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According to legend, there used to _bé-,ft'_" su

air to the earth with their big, red faces

heat baked the earth and smoke rose everyw the sea dried up. All the

plants on the earth’s farms died and people’s lives bpc;iine extremely difficult.
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There was a marksman called Houyi. He was extremely strong with great
fu skills. Seeing all the suffering of the people, Houyi was determined to save
them from misery by shooting down the suns. He climbed over 99 mountains
and passed through 99 valleys to reach the highest mountain at the edge of the
East Sea! He took out his divine red bow and with his white feather arrows,
Houyi shot down nine of the ten suns. Immediately, the earth no longer suffered

from the extreme heat.
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From then on, the remaining sun obediently
rose and set with precise timing and performed
its work diligently every day. The world’s
temperature became normal again and

everyone’s life slowly improved.



Houyi had provided the people with a prosperous life and everyone was
grateful to him. They brought food from the harvest to his house. Houyi
had a wife called Chang’e. She was a beautiful, talented and kindhearted
woman. Visitors to her home would never leave empty-handed. She gave
them her delicious home cooking and homemade dried fruits. All the people

showed great respect to both Chang’e and Houyi.
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Houyi was very happy
and immediately
went home with
the pills. He gave
them to his wife for
safe keeping. They
decided to wait for
an appropriate time
to take the pills
so that they could
both live forever
together and never

be separated.




Houyi had a student called Pang Meng. He was a clever but evil person.
Although Houyi hadtaught him all his archery skil:il;'s,,_‘Pang Meng was still
jealous of his teachgx_ji&éﬁili_ties}l?ang; Mengﬁcould not get over these feelings.
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| , ssmentioned the pills of immortality to his student. Pang Meng immediately
! 3 ; ’ V/r ) . .
”, o‘ﬁ'ﬂ\ed an evil plan. “Houyi is very lucky,” he thought. “Not only does he have

Y.~

i, ;4' a beautiful wife, he can also live forever. I must find a way to get the pills.”
&4 When Pang Meng realized that Chang’e had the pills, he began to think of a

¥ horrible plan to get them.
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