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The Origin of
Shanghai ART DECO
ART DECO #_LigryiiR

Art deco is one of the derivants of Art Nouveau, an art
movement in Europe and North American from 1894 to 1914,
and more exactly of the Industrial Revolution, since the former
is a response to the latter

ART DECO BN ZAENMLTEY, BEAHMIEE TV EGHN~Y

Shanghai city of china is deeply influenced by ART DECO, whose
style has vastly penetrated into various architectural forms of
that city

“HE, 5% ART DECO ¥R AMETE FiF

In Shanghai, the ART DECO style is not limited to the grand
buildings, for example the hotels, but it is moreover employed in
the construction of apartment

L8 ART DECO MRIRER TR FEHNER S

The residents of Shanghai city has already been accustomed to
the floral-patterned decorations, and the routine life

ART DECO REfA—MAETTR, BIAZI EBAMMKS



Special forms of
Shanghai ART DECO
ART DECO 7 biSHyRIMA

Shanghai DECO _Ei§DECO
32 The Influence of Foreign Culture 5hs3z{L&mm
42 The Fushion of Chinese Style and ART DECO m&$XR#&
57 Nostalgic Feelings of ART DECO tRIER#

Noble Temperament of ART DECO EF%#SK
96 Golden Colours #&&EiE
109 Expensive Materials B®#5
118 Influence from Neo---classicism &%tV

Various Forms Z¥#HK
160 Various Colours in ART DECO Z®&if
168 Application of New Materials $##HEB
179 Fusion of Different Styles Z#R&#ME

Modern Spirit EEFEH
208 The Resuscitation of ART DECO ART DECO &3
214 Simple Geometric Figures f&£yJL{ai&Ea
220 Application of Fashion Elements Bf#4T&EmMA
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The Origin of
Shanghai ART DECO

ART DECO # L@BmieiR

Art deco is one of the derivants of Art Nouveau, an art
movement in Europe and North American from 1894 to 1914,
and more exactly of the Industrial Revolution, since the former
is a response to the latter

ART DECO B2MMETZ AR EsNaILT4EY), EARMIRE TV EHr~Y

Shanghai city of china is deeply influenced by ART DECO, whose
style has vastly penetrated into various architectural forms of
that city

#EHE, 3 ARTDECO ¥mEZxAMHHE L&

In Shanghai, the ART DECO style is not limited to the grand
buildings, for example the hotels, but it is moreover employed in
the construction of apartment

L8/ ART DECO MY ERTFEFHERA T

The residents of Shanghai city has already been accustomed to
the floral-patterned decorations, and the routine life
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ART DECORMH S ENTBIMAEIXZEH—FERRE, KRB 1IBEEECRENNIARKIURGEABRFRBRES, HHH
BXA BRE NBE. TET/UEISZE. BENKR. TEHE. KRFAORE, SFERNENAMERRENNOAERZIIR
HHBER.

—BZFEHN, ZARMNYBRNHLERIZHMAOVNBRPHETRE, TRBEVMEFHIART DECOBHILT . AMRULFTRY. ¥
MEFRRABCHER, HRENFLRLHR, BERTAXMIERI., ZREFER, ENNERRMN—EXETE, RRMRE
LEHRBTHE. —HHEERXLNSRABHNEZIMET, EMNTURRT TUREE, LUNEXEARE, MR LEA
BEFF4G 4 FEFEART DECORIHRE,

FEME, BXELBMUFRFPFIS. ART DECORT B, XEXT., IEHNERANFHES. ERARNIRE. EERMNFY
B—T. SREXTHRENABRBRINEZES. FANGRKREAIR/NEMNBEE, WHNRREY XNHBUHFEAARTN
K. BHEFRKAART DECO ERHRA ~LEGDECO™ | MIIERIARAMNLPH—MES. HTBEMFEZHEL. REOHHEXR
EMEBENEEAR. hFRREEXFEBRAROSU L, FARRKIVARFNTE. 1515, XHMRART DECORER 1Rk 2 fb{]
Hib.

B MR AE DBMKRRAZERE. RE. B LFHDIOREFRART DECORAREY. F LIMFENDIGBRART DECOBBRE. B
EFRETHFRFIMNRITREMLERBART DECO, HERHIBRNREIE—&K. HFRENRENBRART DECO. R MEEH
HHRE, KR, RFERGHLTE, ERENELANRE ] LLEZERENEERL.

ART DECOR THZER L FHEMNE. EHNNIFNUENEEETBENSE. CELBERERSZA. REXMITHRERS
Las, BNHFTH. BNRAMEBRATRHE R, FI—FRNERE, SERKKZRHRIERE, FHE FR. EX2. R
NE5ZE—EBMWART DECOMBENREELNNENER, EHRENRFNEZIART DECOES THRE—F . BFH.

JE RIS A9 £ /BART DECO,




ART DECO is an art movement between neo-classicism and modernism. It is named after an exhibition held
in Paris in 1925, the Exposition des Arts Decoratifs et Industriels Modernes, which meant "super luxury" at that
time. With distinct geometric shapes, intense, bright colours that stand out and a decorative look, art deco
has shaken the world with striking visual attack and lively rhythm since the moment of its birth. Also, it is
characterized by clean lines, streamlining, and symmetry.

One hundreds years ago, sensitive artists got inspiration from the bumming machines, and ever since
there has been art deco with mechanical aesthetics. Art deco designers favoured geometric and linear lines to
create works, which were coated with colourful decoration to form strong contrast. Art has no national boundaries,
soon this new art trend came all the way from Europe to China and settled down in Shanghai. A swath of
skyscrapers emerged in this oriental metropolis. They were banks, hotels or theatres, which helped to melt art
deco into the life of the people here.

Everything has its exception. Time and tide sometimes come back to us in slightly changed mien and art
deco is active and popular now after decades of detachedness. The renaissance of certain styles is mainly due
to the nostalgic people, who have never really experienced the life of the "good old days", but are fascinated
by what they have learned from movies, fictions and grandmother's tales. They are not particular about whether
it is the original art deco or the improved one. What really matters that it can make a comfortable and delicate

living space, which can't be achieved by minimalism that has been ardently admired for quite some time. When

people are just irritated by the inconvenience of minimalism, art deco appears at the door with all charm.
And soon, art deco has penetrated into the life of the people in Shanghai. Just look around and you will

find almost everyone has carried something with art deco style, which can be either a bracelet or a bag or even

the latest Nokia cell phone. Moreover, the skyline mansion, Tomson Riviera on the Huangpu River decorated
its model unit in purely art deco style, where grand gold permeates with crystal lights and exotic accessories

here and there, and even safe door is carved with grass patterns, which are typical art deco motifs.

here in this oriental city. What is certain is that architecture is not like fashions that are favoured for some ti

and then dropped into the wardrobe. The buildings will stand there firm and long, illustrating the styles ant
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The Origin of Art Deco in Shanghai




Art deco is one of the derivants of Art Nouveau, an
art movement in Europe and North American from
1894 to 1914, and more exactly of the Industrial
Revolution, since the former is a response to the latter.

ART DECORRAMEFERIBANMITELY), T HEMILE
T E &=

g ART DECO
in Shanghai

Art deco is one of the derivants of Art Nouveau, an art movement in Europe
and North American from 1894 to 1914, and more exactly of the Industrial
Revolution, since the former is a response to the latter. After the World War |,
the social productivity in Europe was greatly enhanced, when the electric lamp,
the telephone and the radio were invented, as is enormously illustrated in
history books. At a time when materials were abundant, some sensitive group
would have a higher demand of artistic materials. Hand-made products, that
are the trademark of quality and taste today, were not deemed so high then,
because people were excited about new technologies and lifestyles, preferring
machine-made goods. Therefore, the Industrial Revolution not only brought
to the world the steam engine, but also led to the reform of the production of
art works. The movement of Art Nouveau was meant to find an appropriate
style for the modern age. Advocates were strongly against the styles of the
bygone days, wishing to create a new style that would be just for the spirit of
the industrial age. Designers of this style used a lot of sinuous, elongated and
curvy lines to simulate the flowers, leaves, roots, buds and seedpods in the
natural world. Steel, which is apt to forge into different kinds of lines, was vastly

applied in decoration.

ART DECO 2EUMIHZRZNMLTEY, EARMER IV EGHN~Y. %
—RERABERE, RNNEFNAKRS., BNEFZERHLREA LRME
BAT. BIE RELBHRERNHBELIIN. YHSYRAXEERHNE, 3
SHEGRBGAHNZAEEFRIESNER. FLRAEES XREFEBERNT
2, BERE, ML FINIZRUFEBEESANTR. TLEGT
RBARTERAVNNEDA, LENBATZAGRNEEA, FEZREF (At
Nouveau) MEMRERARAM T Z ZNZARRERIA, MPE1RNDRX A
SRR, BB MR EN, EENTUYRABHNESR. HZRE
HNEHFAERPEARARERKERBNEAR RN ML, L2¥E. KA, £
FUERERERMELTI. B THETHEST iYL EREWRPRENA
T,
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ART DECO
in Shanghai

In a fast developed society, new things spring up like mushrooms, the
requirement of which also increases quickly. When the Industrial Revolution
had fattened the pockets of the people to a certain degree, the demand of new
things bulged. Fabulous new houses and fantastic new clothes were hotly
pursued. Pushed by this consuming trend, designers were active and prolific.
They even got inspiration from the bumming machines creating works with
geometric and decorative lines. Then there came art deco, a style with mechanical
aesthetics. Geometric shapes are one of the most important features of this
new style, which could be proved by the fan—shaped radiant sunlight, geared
shaped and streamlined lines and symmetric geometric patterns. Bright and
intense colours are especially favoured by art deco designers, whose works
prevailed conspicuous red, thrilling pink, electronic blue, siren yellow, tango
orange, and other metallic colours like silver, gold and bronze. As for the oriental
elements, they were the by—product of the war. The antiques and totems from
the Far East, Middle East, Greece, Rome Egypt, etc, became subjects of deco
designers. Funerary goods in ancient Egyptian tombs, African wood carving
and classic Greek colonnade are also likely to seen in the works of that art

movement.

ARIEE, HEHRRRBELEN, SIFABRSEHNEY %, 5
TUEGRSATMBHRT KIERTE. IR NETERET RftHE,
FEECHEFTENMNTL. ENETEXREN. FARREBHEL L.
BTHHER, ZARMNERTOESN. MBRHMEERREWANE D
BT RE, TRESTHMEZMART DECOEHILT . MIMUBHMA. JLE
B, SR EMANLERRINACHER. NBHRESRMAREX. ERIURZ
Bk NHREENLEANESFS, FURARENENEEXEEL, flNsm
e, MANMLE, BERENEE. ERFENRE, ARLNBEREHSR
ERRNSE. RABNERLTHEESEE. ETBERATE, NERRTERE
BiRE., BN @K, EEARNME LB EACHER, BEMBNZA
BHENARTSHIRINKREFNE. TF. %, FE. F5. KE55
BELEXUNY RAEE, AR TART DECORIFHRMEIR, MKREHEN
BEEG. EMAKRE. FERBRATAERSE,

1~6. Shanghai Art Museum is sited in the original Shanghai Race Club built in1930s. The interior
of the building features in the plant-shaped patterns, curves and geometric lines, which can
be spotted everywhere, on the marble staircase, the cast-iron railings, the glass doorknobs,
the window lattice and so on.

7~9, 20~21. The Fuzhou Building, standing tall and erect in Huangpu District, is one of the
typical ART DECO styled architectures in the early age of Shanghai. The external elevation of
the building is decorated with wheatear-shaped patterns and various geometric figures, which

are arranged symmetrically and repeatedly.

1~6. EBERERRE LHA0ER LERD AR, EAXEAREBNILLERT. BIE
i£F. EREXATEMVRER . s LTRFHEN.

7~9 20~21. |HAHEN LEFHMHART DECORBRERRZ—. BASE. ER. SPIEH
TS RAXNERROERN/VEIGHRNES, AEAMRAERHS.
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