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Preface

Casuistry has a long history in the West. Plato, Aristotle, and Cicero,
in implementing their general principles, stress the importance of actual
circumstances, laying a foundation for the development of casuistry. Thomas
Aquinas, a crucial figure in the development of casuistry duringthe Christian

“

era, points out that “when, where, who, and why” must be considered
before any conclusion can be reached. English reformation promotes the
spread of casuistry, for Christians have to adhere to their own religion while
they have to abide by laws laid down by the authority. Casuistry can help
them to preserve themselves and free them from censure of their conscience.
Daniel Defoe grew up in this milieu of casuistry. His casuistical politics is a
combination of the theory of the divine rights of kings and natural law political
thought, which enables Defoe to lay emphasis on different aspects to suit
actual circumstances, to achieve the utmost political justice.

This dissertation is divided into four chapters. Chapter One first
summarizes the evolution of casuistry from Grecio-Rome period to English
reformation and the period of enlightenment; then discusses the historical
background and schools of natural law, its relationship to casuistry, and its
impacts upon political thought; and then introduces the history of English
Christian adoption of Machiavelism. Chapter Two focuses on political thoughts

in Defoe’s two early works, Reflections upon the Late Great Revolution and The



2 I Preface

True-Born Englishman. With two Machiavellian concepts fortuna and wirtit,
the former reveals that William’s ascension to the English throne is divinely
legitimate, and is the settlement of fortuna; while the latter shows that
William’s legitimacy of being English king comes from his wvirt. Chapter
Three analyses how Jure Divino adopts natural law political thought into the
framework of divine right of kings, and argues that the divine rights of kings
and their government must be based upon their protection of people’s lives and
property. Defoe’s Jure Divino is far from being a poetic version of Locke’s Two
Treatises of Government. Chapter Four reveals that Crusoe’s coming and going
to the island represents his casuistical choices between monarchy and
democracy. Based upon his natural occupation of the island, Crusoe sets up
an absolute monarchy. Upon leaving the island, Crusoe allows democracy on
the island with the Spanish captain as the governor. Crusoe’s final
abandonment of the island to seek trade in places such as Arab and China and
his criticism of Chinese absolute government and blockage of free trade show
his preference to democratic politics on the basis of free trade.

In conclusion, in Defoe’s casuistical politics, natural law politics exists
side by side with the theory of divine right of kings, though the former
becoming stronger while the latter becoming weaker over the years. Compared
with Locke’s, Defoe’s political thought is rather conservative, far from being a

typical representative of capitalism.
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