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Small Sketches Make Colorful World

Album of paintings originated from Tang dynasty and
thrived during Ming and Qing dynasties. Also known
as short sketch, album and copies, album of paintings
are seen as a mounting form for short sketches, personal
letters, silk fans, folding fans and other painting works
collected by the painting collectors for appreciation.
The set of album appeared in Ming and Qing dynasties,
which was mounted ahead of time, and it became
painting album later.

In The Selection of Albuni, the author has systematically
arranged the representative works that had been
collected in Rong Bao Zhai form painters in different
dynasties. All the carefully combed and edited works
are for readers’ appreciation. This album is not only a
study and presentation of Chinese painting works and
their creation but also the reflection of hundreds years
of culture for Rong Bao Zhai. These masters include
Lan Ying, the representative painter in “Zhe School”
during late Ming and early Qing period, Xiao Yuncong,
a representative of “Gu Shu”, Wang Gai, a scholar in the
early Qing dynasty and Wu Shixian from “Li school”,
Huang Shen, one of the “ Yangzhou Eight Eccentric
Artists”, Cao Jian who is not that famous but proficient
in painting skills, Ren Xiong and Wu Changshuo, two
masters from “Shanghai school” in modern times, as

Tang Hui

well as master Huang Binhong and Qi Baishi. In this
album, the author displays the mainstream of painting
since the late Ming dynasty form a certain perspective.
Tracing of the past, we can find the historical
development trials and relationship of Chinese painting
science. There are many famous scholars, gentries and
other ordinary painters whose outstanding painting
skills are not known, but their works are regarded as
proceeded short sketches and significant supplement
for the exsiting “classic” paintings. From the perspective
of the theme and content of The Selection of Album,
we can find that it includes three main types: landscape,
figure, flowers and birds. Besides, it also contains some
themes on rivers, landscape in villages, Taoist and
beautiful women, animals and plants. The small sketches
in these paintings not only depict and reproduce the
colorful world, but also refiect the view of nature,
philosophy and world view in Chinese classical
aesthetics, which can be regarded as the historical
inheritance of the ideas in Chinese painting works.

Our motto is “Make friends through literature,
Become profound with proficiency”. Wish Rong Bao
Zhai’s Selection of Album be a reference sample for
calligraphy and painting amateurs to study on art.
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Ren Xiong (1823—1857) is a famous painter in Qing dynasty, and his
courtesy name is Wei Chang and pseudonym is Xiang Pu. Born in Xiaoshan,
Zhejiang province, he is proficient in poetry, as well as paintings of landscape,
figures, flowers, feathers, insects, fish and beasts. His paintings are considered to
be vigorous in strokes and elegant in images, depicting the expressions of people in
Song dynasty vividly. Ren Xiong is best-known for his paintings of figures, smooth
and strong in stokes. The images are all strange and hyperbole. The folds of clothes

are like paintings of silver hook, and he learned the painting style from Chen



Hongshou, a painter in Ming dynasty. He broke a new path in the paintings. During
the Xianfeng Emperor (1851), he finished the album Poetic Painting of Big Plum
and Mountaineer which contained one hundred and twenty pictures which were
regarded as one of the most outstanding works for its beauty during his lifetime.
People praise its wonderful settings and brushworks. He used to sell paintings
between Suzhou and Shanghai. Together with Ren Xun and RenYi, they are known
as three representatives in “School of Shanghai Painting”. When Ren Yu is added
into the school, they are “Four Representatives in Shanghai School”. Zhu Xiong,
Zhang Xiong and he are regarded as “Three Xiong in Shanghai School”. The famous
woodcut paintings are Forty-Eight Immortals, Biography of Sages in Yuyue,
Paintings of Knight and Errant, Paintings of Gaoshi and so on. In the seventh
year of Xianfeng Emperor (1857), he completed the Calligraphy and Painting of
Autumn Woods. His works handed down from ancient times, including ten pages
of Hundred Thousand Atlas, twenty pages respectively of Poetic Atlas of Yao Xie,
Self-Portrait, and Self-Portrait for Yao Xie, Paintings of Luo Shen, Paintings of
Beautiful Scenery in Fan Hu Thatched Cottage, Painting of Flowers in Four Seasons
and so on. The figures depicted by Ren Xiong are strong and eccentric, obstinate
and hyperbole. Although he learned these from Chen Hongshou, his paintings are

regarded to be unique because of creativity.
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