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Preface |

ZHANG Lan
Chairman of CAMOC-CSM
Director of Shanghai History Museum

The urbanization of China develops very quickly in recent years and one of the
important symbols of human civilization is that cities can carry abundant, various
and more colorful economy and culture activities within limited space. Almost every
scholar agrees that the emergence of cities is a key condition for the form of
civilization because city as a centralized settlement has altered the relationship
between man and nature, strengthened the close interactions among people as well
as enhanced the density of the creation of material and cultural wealth. The
management of cities fully displays human intelligence, becoming a model of natural
harmony. Through reviewing history and accumulating experience, we can see
future more clearly and city museums should and must shoulder the responsibility of
revealing historic origin. As a museum collecting, studying and displaying the
heritages of urban civilization, it should deliver historical information to the public
not only through simply showing cultural relics but more importantly elaborate
exhibitions based on the discovery of urban spirit, the essence of urban civilization
and the experience of urban development, thus enabling audience to imagine the
future meanwhile appreciating relics and human civilization. Therefore, research on
urban civilization is one of the major contents of city museums and academic annual
conference is the inspection of the research achievements.

The academic annual conference of CAMOC-CSM has already become a grand
event for city museum professionals, playing the role of exchanging academic
achievements, foreseeing specialized direction and promoting {riendship among

colleagues. Centering on the slogan worked out by ICOM for the Museum Day, the
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Committee took “City Museums Committed to a Sustainable Society” as the
conference’s topic in 2015 and “Museums and Urban Cultural Landscape” as that in
2016. Most members state their insightful views from the perspective of their own
jobs and more valuably, the research object of many papers is no more restricted to
the special and internal management of museums. These papers not only focus on
collection and preservation, exhibition and research as well as publicity and
education, but also pay attention to the regeneration of city and social development,
which further highlights the characteristics of city museums. Such topics as urban
renewal and urban cultural landscape are closely concerned by the government and
planning circles today. On November 10™ 2015, General Secretary Xi Jinping made
important instruction on the urban development on the 11" meeting of the Central
Leading Group on Financial and Economy Affairs and stressed that urban livability
should be improved, urban scale be guided and regulated, urban spatial structure be
optimized and municipal infrastructure’s construction be strengthened to preserve
historical and cultural heritages, which indicated the direction to our open-ended
research., Outstanding cities all over the world highly value their own urban history
and culture.

From numerous academic achievements in this Collection, we can already
perceive that city history museums are capable to become the pioneer in the museum
circle,

Hereby, I want to extend my appreciation to all the museum scholars who have
contributed their penetrating insights positively and end with one quote of the
speech delivered by General Secretary Xi Jinping at UNESCO Headquarters: “We
need to bring all collections in our museums, all heritage structures across our lands
and all records in our classics to life. In this way. the Chinese civilization, together
with the rich and colorful civilizations created by the people of other countries, will
provide mankind with the right cultural guidance and strong motivation.” My

colleagues, let us make an effort!
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Preface Il

YE Yang
Vice-Chair and Secretary-General of CAMOC-CSM
Director of Shenzhen Museum

Director o f Shenzhen Intangible Cultural Heritage Protection Center

In 2015, the State Council issued Regulations on Museum which marked that
our Chinese museums were developing in a more standardized and professional way.
At the same time, city museums have gained wider and wider attention from the
society and their roles in history and culture education and popularization of social
science have been increasingly obvious, becoming an important coordinate in the
shape of urban cultural image and the guide of urban civilization.

As one of the important specialized committees of CSM, CAMOC is
continuously upgrading its working level and carrying out a good deal of fruitful
work. It functions as a link in promoting business exchanges and cooperations
among museum colleagues, enhancing communications between domestic and
international city museums as well as advancing city museums’ academic researches
and exhibitions.

In April 2015, the enlarged meeting and seminar of CAMOC was held in
Hangzhou, at which the representatives from each museum discussed and
interpreted the topic “ Urban Culture and Museum’s Cultural Creativity” and
Regulations on Museum. In September, its Seventh Academic Annual Conference
was convened in Beijing, drawing nearly a hundred attendees from over fifty
museums throughout China., Deputy Director of the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage and Chairman of CSM Mr. Song Xinchao appeared at the
conference and made a speech, giving tremendous concern and support to the

Committee. In November 2016, the Eighth Academic Annual Conference will be
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held in Wuhan with the topic “City Museums and Community of Landscape”.

Every other year, the Committee would compile the papers received from the
annual conferences into a Proceedings and this book includes almost 80 pieces of
paper, covering such fields as city museums and urban development, city image,
public governance and cultural landscape. Scholars summarized their research and
exploration work from their own practical experience and extracted many inspiring
ideas good for city museums, offering solid theoretical foundation for the carrying
out and progress of all kinds of work. The publication of the Proceedings helps
more museum colleagues enjoy the wisdom of the peers. It is the hope that readers
will have a much clearer conception of the role of city museums in the construction
of Chinese social culture.

City museums will certainly play a more significant role in displaying the
characteristics, prompting the image, promoting the preservation and directing the

development of urban culture in the future.
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