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EDITOR'S WORDS

A TR

Chinese contemporary architecture has gained rationality and confidence,
after integration and foreign impact. The thinking following the designs seems
especially precise in this age of vanity, under the stylist and exaggerated look
of the architectural works.

Looking back at the history of Chinese architecture, as one of the three greatest
architectural systems in the world, classical Chinese architecture has witnessed
the vitality of traditional Chinese culture, and has kept its uniqueness during the
long development process. What contemporary architects and decision makers
face is the tricky game of tradition and modernity, due to the architectural
vocabulary that cannot be duplicated nor exceeded and the spirit of traditional
Chinese architecture it implied. The development of contemporary Chinese
architecture has always been associated with the discussion on the issue of
discarding and reserving,

After the reform and opening-up, Chinese architects have shown
unprecedented enthusiasm and started bringing in foreign architectural
theories on a large scale following a comprehensive introduction of the USSR
architectural theories, under the climate of the global coexistence of various
architectural theories. As the reform and opening-up continued, the architectural
industry gradually expanded, and buildings rose across the country overnight.
However, a series of problems were revealed during this process, a most
typical one is the contradiction between the international convergence and local
characteristics of the architectural form. Regardless of the size of the cities,
the repetitive international pattern of architecture has limited the development
of local architectural forms in the rapid construction process, lacking reflection
about the forms of architecture.

When the process of urbanisation proceeded at full speed, the conflicts
between original urban structure and modern lifestyle have become
increasingly acute, as old streets are getting overburdened with the growing
traffic, skyscrapers of power and wealth keep pushing the boundaries of the
skyline, and the exploitation and conservation of historic structures conflict with
the renovation of the old city. The architecture, as a form of physical image of
the ideology, has influence on people’s life and thinking more or less. This is
when the architects started collective reflection in the design process, which
is mirrored in the following designs, focusing on the complicated relationship
between the buildings, the people and the cities.

This book is a comprehensive review of contemporary Chinese architecture
displaying the achievement gained in the rapid process of China’s urbanisation,
with nearly 300 representative architectural works selected from 34 provincial-
level administrative divisions across China. Among these, there are both
works of local architects and cooperation projects with overseas companies.
It can be seen that among the mega-cities and their surrounding areas on the
east coast of China, three places get the most attention. They are the Beijing-
centred capital circle and the Beijing-Tianjin city cluster facing the Bohai
Bay; the Shanghai-centred Yangtze River Delta compact regions, with the
Yangtze River as the backbone and Shanghai-Ningbo-Hangzhou as its main
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