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Abstract; The path of socialist political advancement
with Chinese characteristics is the logical outcome of the e-
volution of history, theory, and practice as the Chinese peo-
ple have long engaged in struggles since the advent of mod-
ern times. It is a requisite for maintaining the very nature of
the Chinese Communist Party and fulfilling its fundamental
purpose. No two political systems are entirely the same, and
a political system cannot be judged in abstraction without
regard for its social and political context, its history, and its
cultural traditions.

For a long time, how to perceive the defects of the
Western political modes and theories and how to sum up the
advantages, characteristics and potential of the Chinese
mode and path of political development have remained an
important task for Chinese academics and theorists. In this
regard, the recent unfolding of political events, typicallythe
drastic comparison between “ Western chaos and Chinese
governance’ has provided a living example and golden op-
portunity for them to break off Western conceptual and logi-
cal shackles, with a view to developing and improving the
Chinese discourse system of political science.

Since the outbreak of the international financial crisisin

2008, according to the report, the Western society has been
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caught deep in a dilemma, laying bare the defects of the
Western modes of democracy and politics. For many years,
the Western monism of democracy has given rise to a bunch
of emerging problems, such as “democratic overheat, free-
dom overdraft, governance deficit, and development intrep-
idity” . Hence, the Western theories of democratic politics
are encountering multiple dilemmas; paranoid thinking,
logical paradox and practical impasse. From 2016 onward,
particularly, people of insight began to cast doubt over the
Western mode of democracy while laying hopes on the Chi-
nese path of political development and its peculiar advanta-
ges. In 2017, for instance, the Financial Times carried a
series of articles entitled “The Global Democratic Reces-
sion” “The Crisis in Anglo-American Democracy” , etc. ,
calling for a sober reflection on “global democracy” . The
political chaos in the West also triggered off a widespread
discussion and debate on democracy across the globe.

The proposition of “ Western chaosand Chinese govern-
ance”’ presents a vivid political snapshot of the contempora-
ry world, leading to a “drastic turn” and “major shift” of
Western opinion on Western and Eastern politics since
2017. In the past three decades, great changes have taken

place in the international economic arena insomuch that a
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historical period of transition is setting in for global politics
as well. We are in the midst of a “great transformation” un-
known before in centuries. A good perception of global
trends and Western mode of democracy, as noted by the re-
port, will contribute to our understanding of the nature and
pros-cons of Western politics, and will help us develop a
proper view of democracy, adhere to “Four Confidences”
( confidence in our path, confidence in our guiding theo-
ries, confidence in our political system, and confidence in
our culture ), and unswervingly pursue a political path of
all-round development with Chinese characteristics.

The report contends that China should be politically
confident in a bid to distinguish between good and bad ele-
ments in political concepts including democracy; transcend
the Western interpretative cycle and research paradigm of
democracy; encourage an updated research path of democ-
racy; stress the nationality and sovereignty of democratic
development ; stress the historicity and specificity of democ-
racy; stress the practicality of democracy; stress the growth
and periodicality of democracy; stress the correlation and
differentiation between democracy and political develop-
ment; and stress the democratization of international rela-

tions with a view to building a community of a shared future
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for mankind.

In order to unravel the Western paradox of democracy,
it is necessary to develop a new view of all-round develop-
ment. All-round political development has been the peculiar
key and advantage to China’s success. We should use the
“Four Greats” ( great struggle, great project, great cause
and great dream) to promote the overall plan for all-round
economic, political, cultural, social and ecological pro-
gress, and to implement the strategic blueprint of “ Four
Comprehensives” ( comprehensively building a moderately
prosperous society, comprehensively deepening reform,
comprehensively govening the country in accordance with
the law, and comprehensively strengthening Party disci-
pline) . By embracing a view of all-round development, we
can incorporate democracy into the orbit of political devel-
opment, and can, as such, enhance our country’s govern-
ance capabilities, politicalcompetence and international
competitiveness.

Keywords: Democracy  Democratization  Political

Development Political Demise Soviet Communist Party

Russia World Politics
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