Duke xian
of the Jin stated rule the roost, annexing other countries. In order
to celebrate his heroic merger, Duke xian ordered craftsmen in the
palace to decorate silk shoes (meaning ten countries paid tribute to
Jin state) with ten kinds of fruit flowers made of a thin sheet of gold.
In the occasion of his wedding, Chiang weared these shoes and
flowers to display their brilliance. As Qi Zhuang Gong’s daughter,
Chiang is willing to let all women in ancient Jin share its beauty
when getting married. Then the shoes’style of ten kinds of fruit and
flowers were reserved in the public, which turned to be the source of
Xinjiang paper-cut. It was until 1930s that women still wore silk shoes
embroidered with ten fruit sketch in the traditional marriage. The ten
fruit flowers can be seen until the seventies and eighties in twentieth
century.

In recent years, paper-cut flowers can be found in the form of
deer in Nanling rural area of Xinjiang (the presence of this indicates
that it retains the ancient “phenology calendar™ ).

Xinjiang paper-cul are mainly in the style of monochrome,
chequered with black and white, which is dignified, succinet,
concise and lively. Sculptures are made in the senses of fun, little
rough but not humble, complex but not hard to understand. It is
fascinating and as it is in colorful style and rich in content about
fruits, vegetables, flowers, birds, animals, folk customs,

~weddings and the tradition. One of its characteristics is the fine
completion of people’s appearance and traditional opera is more
outstanding.
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Introductioh of Author e =

Mr. Duan Jiqing

Mr. Duan Jiqing was born in Xinjiang County, Shanxi Province
in 1939. He mainly took the responsibility as the trustee of China
Paper-cutting Association, trustee of China Paper-cutting Society,
vice chairman of Folk Paper-cutting Artists Association in Shanxi
Province and member of China Artists Association in his early arl
career. Now he is a member of the council of Sculptor Association in
Shanxi Province and the member of China Aris and Crafts Association.
Owing the fame, his artworks have been displayed in the national
and international exhibitions for many times. Ten pieces of the paper-
cutting work ZhongKui were exhibited in Japan. Crane and Fish was
exhibited in Sweden and Jiangzhou Drum Kids was displayed in the
third International Paper-cutting Exhibition. He also contributed to
the edition of Xinjiang Paper-cutting and published the famous paper-
cutting comic book Fawn and Tiger and plenty of other paper-cutting
artworks on the province-level publication. His academic paper Jin
State: Flower-of Palace is presented in The Study of Chinese Folk
Paper-cutting Artworks. :

Mrs. Duan Pengzhe

Mrs. Duan Pengzhe was born in Liuyu Village, Xinjiang
County, Shanxi Province in 1971. She is now the head of the Folk
Paper-cutting Art Institution in Xinjiang County, executive director
of Folk Paper-cutting Artists Association in Shanxi Province, a
member of Chinese Culture Promotion Society of Paper-cutting Art,
a member of Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Society in Shanxi
Province and the director in the paper-cutting art council of Chinese
Publie Culture Society. She is awarded as the master of folk art
and craft in Yuncheng City and the successor of intangible eultural




heritage in Yuncheng City (Xinjiang Traditional Opera Paper-cutting ).
Mrs. Duan Pengzhe has been learning the paper-cutting art
from her grandmother and father since she was a little child. In 2004
her artwork Life and Growth in Nature was published in Shanxi Folk
Paper-cutting  Artworks Collection. Emperor Qin Calling up Toops
was awarded the excellent prize in the third International Paper-
cutting Competition in 2007. The silver prize was awarded to her
Happiness and Health in the Year of Rabbit in Shanxi Folk Paper-
cutting Exhibition in 2010. The Standards for Students won the silver
prize of the first Cultural Exposition in Shanxi Province in 2013. She
edited the publication Master of Chinese Folk Paper-cutting : Style
of Su Lanhua in 2014. A series of her paper-cutting works including
The New Year Ushers in Good Fortune were awarded the excellent
prize of Shanhua Competition in Shanxi Province in 2015. Besides,
her artwork Building in Jiangzhou was awarded the silver prize in the
exhibition of ten years anniversary on folk paper-cutting in Shanxi

Province.

Mr. Duan Pengjie

Mr. Duan Pengjie was born in Liuyu Village, Xinjiang County,
Shanxi Province in 1976. Born in a typical artistic family, art and
paper-cutting have been his main hobbies since he was a little child.
Currently he devotes most of his time to more than fifty art programs
including films and television shows, cooperating with lots of famous
directors. Films include The One Man Olympies, Are You Ready
to Marry Me, Where Are All the Time and so on. Television shows
include The Queens, The Moving Gunfire, Nu’erHong, Heroes
from the Yellow River and so on. He combines his inspiration learnt
from the paper-cutting art to his films and television shows greatly and
a].so‘rleve.lnps the original idea through the paper-cutting artworks in

his spare time.
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Steel and Soft Sonata

——Writing on the occasion of the publishment of Mrs. Duan

Pengzhe’s Disciple Gauge series of paper-cutting

Zhang Ping

A pair of scissors, one inch of red paper, a jump and clever
thoughts with dexterous hands can be made into a geat standing
cock, a red plum resting heavy snow and so on, which with the
joyful firecrackers, Spring Festival couplets and the smiling of New
Year pictures on the Spring Festival Eve, will get together to warm
atmosphere of the Spring Festival. For many years, paper-cutting is
premier and the most profound memory for me.

Paper-cutting is a pure natural art and I don’t know how many
years it has existed.Her beautiful lines, rough flow and exaggerated
thinking are all show sense of awesome historical vicissitudes.

This is an ancient inheritance thanks to her naturalness and
plainness—We can see that across the quiet countryside, young and
old women, even eighty-year-old woman are carrying scissors and
cross-legged on the kang. The spirit of mindfulness and unrestrained
from them makes many artists in the tower of lvory feel envious and
jealous.

This kind of heritage also is the result of her rich and broad

subject—a leaf, a flower, a train of thought, which can be clear

03



and descibed perfectly on the paper. It has overstatement of life, a
vision of happiness and a bailment of the spiritual world.

In my hometown Xinjiang County, there are other national
youth folk craft like paper-cutting crafts, which are bearing on
countless generations of folk artists’efforts have the national treasure’s
features of charm and temperament. In this age of prosperous
flourishing culture, the artistic value it carried will come back in the
industry rising tide and it also will reach a new artistic life state during
this cycle.

Mrs. Duan Pengzhe was born in an artistic family and she was
erudite through paternal teaching and influenced by her families.
In this environment of the art, her artistic talent grew freely.
Through the constant practice, her artistic tension has got a solid
foundation, she has a clear goal, finds the coordinates, she can
realize a self transcendence. On this point, it is not difficult to find
the answer from this Disciple Gauge of the paper-cutting .

Disciple Gauge is a famous Chinese classical popular reading
materials. In recent years, with the wave of Chinese classics race,
Disciple Gauge was accepted by people for its value conception of
Chinese moral remodeling. In this context, Xinjiang county as the
hometown of the author Li Yuxiu, it is a natural thing that running
it as a cultural brand. But it is the first time that using paper-cutting
to represent the Disciple Gauge. However, this first time can be said

the excellent combination of two traditional classic. In fact, they
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are ingenious perﬁ:—ct match due to the beauty of art form and classic
realm.

A pair of scissors and thé red paper have played the beautiful
melody in the art world. This is why paper-cutting is so fantastic.

Just like any other works of art, the version of the Disciple
Gauge is the concentrated demonstration of authors’creative spirit
and capability. When this book is going to be published, we
should congratulate to the author and also wish the native cultural

undertakings and cultural industries to achieve more fruitful results.
In May 2013, Jinghua

(Author introduction:National First-class writer, the pad vice
chairman of the Central Committee, a member of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress, the deputy director

of Education science culture and health committee of the NPC)
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