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Researches into the Shao—Lin Wu—-Shu

This treatise, focusing on several puzzles, is a deep, complete, systematic in-
vestigation of the real history of the military art ( Wu—Shu) of Shao—Lin—both as a
Temple and as a School. By gathering facts from historical files and documents, the
author discusses and answers the following qixestions, trying to drive away the myste-

rious clouds veiled on them and return to the very facts.

1. In what period of time did the Shao-Lin’ s military art be-

gin?

In the historical files, there were only 13 monks who assisted the royal family of
Tang and not a word on the so—called event of 13 stick—monks who saved one of the
Kings’ life. Historians, in the whole Tang and Song Dynasties, had not mentioned
the military arts and the military monks of Shao—Lin Temple. ( On the other hand,
the monk~-soldiers in Wu—-Tai Temple was indeed well~known at that time.) It was
at the time of Yuan Dynasty that the Shao—Lin Temple began training its monks with
military arts. And, late to Ming Dynasty, there appeared the monk—soldiers in Shao

—Lin. From then on, Shao—Lin Wu—S8hu has gradually been made into a myth.
2. The cause of its origin.

The cause of its origin lies in the special relationship between the rulers of Yuan
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Dynasty and the Shao-Lin Temple. It made Shao—Lin’s monks a high social status
and was an important political factor in its development. Another cause is that the
temple’ s property and its estate need to be defended by military monks. And the
most important cause is the system of reserve army prevailing in Ming Dynasty,
which directly leads the military force of Shao—Lin Temple to be legalized and into

the open.

3. The military monks did take part in the war against Japanese

trespassers.

Shao—Lin’ s military monks did take part in the war against Japanese trespassers
and won the first victory in the war. This was a turning point and from then on, Shao
-Lin’ s military art began previaling. Mr.Tang hao’ s denial, based on the reason of
the monk—soldiers using no same title as Shao—Lin’ s monks, is not in accord with

the historical facts.
4. Why the military art using stick as its main weapon?

In ancient China, local forces, underground groups always took stick as their
weapon because it was difficult to be forbidden by governments. This caused the de-
velopment of the art. Almost all of the military artists in Ming dynasty paid great re-
spect to the stick art. Conventionally, monks in tours always had sticks in their
hands, and it was easy to use them as their weapon when in danger. Made of wood,
stick was able to be accepted by a monk who were admitted using violence only to a

limited extent. So the stick art first got its development in Shao—Lin School.
5. Stages in the development.

Using for the sake of war, Shao—Lin Wu—Shu got its prime and stood for the
highest peak of Chinese Wu—Shu in its development from Pre—Qin to Ming Dynasty.

Then, as the system of preserve army was abolished in Qing Dynasty, Shao—Lin Wu
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-Shu began declining. The Inner School in Zen Buddhism prevailed over the Shao-
Lin School and the military art fell into the lower layers of society. Military art in its
literal sense was replaced by folk Wu—-Shu.

However, when Tian—Di—Hui appeared and raised Shao-Lin’ s banner again,
the military art entered into a new stage, in which it played a more political part than
a military one. The prevailing saying that all the arts (Wu—Shu) of the world came
from Shao—Lin obviously had a direct connection with the regions in which Tian—-Di-

Hui once had its power.
6. Canons of Shao-Lin School.

The treatise also pays attention to the canons of Shao—Lin and gives several new
evidences to prove that Yi—Jin—Jing originated in Taoism rather than Buddhism. Ac-
cording to the author, Jiang—Hu, as a concepi of close connection with Wu—Shu,
was a society (or a community) simply outside the legal systems, and the so—called
Wu-De (the military virtue) precisely came from this society as a historical product.
To other canons such as Jian - Jing and other prevailing legends such as Fu—-Yu
meeting 18 schools in Shao—Lin Temple, the author also puts out his own point of

view.
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