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Preface

Speaking Native English in the UK is an ideal pocketbook for anyone who
wants to learn how to communicate in English, especially if they plan to visit
the UK. It provides many sample dialogues essential for visitors to get a feel for
real, natural verbal communication in English, in situations they are likely to find
themselves in.

There are many phrase books and travel-guides that attempt to make
communication in English as trouble free as possible, but they are usually out
of context, which makes it very difficult for the visitor to remember what to say
in a situation when it arises. For example, “How are you?”is fine for when
the visitor is speaking, but when the visitor is listening, will he/she understand,

“How's it going?” “Y’alright?” “Watcha!” “How're ya doing?” For a two-
sided conversation, a familiarity with natural English is essential, and this book
provides more than forty samples of true-to-life dialogue for visitors to practise
with a friend before the need arises. The most commonly used statements
and questions are listed underneath the sample dialogues too to reinforce their
importance.

This book has been written with Chinese people in mind, as learning English
is very much part of China’s education system. After visiting China for many

years, and living and teaching in China for the last eight, I have become familiar
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with the level of English required for a book like this. Throughout the book, there
is also advice on how to avoid those inaccurate Chinese-English phrases! These
examples of incorrect English are significant because if not corrected, they can
cause misunderstanding internationally.

Speaking Native English in the UK focuses on British English, in a way that
can be clearly understood by the international English speaking community. So,
this book is essential for a successful visit to the UK, but at the same time, it is
suitable for speaking English all over the world.

In addition to this, there are cultural tips and practical information to help

visitors to have a smooth and enjoyable experience in the UK.

Andrew Harrison

August 2017
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Booking a Table
[ RAE .« gHS

It is very common to book a table at a restaurant by phone or by entering
the restaurant and booking the table face to face. It is also acceptable to enter a
restaurant without booking, just in case there may be a free table. Restaurants
are usually comfortable and warm, and they can be quite expensive in the UK, so
dining out is usually reserved for special occasions or as a treat.

FT R U PO T 4 S 0 AR o X T P A 0 R AR R e ) . 2
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Booking a Table by Phone =
BigTNIJES

[ -
P
A

Characters: Chris Carter (C), Receptionist (R)

(Chris dials the number and the Receptionist at the restaurant answers.)
R: Hello, Bartons Restaurant.
C: Hi, I'd like to book a table for three please.
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When for?

Tomorrow evening at about 7pm.

We have one for 7:30, is that okay for you?

Yes, that'll be okay.

And what name would you like that to be under?

Er, Carter, Chris Carter.

Okay, so that's a table for three people, tomorrow evening at 7:30.
That's great thanks.

You're welcome, see you tomorrow.

orRQrRrQARQARFQA

Bye.

Booking a Table Face to ‘Féce
HABTIITESR

“Characters: Chris Carter (C), Waiter (W)

(Chris Carter enters the restaurant.)

W: Hello sir, can I help you?

C: Yes, I'd like to book a table for three tomorrow night.

W: No problem, what time do you have in mind?

C: Have you got a table free at about 7 o'clock?

W: Let’s see ... yes ... that's booked in for you. What's your name please?
C: Carter.

W: May I have your phone number?

C: Yes, it's 423169578.

W: Thank you, sir. Is there anything else I can help you with?
C: No, that's it, thanks a lot.

W: See you tomorrow.
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Dinner at a Restaurant
{8 r e

The word “dinner” can refer to any large traditional meal, whether it is at
lunchtime (dinner time) or in the evening (tea time/supper time). “Dinner” can
also refer to lunch, however large or small the meal is.

People are usually clear about how the meal will be paid for before they go
to the restaurant.

Sometimes the meal is arranged by one person who wants to treat his friends
or colleagues, but this can be very expensive for one person, so it is common for
everyone to pay for their own meal, or the bill is divided equally between each person.

TR RAE RN (0] GBI ) s AEm - CRA- AR a)/me g i)

“dinner” XA EFETAEGIEE. “dinner” ] LIRFE, TRIXEIR
R
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Characters: Chris (C), James (J), Adam (A), Waitress (W)
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