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Introduction

Bangladesh is a lush, green, fertile land situated
on the Ganges Delta’, adjacent to the Indian states of
West Beng;’tlz,:\smmg, ‘\lt'glml;lya*, and'l‘x'i]nn'.lj.
With mountains and hilly areas in the northeast,
this densely populated country is mostly flat, and
criss-crossed” by many rivers. Much of its coastline
forms part of the world’s largest mangrove’ forests,
the Sundarhnnss, home to the Royal Bengal tiger
and many other flora and fauna'®. Cox’s Bazar"'
in the southeast has the world’s longest unbroken
sandy beach. The cities are hot and crowded, but
if you grow tired of the hustle and bustle'” it’s easy

- to get to these places for a relaxing holiday, or to
visit the country’s ancient temples and shrines.
Bangladesh is a young country with an ancient

history. The province of Bengal was divided when

CAEE =AM LT HIE India became independent in 1947, and its mainly
i DU I R 5 : : :

iy b 9 i o s gy Muslim eastern part became East Pakistan. This

Ry L BT e L ) was followed by years of upheaval, and in 1971,

I‘%‘f’;ﬂ%?}; ((F[i[;g#ﬁtéé )fKJﬁi . after a freedom struggle and a war, the east Bengali

W (EnE4 ) people finally gained independence as the People’s

FERMRIH (ENEER 4 ) :

ikt pesitpn Republic of Bangladc.sh.. .

LT Most Bangladeshis live in rural areas, and

TRRHE (RTHE R = fiM . jori 1 i 1
| 'JJLT} Iﬂj‘ﬁij’;h:'z }\f papa] the majority are Mushim. Historically they have

® u o oA W N

AT B ) coexisted in harmony with many other faiths, and
* g the Islam of Bangladesh is tolerant and inclusive
0 Y : .
R e R 4L (gl compared to many Muslim countries of the world.
AR e T ) Bengali, or Bangla, is the lingua franca", and

12 BEER . AR . .
5 ( ﬂ'}:%‘i lﬁﬁm ) payy  there are dozens of regional dialects. The Bengal

) @AIE, kR delta region, once the hub of the southern Silk
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003

Route, has a long and rich cultural tradition. Over ' F'E% .

ol . . .1 Y B (A TThEi6 L H
the centzunes it has been influenced by Hinduism, Rk EETR ( A ) B B
Jainism’, Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity. It FPBEREL )

PR (H) 8

is a land of writers, saints, scholars, and artists,
famous for its music, dance, and drama; arts and
crafts; folklore; literature; philosophy and religion;
festivals and celebrations; and its distinctive
culinary” tradition. Life in both urban and rural
areas 1s a. mix of the modern and the traditional.

Bangladesh has been regularly hit by floods
and cyclones, but, despite natural disasters and
poverty, there is positive economic growth, and the
country is one of southeast Asia’s largest exporters \
of garments to Western markets.

The Bangladeshis are easygoing, relaxed,
and amazingly resilient. They seem able to cope
with any disaster, natural, man-made, or political.
Whenever there is a crisis, they put aside their

political divisions and come together to deal
with it. Despite the daily hardships that ordinary »
people endure, they are friendly, warm, and
hospitable.

When you first arrive in Bangladesh you may
be overwhelmed by the crowds, the traffic jams,
the humidity, and the lack of familiar facilities.
Your perspective will change as you come to know
its people. This book will introduce you to their
culture and to the generous, creative, and genuine
people beyond the headlines. To smooth your
path it offers advice on what to expect and how to
behave in different social situations, whether you
are a tourist or you are traveling on business.

Welcome to Bangladesh! Bangladeshe swagato!




