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Foreword

Autumn in Beijing is supposed to be the best season. From Sep. 24 to Oct. 15, 2015, the “6th
Beijing International Art Biennale, China, 2015 will be held at the National Art Museum of China.
It is co-sponsored by the China Federation of Literary and Art Circles and the People’s Government
of Beijing Municipality and China Artists Association and includes 688 pieces from 96 participating
countries (including 188 domestic pieces and 500 pieces from abroad). This unprecedented international
art gala will add a dash of exceptional glamour to the autumn of Beijing.

Compared with the first event held in Beijing in 2003, the 6th Beijing International Art Biennale
in 2015 has seen the number of participating countries rise from 45 to 96 and an improvement in the
overall artistic standards. Since the contribution invitation to the themed Beijing International Art
Biennale began in January 2014, 6,650 artists from 103 countries have contributed 18,386 pieces,
outnumbering those in the past. Artists from China (including Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan). the
United States, France, Egypt. India. Indonesia, Greece, Romania, and many more became very eager
to contribute to this event. It manifests that the Beijing International Art Biennale, as a platform for
modern international cultural and art exchanges and the exhibition of modern international paintings
and sculptures, has accumulated the experience through the organization of the five biennales in the
past decade or so and its international influence and charisma have been growing with each passing day.
The independent, open and inclusive operating principles, exhibition modes and brand features of this
event have received recognition of modern international cultural and art circles and have attracted the
enthusiasm of many artists, especially painters and sculptors, worldwide to participate.

The 6th Beijing International Art Biennale, China, 2015 bears the theme “*Memory and Dream™.
Memory is the inscription of the human mind. With the historical and cultural achievements, this
event is a treasure trove of contemplation and this space for art breathes new life into memories. In the
ideals of mankind, the hopes to eliminate disasters. the visions for happiness and the goals for untiring
struggle contain the significance of dreams. Each nation in the world has its own memories and dreams.
Thereunto, historical and cultural memory counts most and the worldly and social ideals stand most
important. It is memory that distinguishes the history and fuels the shaping of the characteristics of

culture; it is the dream that enriches the meaning of life and drives social development. The Chinese



people share long, rich and precious historical and cultural memories with other nations. It is through
these historical and cultural memories that we can communicate with each other and share the unique
spiritual experiences of different nations. It is the unanimous objective and sublime ideal of modern
human society to materialize the “Chinese Dream™ of the Chinese people for rejuvenation and the “World
Dream™ for peaceful development and win-win cooperation for all people. It can ins‘pire our vitality
to usher in the future and create miracles. Memory describes the past while dreams depict the future.
Memory and dreams agglomerate the history and the reality and link the past and the future. The artists
record both history and the dream of the future. “Memory and Dream™, the theme can fully convey
the care of modern artists, stimulate their creative passions, give scope to their aesthetic imagination,
unscrew their memory at the bottom of their soul and excavate the space for their artistic dreams so
as to create the artistic works as profound as memory and as miraculous as dream. An Italian friend
interpreted the theme of “Memory and Dream™ of the Beijing International Art Biennale, China, 2015,
as “Both Italy and China have a fairly long history. Memory means as equally important as dream for
future to us. This theme is exceedingly good for the exchanges between the artists and between others.”
The Chinese and foreign theorists and artists will carry out intensive academic exchanges on the theme
of “Memory and Dream™ at the international symposium during the art biennale this year.

Most of the artists from all of the participating nations in the theme exhibition this year consciously
created their works closely on the theme of “Memory and Dream™. Since 2015 happens to be the 70th
anniversary of the victory of the Chinese People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression and
the World Anti-Fascist War, many participating works show the memories of the war and the dream for
peace and specially warn the world that it is not peaceful even today. A mass of domestic and foreign
participating pieces coincidentally focus on the memory of childhood and the homeland or the fragments
of memory to exhibit the individual dream, national dream and human dream and are tinged with the
powerful emotions of the artists. Emotional memory is deeper and firmer than other memories. When
individual emotional memories and dreams integrate with those of the nation and mankind, such artistic
works are easier to arouse the viewers’ emotional resonance and aesthetic association. In the middle of

interpreting the theme of “Memory and Dream”, the participating artists display their diverse artistic



styles, conduct personalized artistic exploration, continue to tap the potentials to transform painting and
sculpture from the traditional modes to the modern modes and infill more humanistic spirits into the
devices, images and composite materials. The diverse artistic styles of the participating pieces include
classic, modern and contemporary artistic expressions. Some are realistic and even super realistic while
others are abstract and even purely abstract. Nonetheless, these pieces are between realistic and abstract
and are similar to the principle of “ingenuity between similarity and dissimilarity” advocated by Qi
Baishi, a modern Chinese painter. Although the memory of the past and the dream for the future are
imaginary, they are the realistic feelings based on the present. Consequently, many artistic works themed
on “Memory and Dream™ usually couple the surrealistic romantic illusion with the true feelings of the
realistic life to create the real and magical dreams and bring us completely fresh aesthetic experiences.
Such diverse artistic works in effect reflect the unique historical and cultural memory as well as the
traditional artistic characteristics of all the countries and provide the valuable first-hand image data for
the Chinese and foreign artists to conduct direct exchanges and dialogues and learn from others’ strong
points through the platform of the Beijing International Art Biennale.

In addition to the theme exhibition, the enthusiasm to participate in the special exhibitions surpasses
previous ones. There will be six special exhibitions, namely, “The Special Exhibition of Contemporary
Art of America”, “The Special Exhibition of Contemporary Art of Canada”, “The Special Exhibition of
Contemporary Art of Ecuador™, “The Special Exhibition of Contemporary Art of South Africa™, “The
Special Exhibition of Contemporary Art of Southest Asia” and “The Special Exhibition of Contemporary
Art of Chile”, covering the contemporary art of the countries in Asia, Africa, North America and Latin
America. Such special exhibitions echo with the theme of “Memory and Dream”, display the traditional
artistic characteristics and contemporary artistic exploration of the participating countries and add brilliance

to the present splendor of the 6th Beijing International Art Biennale, China, 2015.

The 6th Beijing International Art Biennale, China, 2015
Organizing Committee and Curatorial Committee

September 2015, Beijing
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