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Preface

Wang Wenzhang

Vice minister of Culture of the People's Republic of China and
the president of Chinese National Academy of Arts

Spring is the best season in the year, when Luo Pengpeng, one of the well-known artists
from the Chinese National Academy of Arts is to hold an exhibition in London. For this
I have two wishes: To enjoy seal engraving art, an ancient art of China, and discuss its
inheritance and development while enhancing mutual understanding between the two
peoples; to express the good will of our artists for the opening of the London Olympic

Games.

Seal engraving and calligraphy both are forms of traditional Chinese arts. In ancient
China. seal was a symbol of power and nobility. as well as means of trust between the
Chinese people. As an art, seal engraving has a history of 3,000 years, emerging literature,
philosophy, interpretation of ancient texts, lexicology, aesthetics, calligraphy. cutting
technique and many other knowledge and technique, showing a “big world™ within a tiny
space. The beginning of seal engraving was in Song and Yuan dynasties (960-1368) as a
cultivation of scholars. But today, seal engraving art has been an artistic form loved by the

Chinese people.

Calligraphy art is a form of art which evolved from inscriptions on bones or tortoise
shells of the Shang Dynasty (¢.1600-1046 BC), which was the writing form of language
communications originally. It generally became a particular Chinese ink modeling art in
Wei and Jin dynasties (220-420). Seal engraving and calligraphy are the most unique,
oldest, and most representative traditional art forms in China which have spread popularly.
In 2009, China’s seal engraving and calligraphic arts were included in the List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by the UNESCO. The inheritance of China’s seal
engraving and calligraphic arts has made great contribution to keeping the variety of the

cultures in the world and protecting, inheriting and developing the art forms of mankind.

Luo Pengpeng is an artist of the Chinese National Academy of Arts, as well as a famous
contemporary seal engraver and calligrapher in China. Both her calligraphic and seal
engraving works have received high appraisal in Chinese art circle, and her art creation
has produced wide social influence. Her calligraphic and seal engraving works contain rich
connotation of traditional Chinese culture and distinct personal style of creation, with good
command of traditional skills and sense of the time. Among her works in the exhibition,

some of them are to present the classical quotations of great philosophers in ancient China



like Confucius, Laozi, Mencius, Hanfeizi and Xunzi, in the forms of calligraphy and seal
engraving. Their profound philosophical theories have been reflected in the works of the
artist, a perfect combination of traditional charms and modern tastes. Luo’s seal engraving
and calligraphic works have important art status in Japan, South Korea, Singapore and
some countries in Southeast Asia, and in the art circles in the Chinese regions of Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macao. Her seal engraving and calligraphy are the epitomes of the

inheritance and development of Chinese traditional arts by artists.

China is now in the era of the reform and opening up and the creation of new cultural
arts. The solid foundation of the traditional arts provides Chinese artists with rich resources
for their art creation. Based on their understanding of and experience in the new era, the
artists are combining the traditional arts with aesthetics of modern times, to create new arts.
Luo sticks to the traditional art by her own understanding and expresses the gradual change

of aesthetics in her art creation based on her insight into the new era.

This exhibition may help visitors better understand the arts of Luo, and provides an
opportunity for British friends to know more about Chinese culture and its traditional arts,
so as to exchange ideas on the heritance and innovation of cultures and arts during the

social progress which is developing and changing unceasingly.

Wish the exhibition a full success!

March 23, 2012
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Art Career of Luo Pengpeng

Luo Pengpeng is the executive vice president and postgraduate supervisor of the Chinese
Academy of Seal Engraving Art under the Chinese National Academy of Arts. As a first-
grade national art master, she has won herself a number of honorable titles, including
the "Outstanding Professional of the Ministry of Culture", "Outstanding Person in the
Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of Culture". member of Seal
Engraving Committee and council member of China Calligraphers Association, council
member of Xiling Seal Engravers Society, and adjunct professor of the Academy of Arts
& Design, Tsinghua University. She was entitled with one of the "Ten Most Influential
People in China 2009" and "Outstanding Woman" by the CPC and State Administrative

Departments in 2011.

Her seal engraving and calligraphy works have been displayed at many exhibitions, such
as the National Calligraphy and Seal Engraving Exhibition, the National Youth Calligraphy
and Seal Engraving Exhibition, the National Seal Engraving Art Exhibition. the National
Women Calligraphy Works Exhibition, the Exhibition for International Seal Engraving
Exchanges. the National Couplet Calligraphy Exhibition, the National Fan Calligraphy
Exhibition, the Biennial Exhibition of International Calligraphy, Japanese Calligraphy
Exhibition, and Exhibition of Works of Nominated Members of Xiling Seal Engravers

Society.

Eternal Art, Heavenly Seals — Seal Engraving and Calligraphy Art by Luo Pengpeng. her

first individual exhibition. was held by the Chinese National Academy of Arts in September

2011,

Luo has attended and delivered speeches at many international forums and seminars,
including the cultural exchange activities in Indira Gandhi National Center for Arts in India
in 2008, the first Sino-European Contemporary Art Forum in Denmark in 2009, the sixth
East Asia Tea Culture Seminar in May 2011, the Cross-straits Chinese Script Art Festival —
the Contemporary Calligraphy Seminar held in Taiwan in September 2011, and the Cross-
straits Intangible Cultural Heritage Professional Forum in Taiwan in 2012. She has paid
frequent visits to multiple countries and regions, including Japan, South Korea, Singapore,
Australia. France. Italy, the US, and Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao regions, holding

exhibitions, giving lectures or participating in academic exchanges.



Her publications include Selection of Luo Pengpeng's Seal Prints, Collection of Luo
Pengpeng s Seal Engraving, and Seal Engraving and Calligraphy by Luo Pengpeng. There
are over 170 books that she wrote or edited, such as Basic Course of Seal Engraving, A
Guidebook of Appreciation and Collection of Shoushan Stones, Selected Letiers of Wu
Changshuo, and Eternal Art, Heavenly Seals — Seal Engraving and Calligraphy Art by Luo

Pengpeng.

Under the leadership of the Chinese National Academy of Arts. the first and by now the
only seal engraving institute — Chinese Academy of Seal Engraving Art — was established
in 2006. The first master’s course of seal engraving studies in China was also set up in the
graduate school of the academy in 2007, which enrolled the first batch of postgraduate

students majoring in the studies of seal engraving.

China’s first Shoushan Stone Seal Engraving Art Exhibition, a pioneer of open gallery,
was held in the China Millennium Monument and the National Center for the Performing
Arts in 2008. It was planned by Luo and held by the Chinese Academy of Seal Engraving
Art under the Chinese National Academy of Arts, and was included in China’s publicity

programs during the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.

She also planned the Beautiful Landscapes —Exhibition of Fine Works of Seal Engraving
Art and Sino-Japanese Seal Engraving Art Exhibition in the Celebration of the 60th
Anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, which was China’s first
garden-style seal engraving art exhibition. She was also the planner of the Representative
Works of Human’s Intangible Cultural Heritage — China Seal Engraving Art Exhibition
held in the Cultural Center during the 2010 Shanghai World Expo, an efficient publicity of

China’s seal engraving art in the world.

In 2009, she was in charge of the application for China’s seal engraving art to be

included in the List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity of the UNESCO.
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