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Why Do We Review?

China is undergoing one of the fastest and largest urbanization processes in the world.
This process has two facets, one is the incremental expansion of urban populations and cities,
which characterizes China’s urbanization, while the other is that urban quality is increasingly
gaining people’s attention. Specifically, with regard to the differing gauges for measurement
sweeping the nation, these measurements increasingly define what is a good city, and those are
not so good, and how to improve them both. Put it another way, the term “city” has become
a hot topic, repeated in thousands of workshops, seminars, dissertations, and academic
publications, sparking the fire of debate and innovation.

Accordingly, there are many questions that have been on my mind since my partners and I
began the China Urban Development Review, which is, is it really necessary to do this? Why
and what do we review? Who should review exactly? And how is the review done?

In answer to the why-question, first, we review in order to learn and to reflect. Second,
we feel obligated and excited to join in these lively discussions on China’s urbanization,
making our voice heard, and making contributions that will grow with our beautiful cities.
These contributions are from our heart, simple, but real.

Nevertheless, we believe it is necessary to offer different, innovative, and valuable
suggestions, rather than sticking to the cliche. Accordingly, we pose the following questions:

What do review? We review the most outstanding urban development cases, as we
believe real cases are as important as theoretical guidelines, with the theoretical guidelines
appearing, and being applied, in the practical, real-world, cases. Thanks to our partners,
who are active key players representing a wide range of different parties, such as UN bodies,
The World Future Council, universities, high-ranking officials, and urban planners, related
cases become more accessible to us, and we are excitedly happy to share those cases, and
outcomes, with the public.

So by whom should reviews be conducted? Well, policy makers, urban designers,
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experts, scholars, journalists, and so on forth, are all welcome to be our guests and give their
opinions. Anyone who has a deep, balanced view on urban development is expected to join us.
It is very likely, and hopefully, that Ebenezer Howard or Jane Jacobs will appear on our
writers’ list in future.

How to review? We believe a critical and unbiased view is the most important way to
review. Our articles incorporate international and comparative perspectives in order to give a
more comprehensive picture of the situation. It does not need to be too complicated, instead,
informing readers of the situation in other countries and places is more than sufficient. Further,
we would like to stimulate our readers, releasing their imagination to ponder and comtemplate
situations and solutions.

In short, we are humble learners who wish to call together observers to review the urban
development process, and we want to be advisors and facilitators for urban development
through collecting cases and igniting people’s passion for improving our cities. We live and
work in cities, and there is no reason to sit and do nothing when our cities deserve more care.
Even a tiny change could make a huge difference.

Spring arrives, sweeping away the gloom of winter, and bringing the earth back to life.
Looking outside our windows in Beijing, we see the city turning green and alive before our
eyes, and we are honored to release the China Urban Development Review in this beautiful
season. We hope it will inspire and enlighten us, and lead us toward a more promising

tomorrow,
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Preface

Sustainable development has become a focus of the international community. The United
Nations issued the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in September 2015. This is the first
global development oriented agenda following the UN Millennium Development Goals. It not
only pointed out the direction and the blueprint for countries’ development and international
cooperation in the coming 15 years, but also established an index system of sustainable
development, and clarified the approaches necessary to realize the Sustainable Development
Goals(SDGs). As the Rotating Presidency holder of G20 2016, China formulated the Action
Plan to Implement the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and adopted Sustainable
Development and Climate Change as the core issues of 2016 at the G20 Hangzhou Summit.
The parties have reached a consensus on the action plan, which implements significant
demonstration and roles for implementing SDGs. The Chinese Government also released the
China Country Action Strategy on Implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development
Agenda, which is not only a specific action of China’s response to the G20 Action Plan but also
a strategic measure for China to lead the promotion of SDGs. At the same time, this countries
action strategy will be the guideline for implementing the SDGs and will provide reference to
other countries, especially those developing countries, in order to promote the implementation
of SDGs.

The Fourth Conference of 12" Chinese National People’s Congress implemented the 13"
Five-Year Plan for national Economic and Social Development Guidelines (hereinafter referred
to as the “guidelines”) on March 16™, 2016. The guideline was officially issued on March
17", 2016. In order to build a well-off society, this long guideline discussed Chinese
economical and societal development for the next 5 years with 66 000 words, in 20 chapters.
Compared with previous Five-Year Plans, green development became the main focus of this
guideline through major target definition, elaboration in each section, and the chapter “Speed
Up Improvement of Ecological Environment” . To attain the new goal of the well-off society,

the guideline establishes and implements a new development theory of innovation,
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coordination, green development, openness and sharing. Among them green development is a
necessary condition for sustainable development, and also a significant reflection of people’s
pursuit for better life. Development in next five years must adhere to the basic state policy of
resource conservation and environment protection, sustainable development and civilized
development on improving production, wealthy living and good ecology. This is in order to
speed up resource conservation and environmentally friendly society, with a new pattern of
harmonious development between human and nature, which will promote a beautiful China
construction, and contribute to global ecological security.

Cities are the new hot spots of environmental change. They are the leading growth centers
of population, consumption, resource use and waste. In cities, everything is closely connected.
So problems tend to multiply, but so can solutions. More than half of global population is an
urban citizen. According to UN projections, 70% of humanity will be living in cities by 2050.
Green development is vital to global emissions reduction and societal sustainable development.
Urbanization is an inevitable development stage for industrializing countries worldwide.
Presently the urbanization rate is 75% in Germany. According to the green city promotion
experiences in Germany, the most important point is overall systematic green city planning,
through key projects implementation in urban sectors and implementing their successful
experiences in ecosystems, energy, water, wastes, traffic, etc. to be replicated and promoted
in broader areas. China is also in a significant period of urban development transformation.
How to plan the future cities intelligently, how to lead urban sustainable development, and how
to refer those successful urbanization solutions from home, and abroad, for scientific and
healthy development of the cities has become a major issue for the Chinese national economy,
system innovation, and structure adjustment.

In the face of opportunities and challenges in China, and referencing international
urbanization processes, it is quite clear that each city needs its own unique solution.
Urbanization is a systematic project, no matter the specific situation of the city, systematic
methods should be applied to solve the problem. This should prioritize the difficulties for cities
in development in the sectors of ecology development, urban energy, resource, and green
traffic, etc. There are a lot of excellent solutions in the process of urbanization. Each successful
case depends on proactive governmental decision-making, appropriate technical methods,
efforts of the business community and social supports. Among them the replication and
promotion of technical solutions itself is rather easy compared with policy development and
commercial environment cultivation. Government decision-making is the primary part for

green urban development. Managers’ wise decisions regarding city problems can include
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gathering elements like technology, finance, human resources, etc. which forms a benign
development for the city. As an international non-government organization dedicated to the
promotion of global sustainable development policies, World Future Council expects that the
successful case studies in city energy, water resources, waste management and urban
ecosystem can be helpful for stakeholders during process of urbanization and green city
development. This is done through clear elaboration of the proposed cities’ difficulties and
challenges before action, deep analysis of city managers’ thoughts on the problems’ solution,
and presentation of government management experiences and prior effectively demonstrated
projects. It is further expected to refine the forward-looking vision of green city governance
and development for the readers, and to provide a reference for city managers, instimulating
new thoughts for city planning designers, and provide deeper reading materials for the public,
which would generate societal contribution to green economic and social development.

This book has incorporated sincere trust and extensive sharing from many partners.
Thanks cordially go to the authors who provided materials, and hard work that went into the
cases of this report, and special thanks to Beijing Jiaotong University China City Research
Center and the HALO fund for their kind support.

Due to the diversity and system characteristics of the green city concept, as well as the
connotation limits of our editors, this book will inevitably be critiqued. Readers’ criticism and
corrections are highly appreciated and we will improve this book in the follow-up reports of the
series. We hope that this book can cause social concern and resonance, and jointly promote

green, low-carbon, circular city development.

World Future Council
Beijing Jiaotong University China City Research Center
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