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1. College romance

#t Examine the following pictures and talk about the essence of college romance.

(1) It is said that the goddess of beauty and love, Aphrodite, describes love as “L=Listen, O=Obligate,
V=Value, E=Excuse”. How would you describe the love relation between college couples in
Chinese culture and those in western culture?

(2) Which of the following pictures is more likely to reveal the reasons why one would seek a lover at
college? Are there any differences between Chinese culture and western culture?

Eternal love

Playmate College romance
.Y
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2. Highest highs and lowest lows

aa “Love has no rules. Every person and every relationship is different. This crazy little thing
called love will show you the highest highs and the lowest lows” (by Dan Froehlich). In your
mind, when do the highest high and the lowest low moments happen in relationships?

Highest highs Lowest lows

N\

3. Definition of love

#% The following sentences define “love” in some way. Which one do you agree with most?
What is your definition of love?

(1) Life is the flower for which love is the honey.

(2) Love is like a butterfly. It goes where it pleases and it pleases where it goes.

(3) Where there is great love, there are always miracles.

(4) Love is the greatest refreshment in life.

(5) Love is something eternal; the aspects may change, but not the essence.

(6) Ilove you not because of who you are, but because of who I am when I am with you.
(7) We cease loving ourselves if no one loves us.

(8) Love is hard to get into, but harder to get out of.

Llove €NIHK



359 Y Intensive reading 3
Love Is a battlefield

1 Most college students go through relationships and break-ups throughout their college careers. There is
a good chance this means students will be spending Valentine’s Day alone at some point during their four

years on campus.

2 This notion' spurs’ the “Singles Awareness Day” movement that single people all over the world have
embraced’, This concept sheds light on* the other side of Valentine’s Day: People that have been hurt in

relationships and have had the single life thrust’ upon them.

3 I want to propose a different way of thiiking about this. I’ll be “alone” on Valentine’s Day, but I won’t
be desperately wishing I was cuddling® in a lover’s arms or dreaming about “what could have been”. 'm
choosing to focus on what I've learned through past experiences, and how I've grown because of them. In

my interviews, I encouraged the broken hearted to take this mindset” as well.

4 Keith Weinstein, a senior, discussed his experience with love and break-ups with me. Keith came to JMU
with a girlfriend that was attending a different college. Despite the common advice to enter college single,
Keith admitted to being “blinded by love”.

5 This story does not have a fairy tale ending. Like many

long distance relationships, Keith’s floundered® and did not

last. As he says, “sometimes the love is right, but the timing is
y g

off.”

6 Long distance relationships make building love much
more difficult. Keith still has negative feelings about college
relationships, but he was able to get over that hurdle’ to

discover how he benefited from his break-up.

7 “The early 20’s are where we are supposed to learn what
we want in a companion through trial-and-error,” Keith

explained. Like every relationship, Keith’s had its ups and

downs. They were really good together, but not perfect.
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