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ACT 1

London at 11.15 p.m. Torrents of heavy summer rain. Cab whis-
tles blowing frantically in all directions. Pedestrians running
for shelter into the market and under the portico of St. Paul’s
Church (not Wren's cathedral but Inigo Jones’s church in Cov-
5 ent Garden vegetable market), among them a lady and her
daughter in evening dress. All are peering out gloomily at the
rain, except one man with his back turned to the rest, who
seems wholly preoccupied with a notebook in which he is writ-

ing busily.
10 The church clock strikes the first quarter.

THE DAUGHTER [in the space between the central pillars, close to the one
on her left] I'm getting chilled to the bone. What can Freddy
be doing all this time? He’s been gone twenty minutes.

THE MOTHER [on her daughters’ right] Not so long. But he ought to

15 have got us a cab by this.
A BYSTANDER [on the lady’s right] He wont get no cab not until

half-past eleven, missus, when they come back after drop-

1 London at 1115 p.m. iX 2 4% 1] 17 4144 5 9 5285 45) ( one element sentence ),
AR, JFHE=AR. 1115 £¥EEK; 1115 2EENX. Torrents
['torants] of heavy summer rain EF KT KIMIE; WM. Torrents fF
“RTE” #%, FIE . Cab whistles ['wislz] M ZE M4 F. Cab Taxi-cab.
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HFE (RIS S ERE %) .

2 running for shelter FF 7%k, Shelter {F “HEM” i, A AT 8% i,

3 portico ['partikav] FHFEAEH [ TEE.  St. Pauls [snt'poilz] church R{f% %4, Bl
St. Paul’s Cathedral.

4 Wren’s [renz] cathedral [ka'0i:dral] (Hi) Wren (il #i%) BREE. Christo-
pher ['kristafa] Wren (1632-1723), R E K. cathedral K#E ( N FH
) . Inigo ['nigav] Jones’s ['dzeunziz] church (1) Inigo Jones ( & it-#i )
MI#LEE . Inigo Jones (1573-1652), HEEBFARIERG LTI, Covent [kavant]
Garden vegetable market Covent Garden FEBF X, thgAE R T
53 the Covent Garden Theatre,

5 among them a lady and her daughter among them there being a lady and her
daughter. 2 MAIEHIIMSLE5H (absolute construction ) .

6 evening dress MiALAR, (LR B EA I, wi AR, WA HEH.

7 turned F4MA, HAERST being turned.

10 the first quarter X B+ — eI — %] (FRE), BI_ESCHF A 11.15 pm.,

11 close [klauz] to the one on her left §EiT 754 HEFE . one = pillar.

12 chilled to the bone R{8## . chilled i 4317, fE#i&. What can Freddy be
doing all this time? Freddy (£7) X4AA, SET LA AR? XH can FH “5
=T MER,

13 He’s been gone TR A been, i “FESFF b i i A< [F] 3 A% . 3X B gone f2
i Z 30N

14 Not so long He's not been gone so long. 1i& 1R HI 4 # 4],  ought to have
got us a cab by this BIXFHERGZAIRAF R —WHHMZE T . ought FHEZ M
AEARRNZ DL MBI MIZAME]. by this by this time, by now.

16 He wont get no cab not until half-past ['ha:fpa:st] eleven He won't get any cab not
until half-past eleven. 323 & M9 3E A H I E R & ( double negative) ;
XHERAT=EEE,

17 missus ['misiz] = missis 'misiz]. XK. X2BAZLHTHANAE; EH
2 8 FF madam [madam], when they come back after dropping their theatre
fares FEMATTREHE T I BE 0% I B AT LG B R0 SR 10k . 140 F ) LA Rk
F11 half-past eleven [@{iz, o] LA{SZ until A5 — 315, dropping {#i F%:.
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ping their theatre fares.

THE MOTHER But we must have a cab. We cant stand here until
half-past eleven. It’s too bad.

THE BYSTANDER Well, it aint my fault, missus.

THE DAUGHTER If Freddy had a bit of gumption, he would have
got one at the theatre door.

THE MOTHER What could he have done, poor boy?

THE DAUGHTER Other people got cabs. Why couldnt he?

Freddy rushes in out of the rain from the Southampton Street
side, and comes between them closing a dripping umbrella. He
is a young man of twenty, in evening dress, very wet around the

ankles.

THE DAUGHTER Well, havnt you got a cab?

FREDDY Theres not one to be had for love or money.

THE MOTHER Oh, Freddy, there must be one. You cant have tried.

THE DAUGHTER It’s too tiresome. Do you expect us to go and get
one ourselves?

FREDDY 1 tell you theyre all engaged. The rain was so sudden:
nobody was prepared; and everybody had to take a cab. Ive
been to Charing Cross one way and nearly to Ludgate Circus
the other; and they were all engaged.

THE MOTHER Did you try Trafalgar Square?

18 fares HK. XHEAME “FE5%" .
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20 It's too bad X ( FEiXHLGGE+— &8 ) KT .

21 Well Fifi 1AL, X BERR A Z54,  aint ain't, fBif, =isnt,

22 If Freddy had a bit of gumption ['gampfen], he would have got one at the theatre
door. M1 Freddy A7 fidpid, fhE AL T O3] —WHFL% 1. had 2
OB, LB A Freddy WA 0%, B AEFI&AME]. A< had had i
had, FAAEAER—DABAS, AIARK—NZIHHR. HE: Ifhe
had had a chance, he would have got one at the theatre door. “WEF| M HL 2" {8 & —
B {550, Freddy ['fredi] %744 . gumption ¥FHARET, WL, =2I1i&idA.

24 What could he have done, poor boy? fifE/EZFEVE, A TF? poorboy 5
he [Elfi, $§ Freddy.

26 Southampton [sav'0zmptan] Street /&3 —#7iH.

27 comes between them  Z| (] 6], them 5 the mother I the daughter, Rl
Freddy [ £ 55 RIGH EK .

31 for love or money JCi VISR R YA R, Tt . XE&3iE, RETH&
SE, IXH A not one,

32 there must be one —E A % ). You cant have tried /i A ] HECL 55N
(#%) 3. can + have + i 25431, Rorid 2 M AT HE.

33 tiresome FAITIKAY, A, expectusto goand get one AHE#FilFAi1ZznY
W% T o expect IXHUR “RHE, %" MEE, £ “BE, #%” . goand
get = goto get, JE[1iF,

35 1 tell you F&45 U AT], VRN MG 3, MBI 22X FE.  theyre (= they were)
all engaged % [ #B#% AW 2 1. The rain was so sudden: nobody was pre-
pared so sudden Ji ifii ({1 5 SA4H Y4 T 9515 A9 717 that fI{EH]. prepared £ HE
i, REA R,

36 Ive been to Charing Cross ['tfzriy 'kros] one way and nearly to Ludgate ['ladgert]
Circus the other % —3L %5l Charing Cross, %3 — kil Ludgate Circus, Ive
been to JEF|if ( HAL ). Charing Cross M Hh H X M4 ; ... Cross BT
A H] the. Ludgate Circus 284 . circus F2[H 7P M EIET 1;
... Circus H[fi4~JH| the. one way in one direction. the other = the other way =
in the other direction.

39 Trafalgar [tra'flge] Square B30 X ) 5% i A the.



