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PREFACE..

The idea of a villa is an ancient one. The Roman villa sat in the countryside, a luxurious and secure
retreat from the city. Today's urban villas are a deeply personal expression of shelter. At their best, they
give expression to their inhabitant's personalities whilst enabling and enlivening the lives of those
who live in them.

They often borrow ideas developed in the world’s best hotels and resorts that are creating ever
more luxurious spaces, which are often supported by highly sophisticated systems providing climate
control, creating lighting scenes and seamlessly giving access to music and media.

The villa is typically sited as a pavilion hovering in or over a landscape or garden, and most are
concerned with blurring the division between inside and outside. Most extend internal spaces into
larger external spaces to create layered and shared volumes, where distant views are not possible,
smaller vistas are often cleverly created.

This idea of the sharing of space to create new and more meaningful spaces is a theme that continues
inside the buildings and is one of the distinctive features of the contemporary villa. Cellular living
spaces are done away with and dining, living, cooking and entertaining areas, internal and external,
are combined into spaces often only defined by subtle level changes in floors and ceilings.

Water has always been a part of the villa and this tradition continues in many of the buildings that you
will see in this book.

The materiality of many of the buildings is distinctive in the way that more traditional ideas about
what makes a house homely are incorporated into villa design by the use of warm textured natural
materials. These materials temper the often masculinegeometry of the buildings and this trend is
apparent in many of the villas being designed today.

In our busy, and sometimes chaotic cities, these homes are a place of retreat where people can raise
their families, entertain their friends, work and play.

Gy Greq Truen
Partner SAOTA
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